Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



niUL ,30.b' 



>w;v;^;%:;^;%:;^;^;«^;%:;^;>^;«^;v;^; 



I 



HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




FROM THE LIBRARY OF 

George Lyman Kittredge 

GURNEY PROFESSOR 
OF ENGLISH LITERATURE 

I917-I94I 






i 




■ i J — W l i " l g <l ' 1i r j^ai t ri<i !HB »»ii r JI' 



iLiijn 



;. 






<tx(\% (fitjM Slqxt ^otidg. 




iew^ ^\ pitfttikiaits C|«dit 



(ABOUT 1094 A.D.} 



TBANSCB.IBED AND EDITED PBOM MS. TRIN. COLL., CAM., E. 8, 15, 

COLLATED WITH MS. BIBL. REG. 18. B. xvii. IN THE BRITISH 

MUSEUM, AND WITH THE OLD PRINTED TEXT OF 1W5; 



TO WHICH 18 AFFBITDBB 






(ABOUT 1800 A.D.) 



FROM MS. LANSDOWNE 762; 



BT THB 



EEV. WALTER W. SKEAT, M.A., 

LATX 7SIJ.OW OV CHXI81!'S COI.LSOB, CXKBKIDeS; AHD BDITOB OV "ULVaLl.BD'8 TISIOIT 
OV mB8 PLOWXAV," "LAVCBLOT OV THB hAlK,** AVD ''THB BOIUITB OB PABTBKAT." 



LONDON: 

PUBLISHED FOR THE EARLY ENGLISH TEXT SOCIETY 
BY N. TEUBNEK & CO., 57 & 59, LUDGATE HILL. 



MDOCCLXXIII. 



Price Two Shillings, 



(garig <8njM ^txt ^nkt^. 



-•♦- 



Committee of Management : 

Director : FREDERICK J. FURNIVALL, Esq. 
Treasurer : HENRY B. WHE ATLEY, Esq. 
Hon. Sec. : G. JOACHDi, Esq., St Andrew House, Change Alley, E.C. 
J. ilEADOWS COWPER, Esq. Rev. Dr. RICHARD MORRIS. 

ALEXANDER J. ELLIS, ESQ. J. A. H. MURRAY, Esq. 

DANBY P. FRY, EsQ. EDWARD B. PEACOCK, EsQ. 

H. BUCKS GIBBS, Esq. Rev. WALTER W. SKEAT. 

Bev. J. RAWSON LUMBY. HENRY SWEET, Esq. 

(^WUh power to add Workers to their number,) 

Bankers : 
THE HEAD OFFICE OF THE UNION BANK OF LONDON, 

Princes Street, E.C. 

The Pablications for 1865 and 1866 are out of print, but a separate 
subscription has been opened for their immediate reprint. The Texts for 
1864, and all but four for 1865, have been reprinted. Subscribers who desire 
the Texts of all or any of these years should send their names at once to the 
Hon. Secretary, as several hundred additional names are required before the 
Texts for 1866 can be sent to press. 



The PuMicat ions/or lS6i (21*.) are :— 

1. Eariy En^uh Alliterative Poems, ab. 1360 
A.D., ed. R. Morris. 16«. 

2. Arthnt, ab. 1440, ed. F. J. Fumivall. 4s. 

3. Lauder on tlieDewtie of KyngiSffte., 1556, ed. 
F.HalL 49. 

4. Sir Oawavne and tlie Green Knight, ab. 1360, 
ed. R. Morris. lOs. 

TIte Publications f or \^Qb (21*.) are : — 

5. Home's Ortiiographie and Congproitie of the 
Britan Tongne, ab. 1617,ed. U. B. Wheatley. 

49. 

6. Lanoelot of the Laik, ab. 1500, ed. Rev. W. 
W. Skeat. 8s. 

7. Genesis and Exodns, ab. 1250, ed. R. Morris. 

8. Horte Arthnre, ab. 1440, ed. £. Brock. 7s. 

9. Thynne on Chanoer's Works, ab. 1598, ed. 
Dr Kingsley. 

10. Merlin, ab. 1440, Part I., ed. H. B. Wheatley. 

11. ^ndesay's Monarohe, fto., 1552, Part I., ed. 

r. T 



12. Wright* 8 Chaste Wife, ab. 1462, ed. F. J. F. 

77ie Publication for 1866 are: — 

13. Seinte Marherete, 1200-1330, ed. Rev. O. 
Cockayne. 

14. Xyng SCom, Floris and Blandiefloor, fte., ed. 
Rev. J. R. Lumby. 

15. Political, Religious, and Love Poems, ed. F. 
J. Fumivall. 

16. The Book of Quinte Essence, ab. 1460-70, ed. 

F. J. Fumivall. 

17. Parallel Extracts from 29 MSS. of Piers the 
Plowman, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 

18. Hali Meidenhad, ab. 1200, ed. Rev. O. Cock- 
ayne. 

19. ^^desay's Monarohe, fto.. Part II., ed. F. 

20. Huipole's English Prose Treatises, ed. Rev. 

G. G. Perry. 

21. Merlin, Part II., ed. H. B. Wheatlev. 

22. Partenay or Lusignen, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 

23. Ban Michel's Ayenbite of Inwyt, 1340, ed. R. 
Morris. 



Hall. 

The Publications for 1867 (one guinea, less No. 24, 25, 26, ovt of print) are: — 

24. "BpanM to the Virgin and Christ ; the Parliament of Bevils, fto., ab. 1430, ed. F. J. Fumivall. Zs. 

25. The Staoions of Rmne, the Pilgrims' Searvoyage, with Clone Maydenhod, ed. F. J. Fumivall. Is. 




Ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 6». 

29. Early English Homilies (ab. 1220-30 A.D.} from unique MSS. in the Lambeth and other Libraries. 

Part I. Edited by R. Morris. Is. 

30. Pierce the Ploughmans Crede, ed. Rev. W. W. Skeat. 2«. 

The Publications for 1868 (one guinea) are : — 

31. Myrc's Buties of a Parish Priest, in Verse, ab. 1420 A.D., ed. E. Peacock. 4«r. 

32. The Babees Book, TTrbanitatis, the Bokes of Nortnre of John Russell and Hugh Rhodes, tiie Bokes 

of Keruyng, Curtasye, and Bemeanour, fto., with some French and I^tin Poems on like 
subjects, ed. from Harleian and other MSS. by F. J. Fumivall. Ihs. 

33. The Knurht de la Tour Landry (from French of A.D. 1372), ab. 1440 A.D. A Father's Book for 

his Daughters, ed. fh>m Marl. MS. 1764 and Caxton's version, by Thomas Wright. 8«. 

34. Early English Homilies (before 1300 a.d.) fh>m unique MSS. in the Lambeth and other 

Libraries. Part II., ed. R. Morris, LL.D. %s. 

35. Lyndesay's Works, Part III. : The Historic and Testament of Squyer Meldrum, ed. F. Hall. 2«. 

Tits Publications for 1869 (07ie guinea) are : — 

36. Merlin, Part III. Edited by H. B. Wheatley, Esq.; with an Essay on Arthurian Localities, 

by J. S. Stuart Glennie, Esq. 12«. 
87. Sir Bavid Lyndesa^s Works, Part IV., containing Ane Satyre of the Three Estaits. Edited 
by F. Hall, Esq. 49. 

38. William's Vision of Piers the Plowman, Part II. Text B. Edited flrom the MSS. by the Rev 

W. W. Skeat, M.A. 10». 6d. 

39. The Alliterative Romance of the Bestruction of Troy, translated from Guido de Colonna. 

Edited from the unique MS. in the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow, by D. Donaldson, 
Esq., and the Rev. G. A. Panton. Part I. 10«. 6d. 



■J II ■ ■ 11W 



L^ ' ^i^ ^ i^ — '- - ,^^.^T'J^ZL - «-sf-«Tas«f-^ 



km % |l0ttJ}hmait5 ((rd^, 



to to}pcfi ti ipiftnbcb 



<i0b spebie i^t ipfottjjl^. 



BERLIN : ASHER & CO., UNTER DEN LINDEN, 11. 

NEW YORK : C. SCRIBNER & CO. ; LEYPOLDT & HOLT. 

PHILADELPHIA ; J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO. 




«M^ tfe^ flaujgjtmans Crcd^ 



(about 1394 A.D.) 



TRANSCRIBED AND EDITED FROM MS. TRIN. COLL., CAM., R. 8, 16, 

COLLATED WITH MS. BIBL. REG. 18. B. XYll. IN THE BRITISH 

MUSEUM, AND WITH THE OLD PRINTED TEXT OF 1668; 



TO WHICH IS APPENDED 



(about 1500 A.D.) 



FROM MS. LANSDOWNE 762; 



BY THE 



REV. WALTER W. SKEAT, M.A., 

LATB FVIXOW OF OHUIST'B COLLBOB, CAMBKIDOB ; AND BDITOB OF " LAMGLAND'S nSIOH 
OF PIBR8 PLOWMAN," " LANCELOT OP THB LAIK," AND " THB K0MAN8 OP PABTEHAT." 



LONDON: 

PUBLISHED FOR THE EARLY ENGLISH TEXT SOCIETY, 

BY N. TKUBNER & CO., 57 & 69, LUDGATE HILL. 



MDCOCLXXUI. 



IIA-72. 30.5 



/ 



HARVAR[?\ 
UNIVERSITY 
LIBRARY^ 



30 



JOUII CHILDS AKD BON, PXINTEKS. 






CONTENTS. 



Preface. § 1. The present a new edition. § 2. Description 
of the editions. I. By Wolfe (1553) ; IL By Owen 
Kogers (1561); III. By Dr Whitaker (1814); IV. By 
Mr Wright (1832); reprinted in 1856. § 3. Inves- 
tigation of the MS. in the Brit. Museum. § 4. The 
Trinity MS. § 5. Results. § 6. Restoration of the 
original text. § 7. Printed in long lines. § 8. Some 
account of the poem. § 9. Books for consultation. § 10. 
The rise of the Mendicant Orders. § 11. Date of the 
poem. § 12. The author. § 13. The "Complaint of 
the Ploughman," or " Plowman's Tale." § 14. Dates of 
both poems. § 15. Fine passages in the poem. § 16. 
The five new lines now first printed. § 17. Glossary 
to the edition of 1553 i- 

PlBlUJB THE PlOUGHMANS CrBDB 

JN'otes to the " Crede " 

Glossarial Index 

Index of iN'ames 

Gob 8PBDB THE Plough 

^otes to " God spede the plough " 

Glossarial Index 



PAGE. 



-XIX 

1 

33 
56 
68 

69 
73 

75 



< 



O 



PREFACE. 



DESOBIPTION OF FORMER EDITIONS, AND OF THE MSB. 

§ L The present edition of ''Pierce the Ploughmans Crede'' 
may fairly be said to be almost entirely a new one ; the Text 
being new throughout, as is also a large part both of the Notes and 
Glossary. In order to explain whence this new text is derived, it 
wiU be proper to give, first of aU, an account of former editions. 

§ 2. I. The^r^^ edition, and the most important, is that of 
1553. The title-page contains solely the words " Pierce the Plough- 
mans Crede " within a square space in the midst of a wood-cut 
illustrating the story of Pyramus and Thisbe; the picture being 
by no means unsuitable for Chaucer's version of the poem. The 
wood-cut is clearly of continental workmanship, and a copy of 
the lower part of it, not very well executed, may be seen at p. 96 of 
" A book of Koxburghe Ballads," edited by J. P. Collier ; 1847. 
The colophon, on a separate lea^ is— imprinted at London by Rey- 
nold WOLFE, ANNO DOMINI M.D.Liii. It was DO doubt issued owing 
to the success of " The Vision of Piers Ploughman," which had been 
printed by Robert Crowley, in 1550 ; and considering the tone of 
the poem, we may safely conclude that it was issued in the early part 
of the year 1553, while Edward VI. was still alive ; for he died on 
the 6th of July in that year. The reign of Mary was not favourable 
to its existence, and copies are now very scarce.* I have made use 
of a copy preserved in the Cambridge University Library, and readings 

* See account of the .third edition.. 
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from this are denoted in the foot-notes hy the letter C. It consists of 
only 16 leaves, 4to. 

II. Elizaheth having succeeded Mary, the poem was again in 
request. The title-page of the second edition has on it merely the 
words "Pierce the Ploughmans Crede," and no more, the wood-cut 
having disappeared. It was printed at the same time as << The vision 
of Pierce Plowman,*' and often hound up with it ; and we learn from 
the title-page of the longer poem that it was " Impiynted at London, 
by Owen Rogers, dwellyng neare vnto great Saint Bartelmewes Gate, 
at the sygne of the spred Egle. % The yere of our Lorde God, a 
thousand, fyue hundred, threscore and one. The .xxi. daye of the 
Moneth of Februarye." * This edition of 1561 is simply a reprint 
of that of 1553, and clearly not copied from the MS. It preserves 
the misprints of the first edition, and adds more to. the number; 
and is therefore considerably inferior to it. 

III. In 1814, Dr Whitaker reprinted the first edition of 1553. 
His object was clearly to produce an exact copy of it, and he accord- 
ingly used black-letter type and such various marks of- contraction as 
appeared in the old book. It may be considered as a great success, 
as it accurately reproduces every peculiarity, every misprint, and 
every stop and mark ; so that any one who wishes to have a 
good copy of the first edition may safely buy this instead, at a far 
lower price.* I have carefully collated these two, and here give 
the few corrections which any one who buys Whitaker's edition 
should make. 

In the address " to the Reader," last line, the / should be an /. 
FoL C ij, L 5 from bottom, the words " more money " are, in the 

oldest edition, run together into one. 
FoL D iij, L 15 ; for "swich " read " swhich." 
FoL D iij, hacky 1. 7 ; for "swich" read "swhich." 
- Id. 1. 21 ; for " And " read « Any." 

^ The " Crede *' has also a colophon, agreeing with this, hut which does not 
give the date. 

* The title-page hears — " Pierce the Ploughman's Crede. London. B^printed 
by T. Bensley, Bolt Court, Fleet Street, for Lackington, Allen and Co., Finsbury 
Square \ and Robert Triphook, St James's Street. 1814. 
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PoL D iiij, L 10; for " laiche" read ^'latche;*' though the / in 

the old edition is Teiy indistinct. 
Foi E j, L 13 ; for "feid " read "feid.'' 

FoL E ij, back, L 3 from bottom ; for "Abbots'* read "^ Abbottea.** 
FoL E iij, 1. 13, read *" holy ; ** in Whitaker^s edition the sttoke 

is shifted, and appears abo^e the /. 

These corrections made, the sole points of difference are, (1.) that 
the folios do not correspond; (2.) that the words printed in the 
viargin of the old edition are printed by Dr Whitaker in large red 
letters, to receive which he has made breaks in the continaons text ; 
and (3.) that Dr Whitaker employs red letters for the proper names. 
I should add, that all three editions have a short glossary at the end^ 
Inade apparently by Beynold Wolfe, for which see p. xix. 

IV. Mr Wright, in 1832, reprinted the "Crede " at the end of 
his excellent and handy edition of the ^ Yision," the pubhsher being 
William Pickering ; of which a second and revised edition appearetl 
in 1856, published by J. R Smith, at a very moderate price. Mr 
Wright corrected most of the more obvious mistakes, so that his 
edition is very good and useful, and has been of very great service to 
me, and I here express the obligations to him which I thus lie under. 
It' is therefore with no wish to detract from it^ but only for the 
reader's information, that I here state that I have observed several 
misprints in it which are mere printer^s errors^ but where the edition of 
1553 is quite correct. Thus at p. 456, 1. 182, '^Slanghte in her ende" 
should be ^* Slaughte is her ende ;" ten lines lower, "Put" should be 
" But ; " and fourteen lines lower still, " Minorities " should be " Mi- 
norites." I am of course speaking of his revised edition, and I am 
induced to believe that the revision of the " Crede " may have been 
somewhat hurried, as I have observed no such traces of haste in the 
« Vision." 

§ 3. Besides the help thus afforded, we are much indebted to Mr 
Wright for the following sentence in his Introduction. He says, " I 
know only of two MSS. of the Creed of Piers Ploughman, one in the 
British Museum (MS. Reg. 18 B. xvii.), the other in the Library of 
Trinity College, Cambridge, both on paper, and written long after the 
date of the printed editions, from which they appear. to have been 
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copied.** Bat for this notice, I might have oyerlooked the Trinity 
MS., as only the British Museum one is mentioned in Warton. 
After reading the above, I thought I could not do better than investi- 
gate these MSS. closely ; they might perhaps give wme assistance. 
The result was surprising, certainly. First of all, it should be noted 
that Warton speaks of the British Museum MS. as " not much older 
than the printed copy,*' and this is certainly the more correct opinion ; 
the British Museum authorities whom Mr Fumivall consulted, declared 
it to belong certainly to the reign of Henry YIIL; and that it wasno^ 
copied from the printed edition became more and more obvious the 
more I read of it ; it soon appeared to be much more correct,^ and I 
was myself quite satisfied that it was an independent and valuable 
text. At the same time, it occurred to me that a very obvious proof 
of its independence would appear in its containing anywhere addi- 
tional lines ; and, after hoping to find some for a long time in vain, 
at last Jive new lines appeared, very near the end. These extra lines 
are of such importance that I have fully discussed them farther on.' 

§ 4. But an examination of the Trinity MS. surprised me more 
still. The handwriting is late enough, certainly ; possibly after 
A.D. 1600. But a curious circumstance at once arrests attention, and 
that is, the continual use of the Saxon letters 3 and ]>, where the 
B. M MS. and the printed editions have gh and th. It is clear that 
no man copying from a printed book would systematically make 
these alterations &om one end of the poem to the other, and it is not 
very likely, even if he did, that he wpuld never make a mistake over 
it. It is, in fact, obvious, that the Trinity MS. was copied from a 
much older MS. which is now lost, and this appears farther from 
noticing the nature of the few blunders that occur in it. Thus, in 
the first page, the copyist^ not quite seeing the difference between a 
y and a ]>, miswrites one for the other ; but he soon geis over this^ 
and afterwards does it right. Again, seeing the word ^^wiifen" before 
him, he copied it *' willen,'* a mistake easily made in copying from 

^ I mean, as regards readinga. Bat the scribe of this MS. took no pains to pre- 
serve the true apeUing; he has altered it throaghout at pleasure, alwajrs for the 
worse. Many erasures and alterations occur in it, also always for the worse. 

» See p. xrii. 
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manuscript. Very many more proofs might be adduced, but it will 
probably be quite sufficient to add, further, that the five extra line^ 
spoken of above appear in this MS, also, 

§ 5. . The results of the investigation, which seem to me beyond 
all controversy, are these : 

(1.) The British Museum MS. is older than the printed copy, and 

not copied from it. 
(2.) The Trinity MS. is later than the printed copy, but is not 

copied from it. 
(3.) Both MSS., and also the early printed text, are all copied 
from one and the same MS., a very good one, possibly even of 
the very last years of the fourteenth century, and which is now 
either lost or not forthcoming. The extreme similarity of these 
three texts cannot be otherwise accounted for.* 
Besides which, it is farther evidient that the Trinity MS. is the best 
copy of the three, ^ and I have therefore used it for the text through- 
out, copying it literally and exactly, marking the expansions of con- 
tractions by italics. The only alterations made in it are, the use of 
capital letters to denote proper names where the MS. has often small 
letters, and some corrections which have been furnished by collation, 
which are all noticed in the foot-notes, and which, in every case 
where the correction is at all important, are pointed out by the use 
of square brackets. In the foot-notes, this MS. is denoted by the 
letter A. 

The British Museum MS. is the second best copy, and is denoted 

^ I think I may be allowed to judge of this, from haying examined, more or less, 
some thirty MSS. of the " Vision of Piers Ploughman." Even when such MSS, 
agree very closely indeed in all other respects, they scarcely ever contain the 
Maine number of lines. It is a peculiar defect of MSS. in alliteratiye verse that lines 
are frequently omitted. Yet these two MSS. and the early printed text run line for 
line and word for word throughout ; except in the one instance of the five extra 
lines, which can be well accounted for. 

* The best copy, in the present case, is to be judged of, not by the date, but by. 
traces of the care taken by the copyist. It is clear that the writer of the Trinity 
copy was a scrupulous and painstaking antiquary, who carefully put down what he 
saw before him. It is written on some extra leaves at the end of a copy of Chaucer. 
The Chaucer had some leaves lost at the beginning, but the missing portion haq 
been carefully supplied by the same hand that copied the *' Crede." The press-mark 
ef the Tolume is R. 3. 15. 
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hj the letter B in the foot-notes, the letter C (as already stated) 
moaning the edition of 1553. Attention is drawn to those readings 
of C which are most corrupt by marking them, in the foot-notes, with 
an asterisk. Tlis number of these is about forty. 

§ 6. By collation of these three, we are placed in almost as good 
a position as if we had the original old MS. before our eyes. I have 
little doubt but that the reader will be well-pleased to find that he is 
in possession of a sound and trustworthy text, much superior to that 
of 1553, because it is free &om the modifications of spelling which the 
old printer often made, and because the misprints of that edition 
have been quite eliminated, and the true sense restored in several 
formerly doubtful passages. Indeed, the only points now open to 
doubt are very few ; I somewhat mistrust the word eudles at 1, 242 ; 
the word wlon at L 736 ; and I suspect that, as is usual in alliterative 
poems, some lines were omitted even in the original ; for the transi- 
tion from 11. 69, 648 to the lines following them is rather too abrupt. 
I subjoin speciments of Texts B and C. 

B. SPECIMEN OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM MS. (bIBL. REG. 18 B. XVII.) 

Crose and curtys crist thys begynnyng spede, 

For the Fathers Frendshype that Formyd hevin, 

And throiighe the speciall sprite that sprang of hem twayne, 

And all in one godhed endles dwellyth. 

A, and all myn A. b. c. after haue I lemyd, 

And parte* in my pater noster ich poynt after other, 

wAnd after all, myne Ave mare, Almost to the ende, &c. 

C. SPECIMEN OF THE OLD EDITION OF 1553. 

Gros & curteis Christ this begynnyng spede. 

For the faders frendshipe, y* fourmed heauen, 

& through y* special spirit y* sprog of h§ tweyne 

And al in one godhed endles dwelleth : 

A, and all myn A, b, c, after haue I lemed, 

And patres i my pater noster, iche poynt after other, 

And after al, myne Aue marie, almost to the end, <&c. 

§ 7. I have printed the text in long lines, because all the copies 
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are so written and printed, except only Mr Wright's edition. Mr 
Wright aigues for the printing in short lines, in his Introduction, p. 
xxxiL, because of the construction of the Anglo-Saxon verse, Ac., and 
says that ** a modem editor is wrong in printing the verses of Piers 
Plowman in long UneSy as they stand in the manuscripts^ unless he 
profess to give them as a ^us-simile of the manuscripts themselves, or 
he plead the same excuse of convenience from the shape of his book." 
The italics are my own ; and I will here only say that I do profess 
to give a fsio-simile of the MS., and that I do plead also the excuse of 
convenience. He also observes that, '' in either case, he must care- 
fully preserve the dots of separation in the middle of the lines, which 
are more inconvenient than the length of the lines, because they 
interfere with the punctuation of the modem editor." This then I 
have done, though I have not found it inconvenient On the con- 
trary, I think it a great convenience. The dot denotes a pause in the 
rhythm, which very often indeed is coincident with a pause in the 
sense or with a comma, and thus indicates a certain indefiniteness in 
the pause, for which it is convenient to have a mark ; and it is such 
a one as we are all accustomed to in the colon used in the Prayer- 
Book version of the Psalms. A semi-colon in the middle of a line is 
very rare ; if it be required to denote one, we have only to print ; • 
and it is done. I was induced to use the inverted full stop for this 
purpose, because it is very easy to print in any sized type, and 
because the use of a colon produced too heavy an effect, and did not 
look well. It is right to add that, in the edition of 1553, which is 
very badly punctuated,^ the central rhythmical pause is denoted by a 
comma in about five lines Out of six. In MS. B it is neglected ; but 
in MS. A it is, for the most part, carefully preserved^ and denoted by 
a kind of colon. Here, then, the superiority of this MS. \a once more 
indicated. 

§ 8. SOME ACCOUNT OF THB POEM. 

The reader may consult with advantage Warton's History of 
£xiglish Poetry (voL 2, p. 123, ed. 1824), upon this subject. In a 
copy of the " Crede " in Warton's possession, was a short abstract of 

' Two or three passages, unmeaning in all former editions, have been made clear 
in the present one by a slight change, in the punctuation. 

b2 
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the poem in the handwriting of Alexander Pope, to whom the book 
once belonged. As anything written by Pope has an interest of its 
own, I here quote it. 

'* An ignorant plain man having learned his Paternoster and Ave- 
mary, wants to learn his creed. He asks several religious men of the 
several orders to teach it him. First of a friar Minor, who bids him 
beware of the Carmelites, and assures him that they can teach him 
nothing, describing their faults, &c. But that the friars Iklinors shall 
save him, whether he learns his creed or not. He goes next to the 
friars Preachers, whose magnificent monastery he describes : there he 
meets a fat friar, who declaims against the Augustines. He is shocked 
at his pride, and goes to the Augustines. They rail at the Minorites. 
He goes to the Cannes [Carmelites] ; they abuse the Dominicans, but 
promise him salvation, without the creed, for money. He leaves them 
with indignation, and finds an honest poor Plowman in the field, and 
tells him how he was disappointed by the four orders. The plough- 
man answers with a long invective against them." 

To this Warton subjoins an ficcount of the mendicant orders, 
occupying about eight pages, which should be consulted. 

§ 9. Good accounts of the rise and spread of the mendicant 
orders are abundant. The reader may, for a general view of them, 
consult with advantage Massingberd*s History of the English Eefor- 
mation, chap. viL ; Southey*s Book of the Church, chap. xL ; the 
very interesting preface to the " Monumenta Franciscana," by the 
editor. Professor Brewer ; the excellent life of S. Francis of Assisi, in 
Sir James Stephen's " Lectures on Ecclesiastical Biography ; " Mrs 
Jameson's "Legends of the Monastic Orders;" and almost any 
Church History. I shall here only touch on such points as have 
special reference to the poem. 

§ 10. The degeneracy of the monks began to draw attention at 
an early period ; and, in particular, St Hildegardis, abbess of St Ru- 
pert's mount, near Bingen,* addressed to them words of solemn warn- 
ing, in the shape of prophecies which announced that still greater 
corruptions were to come, and would be punished by shameful dis- 
grace and ruin. "Very nearly at the same time, viz. during the reign 

* See 1. 703, and the note to it 
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of Henry II., appeared the masterly Latin satires of Walter Map, who 
was particularly severe upon the Cistercian Benedictines, of whom he 
saw rather too much.^ Two of his poems, " The Apocalypse of 
Bishop Golias," and " The Confession of Golias," contain most keen . 
and brilliant satire. They are distinguished by a peculiar subtlety, 
which has not always been understood. Thus, when Map introduces 
a drunken priest revealing the depth of his degradation by uttering 
the oft-quoted stanza, 

** Meum est propositum in tabema mori : 

Yinum sit appositum morientis ori, 
Ut dicant cum venerint angelorum chori, 
* Deus sit propitius huic potatori ' " — 
this has seemed to many a mere jovial toper^s song, and nothing 
more. But such was not the view taken, we may fairly conclude, by 
the author of the '* Crede." He can perceive only two possible causes 
of the rise of the mendicant orders ; either the simple supposition that 
Satan founded them, or else that they originated, in no slight degree, 
from the popularity of the '' Golias ** poems.* He suggests that the 
subtlety of Map's satire was such that the monastic orders were 
brought into utter disrepute, and therefore the mendicant orders arose 
to supersede them. That the influence of the ^ Golias " poems was 
so great as this may well be doubted, especially when we remember 
that the new orders commenced on the continent, not in England. 
At the same time, it is equally certain that our author is not fistr 
ivrong ; it is quite clear that the rise of the mendicants was due to 
an attempt made (and which was at the first outset a successful (me) 
to infuse a new spirit of piety and humility into the church, and to 
regenerate it by efforts of great self-denial and devotion. The 
character of St Francis seems to me to be in many respects beyond 
all praise ; an enthusiast he was certainly, but noble, self-sacrific»B^ 
and pure in heart and aim in the highest degree. To give but one 
instance : we read that he had the greatest natural repugnance to the 
sight of a leper, yet he forced himself to eat out of the same dish 

1 See Professor Morley's English Writers ; vol. i. p. 684. 
* See 1. 479, and the note to it. 
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with one whom no one could see without loathing, and afterwards 
devoted himself especially to an attendance upon the leper hospitals, 
enjoining his followers to do the same. Such an act was a noble 
example of mercy and humanity; and, had his followers really 
followed His rules, they might have done well for a long time.' But 
Bt Francis was dear-sighted enough to see how liable all human insti- 
tutions are to perversion and decay, and this reflection kept him in 
continual sadness. '^ Cheerless and unalluiing is the image of Francis 
of Assisi: his figure gaunt and wasted, his countenance furrowed 
with care, his soul hurried firom one excitement to another, incapable 
of study, incapable of repose, forming attachments but to learn their 
fragility, conquering difficulties but to prove the vanity of conquest, 
living but to consolidate his order of Minor Brethren, and yet 
haunted by continual forebodings of their rapid degeneracy." * And 
this too surely came to pass ; and however bad may have been the 
state of the monks who forgot their vows of renunciation of the 
world, it was not long before the state of the Mars became far worse. 
Their greed, their selfishness, their love of magnificent buildings and, 
very often, of delicate clothing which they concealed under their 
rough cloaks, their insolence, their pride, their self-righteousness, 
made them fair objects of satire, which was levelled against them 
most unsparingly by many, and especially by Wyclitfe and his 
followers. This is nowhere shewn more clearly than in the story 
quoted by Southey,* shewing how the Mars waited on Wycliffe once 
at Oxford when he was supposed to be sick unto death, when he 
" raised himself on his pillow, and looking at them sternly, replied, 
I shall not die, but live still further to declare the evil deeds of the 
friars ! " And thoroughly did he fulfil his own prediction.* They 
retaliated on him and his followers, as might be expected ; and were 
particularly active in trying to secure the condemnation of Walter 
Brute,* when he was examined by the Bishop of Hereford, on a 
charge of heresy. 

§ 11. The mention of the last circumstance helps us to fix the 

1 See 11. 511, 514. ' Sir J. Stephen : Ecclesiastical Biography ; p. 95. 4th ed. 
> Soathey : Book of the Church, p. 193 ; ed. 1848. * See 11. 528—530. 

» See L 657. 
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date of the poem ; it is spoken of in the past tense, 

** Byhold opon Wat Brut * whoa bisiliche ^i punu/dden^ 

ahd the writer seems to hint that they did not very greatly tae- 
ceed, and were obliged to content themselves with preaching against 
hiTTi, and calling him a heretic. Walter Brute was examined mora 
than once, and he was on his trial from time to time, from A.D. 1391 
to 1393. On Monday, October 6, of the latter year, he submitted 
himself to the bishop of Hereford, contriving rather to allow that his 
opinions might be overruled by the church than offering to recant 
them explicitly, so that he was less severely treated than his opponents 
had hoped and expected. At the same time, this circumstance, though 
past, was no doubt still very fresh in the minds of all, for the present 
tense is used in IL 659, 660 ; and we also gather that, though the 
fiiars wished to see heretics burnt, there had been no instance as yet 
of any such event. Hence the poem was certainly written after the 
latter part of 1393, and before 1401. But we may come much closer 
than this to the date ; for the allusion to flattering kings in IL 364, 
365 no doubt refers to Richard II., who was still alive. Indeed, had 
the poem been written in the year of his death, or just after it, we 
might fairly expect to find some allusion to it, so that our lower date 
now becomes February, 1400. Hence internal evidence alone suggests 
some year in the series 1394 — 1399 as the year of composition. 

§ 12. But this inquiry is closely connected with another, viz., 
what is known of the author) We know certainly that he was an 
avowed Wycliffite, that he was not the author of the "Vision of Piers 
Plowman" (which was partly written in a.d. 1362),' but that he 
imitated the metre of that poem, and, to some extent, the satirical 
tone of it. Besides this, he clearly took the plan of his poem from 
the " Vision ; " the way in which he wanders about seeking some one 

' The Yocabalaiy of these two writers is yery differeat, and their pecnlmrities of 
style and phrase are quite unlike, whilst at the same time they are very chanH^ristio. 
Nor are their yiews alike on all points. There is nothing to shew that Langland 
was a follower of Wycliffe, though he may have regarded his teaching with com- 
placency. But we need not infer that Langland was now dead, or that he wrote no 
more than the " Vision." A poem on the " Deposition of Bichard II.'' r^roduces 
ail his peculiarities, and betrays, as I think, the hand of the nuister. 
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to teach him his Creed is copied from the description of the efforts of 
William the dreamer to find where the abode is of Do-well, Do-bet, 
and Do-best. In fact, it is easy to point to the particular passage in 
the " Vision " which he was thinking of. The first fifteen lines of 
the Prologue to the Vita de Do-well give the key-note to the 
** Crede," and I therefore quote them here by way of illustration. 

Jjus I robed in russet • romed I aboute 

Al a somer sesoun * for to seche Dowel, 

And fraynide ful ofte • of folk J?at I mette 

3if any wi^t wiste • where Dowel was at inne, 

And what man he mijte be * of many man I askide. 

Was neuer wiht as I wente • fat me wisse couf e 

Wher fis ladde loggede • lasse ne more ; 

Til hit fel on a Friday • twei Freres" I mette, 

Maistres of J?e Menours • men of grete wittes. 

Ich heilede hem hendeli * as ich hedde i-leomed, 

And preiede hem, par charite • er fei passede furre, 

** 3if fei knewen any cuntre * or coostes aboute 

Wher fat Dowel dwellef • do me to wisse." 

" Mari," quod J?e Menour * " among vs he dwellef. 

And euer haf, as ich hope • and euer schal her-afber." 

Piers Plowman, (ed. Skeat, 1867); Text A. ix, 1 — 15. 

We should observe, too, that the two authors take rather different 
views of ** Piers the Ploughman." Langland considers him as the 
type of a class of industrious and lowly-minded men, who guided their 
life by the Gospel, and by their influence induced others to admire 
and practise a pure and simple form of Christianity based upon a 
true-felt love for their fellows. Langland's Ploughman gives good 
advice even to the knight and to gentle ladies ; and, towards the end 
of the poem, he introduces the Piers Ploughman, par excellence, the 
good Samaritan above all others, Jesus Christ the righteous. But the 
Ploughman in the Crede is an individual, a ploughman and no more, 
described as in an abject state of poverty, yet so gifted with homely 
common sense as fully to see through all the tricks of the friars, and 
knowing very little more than is necessary for his soul's health, little 
more than the Creed and the Gospels. It is perhaps right to remind 
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the reader that there is a difference even in the veiy titlet of the poema. 
The one is '' Piers Ploughman's Crede," L e. the creed which the 
ploughman taught ; the other is *' Yisio Willelmi de Petro Plough* 
man," the "Vision of Piers Ploughman which William saw," and 
-which may he spoken of as the ^* Vision," or as ** Piers Ploughman,** 
' hut never as '' Piers Ploughman's Vision," except hy such as have 
no regard for accuracy, and who would not stick at using the term 
'' Christian's Vision" as an equivalent one to Bunyan's vision of one 
Christian. 

§ 13. Any further information ahout the author of the " Crede" 

can only he ohtained hy the discovery of other poems which he may 

have written. Now there are some poems printed in " Monumenta 

Pranciscana," pp. 591 — 608, and again printed in Wright's '^Political 

Poems," voL L pp. 253 — 270, which are worth some attention. The 

first is in Latin, the second two (of which Mr Brewer has made three) 

in English ; they are all hy the same author, and clearly written 

during the reign of Richard 11.^ hy one who says that he had heen 

a novice in the order of St Francis, hut had left it to hecome a 

Wycliffite ; also, that he was not an apostcftOf as he had not stayed 

in the convent his full year, hut only ahout tep months and twenty 

days. They are outspoken attacks upon the friars, and upon the 

Minorites in particular, and at first sight seem to have a good deal in 

common with the " Crede." A careful scrutiny, however, of their 

language makes the identity of authorship seem douhtful, and, though 

it seemed to me at first prohahle, I now give it up ; though, at the 

* same time, these poems well deserve to he compared with the " Crede," 

and I have therefore quoted firom them occasionally in the Notes. 

But there is another poem which stands a close scrutiny hetter, and 

deserves yet more attention, and this is no other than the well-known 

" Plowman's Tale," which has even heen attrihuted to Chaucer, though 

it most certainly is not his. It may be found among the Canterbury 

Tales in most old editions subsequent to 1542 ; and also under the 

title of the "Complaint of the Ploughman," in Wright's "Political ^ 

Poems," vol. i. pp. 304 — 346. Now the writer of this piece distinctly 

> The one in Latin describes the council held at Londoti in a.d. 1382. 
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dainiB to liave written the *' Ciede ;" for he says, 

" Of freres I have told before 
In a making of a Crede ; " 

L e. in a poem named a ^^ Creed." Mr Wright, if I interpret him 
correctly, seems to think this means no more than that the two* 
poems were written by two men of the same way of thinking. But 
I am inclined to take it literally, simply in the plain sense which 
the words naturally bear. After reading this '* Complaint of the 
Ploughman " again and again, I am more and more convinced that 
its writer states the simple truth. The dialect of the poems is the 
same ; there is the same use of the past participle beginning with I- 
or F- ; the vocabulary is very similar ; identities of phrase occur in 
many places ; whilst the object of both is precisely the same, viz. to 
attack the friars, and to defend WyclifEe. The proof would be some- 
what tedious from the very great number of similarities which might 
be adduced ; but some of the most striking will be found in the 
notes. It is quite a noticeable feature in the '* Crede " how frequently 
the words glose^ glosingey glos&J- occur ; and there is precisely the 
same repetition of them in the '* Complaint." In both poems occur 
such remarkable words as tote (to look), angerltchey bctselards, fahhed^ 
defended (forbade), bigge (to bmld), croehettea or erokettes^ eggeth^ 
faitourBj hemes, fain (to feign), sewe (to follow), queint, queintise 
(in the peculiar sense of crafty, craft), loreU, vjisse, ae (seat), curates, 
vnhie, sain (to say), seJcer or siker, trusse (to pack), Jiongen (to hang), 
and many others. The full force of the argument can only be per- 
ceived by a reader who compares the poems for himself, and consists 
even more in the fact that the force of the above words in both 
poems is generally the same, than in the mere occurrence of the 
words themselves ; yet even this is of great weight, considering how- 
short the poems are, and how rare are some of the words. Then 
again, we find, in both, like peculiar expressions such as, curteis 
Christ, cutted clothes, &c But the similarities which a reader would 
probably attach most weight to are such as these which I here 
tabulate. 
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Quoted from " The Complaints 
Ipainted and portrecL 

Such that cannot say her Ciede. 
They nold nat demen after the 

face. 
In cattel catching is her comfort. 

Market-heaters, andmedlingmake. 

The poor in spirite Crist gan 

hlesse. 
With douhle worsted well ydight. 
Masters to he called defended he 

tho. 

Had they hen out of religioun, 
They must have hanged at the 

plowe, 
Threshing and diking from toun 

to toune. 
They must have hanged at the 

plowe. 



Quoted from the " CredeS 

. . portreid and paynt (1. 121). 

. . peynt & portred (L 192). 

y can noh^t my Crede (8). 

]9ei shulden nou3t after ])e face * 
neuer ])e folke demen (670). 

And also y sey couetise * catel to 
fongen (146). 

At marketts & miracles ' we 
medlej) vs nevere (107). 

And alle pouere in gost * God him- 
self hlissej) (521). 

Of douhle worstede y-dy3t (228). 

. . hen maysters i-called 

]>at ])e gentill lesus . . . purly 
defended (574). 

[hut for the temptation of worldly 

wealth] 
]>ei schulden deluen & diggen ' 

and dongen f e erj)e (785). 
I 8ei3 a sely man me hy * opon 

])e plow hongen (421). 



Several more points of resemhlance might he cited, hut suroly 
these are sufficient to confirm a statement made hy the author him- 
self^ and against which there cannot he adduced any argument what- 
ever. It may he looked upon, I think, as a proved fact ; and I would 
ask the reader who has any lingering douhts fairly to compare the 
poems, and he will see how very much — ^to save space — ^I have Under- 
stated and curtailed the proofs of it. 

§ 14. There is no exact evidence for the date of the "Complaint," 
hut Mr Wright puts it down at ahout 1393 or 1394, giving to the 
** Crede " the date 1392, and to the proceedings against Walter Brute 
that of 1391. But these proceedings lasted some time, and were not 
over till 1393, heing merely commenced in 1391 ; and on this account 
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I a88ign about 1394 as tlie date of the '< Crede," and about 1395 an 
that of the *' Complaini" These dates satisfy every condition, and I 
do not think will ever need much alteration. 

§ 15. The "Crede** ha9 always been a favourite poem. Dr 
Whitaker quotes the following. "A piece" (says Mr Eawlinson, 
speaking of the Creds) " rare and good, in which the remains bi 
Monastic Antiquity are graphically described. It charms me on that 
account when e'er I read it ; " Heame. MS. Collections, VoL Ix xx ii. 
page 75. It has several passages of great interest, as for instance, the 
celebrated description (one of the best we have) of a Domitiican con- 
vent. The pillars were painted and polished, and caiTed with 
curious knots. The windows were well wrought and lofty. The 
buildings were well walled-in all round, with postern-doors for easy 
egress. There were gardens and "erberes" (herbaria) with well- 
clipped borders, a cross curiously carved, and " tabernacles " used for 
reconnoitring from. Then there was the minster with its arches, and 
crockets, and knots of gold, its painted windows glorious with coats- 
of-arms and merchants' marks, its tombs with knights in alabaster, 
and lovely ladies by their side in gay garments ; its cloisters pillared 
and painted, covered with lead and paved with painted tiles, with 
conduits of tin and lavers of " latun ; " and its chapter-house fairly 
carved, and with a splendid ceiling. Then there was a refectory like 
a king's hall, regal kitchens, a dormitory with strong doors, halls, 
houses, chambers, infirmary, &c. ; and then yet more houses with gay 
garrets, and every window-hole glased. How excellent, again, are 
the portraits of the fat friar with his double-chin shaking about, as 
big as a goose's egg, and the poor ploughman with his hood full of 
holes and his mittens made of patches, followed by his poor wife going 
" bare-foot on the bare ice, that the blood followed ! " Whilst the 
cry of the ploughman's children sums up the early history of the poor 
of England in the words — 

" And alle J?ey songen o songe • fat sorwe was to heren ; 
))ey crieden alle o cry • a earefull note." 

The real value of the poem lies, in fact, in these and other vivid and 
exact descriptions, which are alike useful' to the antiquary and 
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inieresting to the general Teader, as they give a clear insight into 
the condition of the poor, the animosity which existed between 
the Mars and the secular clergy, and, most striking point of all, 
the utter contempt in which the orders held each other, and the 
audacity with which each tried to surpass the rest both in pitiless 
extortion and in proud display. To sum up aU briefly, the poem is 
one which deserves not only to he read, but to he studied ; it is one 
of those which is much more interesting on a second perusal than on 
a first, and continually improves upon acquaintance. It is well iUus* 
trated by, and well illustrates, Chaucer, and, in particular, the 
** Sompnoures Tale." It is of much value to lexicognphers, who 
have made considerable use of it ; and it is on this account (as well as 
with a view to make this edition suitable for use in schools), that I 
have tried to make the Glossarial Index tolerably full and complete.* 
{ 16. Note on the five extra lines now first printed. It 
has been already mentioned that the MSS. are shewn to be inde> 
pendent of the printed edition by the appearance in them of five 
new lines. It so happens that these lines are certainly genuine, 
and of great importance. They are IL 822, 823, and 828, 829, 
and 830. It is quite easy to see why Reynold Wolfe did 
not print them ; they savoured far too much of the doctrine 
of transubstantiation to be likely to be acceptable to Protestant 
readers in the reign of Edward YI. ; and he therefore purposely 
suppressed them. But he did it very clumsily, for he quite over- 
looked the fact that the omission of them took away the clue to 
the context and quite robbed it of all meaning, so that the whole of 
IL 824 — 827 and 831 — 840 seem to be inserted, much to the reader's 
bewilderment, literally Orjpropoa of nothing.^ But now that these 
lines are restored, the drift of this whole passage is clear enough, and 
we perceive that the author is attacking the friars on yet one more 
point, viz. for the subtlety of their arguments about the sacrament of 
the mass, and for their attempts to explain a mystery which had much 

^ The word '< Ohapolory ** ib quoted in Richardson's Dictionary under the head 
of Chapel, by a strange blunder ; and the word *' Poynt-til," which is giyen in 
many dictionaries, is, I believe, one which never existed except by a misprint ; see 
note to 1. 194. 

' He made yet another clumsy alteration ; viz. by substituting *' Abbot " for 
*' bychop " in 11. 748 and 756, regardless of alliteration. 
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better, in his opinion, be left nnexplained. His belief is, he says, 
that ** Grod's body and blood are really in the sacrament ; and thoi:^h 
proud friars dispute about God's deity like dotards, the more tbt 
matter is stirred, the more confused they become. Christ said it m 
so ; then what need of more words t No need to study and bestir our 
wits. These masters of divinity, many of them, do not follow the 
faith, as many of the common people do. How may any man's un- 
assisted wit understand the mysteries of Christ that surpass all 
natural phenomena ? A man must be of as meek a heart as Christ 
himself to receive the Holy Ghost by the purity of his life ; and if a 
man is thus meek, he needs not to study the matter, nor to be called 
a Master (which Christ forbade), nor to put a cap on his bald pate ; 
all he need do is to preach and live a pure life, and to use no pride." 
Such is the true sense of the whole passage, and it is quite consistent 
and intelligible. It appears further that, with some notion of hiding 
the omission, five lines, U. 817 — 821, were inserted in the same 
edition ; these I beUeve to be spurious, and of no older date than 
1553. The imitation of style and spelling is very ingenious, but the 
alliteration in them is not so good. For further information, see note 
to L 817, Ac. 

§ 17. Glossary, &o. to the first printed edition. The edition 
of 1553 has some lines ^'to the reader" prefixed to it, and a Glossaiy 
at the end. I These are of little importance, but are printed here for 
completeness' sake. On the back of the title-page we find, in 

italics — 

" To the Reader. 

To read strange neweSj desires manye^ 

Which at my hande they can not haue ; ' 

For here is hut antiquitie 
Eaypressed only, as tholde books gavs. 

Take in good part, and not depraue 
The Ploughmans Crede, ientyll reader : 

Loo, this is aU that I requyer.** 

On the last leaf we find, in black letter — '' For to occupie this 
leaffe which els shuld haue ben vacant, I haue made an interpreta- 
tion of certayne hard wordes vsed in this booke for the better vnderr 
Standyng of it. 

^ Also » few side-notes, printed in this volume in capital letUrt* 
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Frayning, foTBakyng 

Wunede,' wont 

Giaith, tmth 

Erde, erth 

Lene, beleue 

God,' good 

Bjiapeth, deceiueth 

Glaueryng, flattering 

Puple, people 

Cholede,' solTered 

Glees, playes 

Hobelen, skipping 

Monelich,* monylesse 

Pulched, polished 

Mightestoo, mihgtest^ thou 

Semed,* gased 

yeme, ofte 

Quaintly, strangely 

Pnre, very 

Munte, went 

Bellich, well 

Tild, set 

Hynies,^ caues 

Feele, many 

The lesidue the diligent 



Ey.egge 
Lellich, trueljr 
Egged, mooed 
Theigh, though 
LoTennen, learned man 
Stightle, stajr 
Cherlich, gladlj 
Looted, howed 
Preing,* praisjng 
Fonden, walk 
Halt, kept 

Hetesy* commanndemento 
Sigge, say 
Ho, she 
Rotheren, oxon 
Dreccheth, drouneth 
Lacchen, catchen 
Lakke, blame 
Yerd," rodde 
Mystremen, nedy men 
Terre poughe, tar box 
Pris liif, cheif or yoong 
Forgabbed, belyed 
! Waynen," banysh 

reader shall (I trust) well ynough per- 



ceme. 



n 



Refers to 1. 32, where fhe old printed text has wmH$d$. 

Befers to L 42, where Dr Whitaker fhinkf it metiu CMy and I indiae to 
think 80 too. 

8ie; an error for Tholede, I. 90. 

An error for Mendiek, 1. 108. 

Sie. 

An error for ymedy 1. 159. 

See note to 1. 182. 

The old text has preying^ i. e. praying, I. 336. 

For Heates; cf. 1. 345 with 1. 26. 
^^ Only occurs in Lym-^erde, 1. 564. 

» Sie; an error for Wayuen. It should be noted that many of these explana- 
tions are quite wrong ; see the Glossarial Index. 



ADDITIONAL NOTE TO l. 428. 

As regards the descriptioii of the poor ploagbnaii, Mr Fomivall has 
kindlj sent me the foUowing quotation, which helps to shew that the 
mesniog of wiete is wMUiM^, poor, meoMj as already suggested. 



** ' He doth m j-selfe in strange arraj, 
in a heggars hahbitt I will goe, 
/iot when I oome before the Erie of March, 
mj clothing strange he shall not knowe.' 

John, hee gott on a clouted cloake, 
soe meeie & low then bj his knee, 
with 4 garters vpon one Legg, 
2 aboue, & towe below, tmlje." 
JTilliam Stewdri and Jokm ; Bp. Percy's Folio MS., p. 432 ; 
printed in vol. iiL of the Ballads ^ Romances. 

1 would add, with regard to the word kokscfynes, that iacJke in German 
and iak in Dutch, are both used to denote the keel. 

With regard to U. 627-629, a reply to my query in ''Notes and Queries " 
has appeared, written by Mr G. A. Sala. See N. & Q. ; 3rd S. xii. 211. 



CORRECTIONS. 



p. iii. 1. 14 ; for 1832 rwd 1842. 

P. iii. 1. 2 from bottom ; Mr Wright i« mistaken io one point ; tlio 
British Maseam MS. is not on paper, bat on vellum, 

P. vi. 1. 17 ; for speciments rtad specimens. 

P. xz. A better meaning of mete is scanty, msufficienL The ex- 
planation of hokshyneg has been entirely altered ; see below. 

P. 2, 1. 26. The word indistinctly printed is *< holden." 

P. 13, 1. 352. Perhaps troJU is the better spelling, after all ; cf. O.Fr. 
trufie, 

P. 14, L 366 ; and P. 22, 1. 573. For God lene read God lene [i. e. 
permit]. 

P. 29, 1. 786. For mene-mong com read mene mong-com. 

P. 34, 1. Sfrom bottom. For Jongleurs rtskd jougleurs, 

P. 35, note to 1. 65. The Pied Friars (Fratres de Pica) had but one 
house, viz. at Norwich. 

The expression Freres Pye occurs in Walsingham, ed. Riley, i. 182. 
The order was dissolved, and they were obliged to join one of the four 
principal orders ; we may iufer that they joined the Carmelites. See 
Notes and Queries ; 4 S. ii. 496. 

P. 38, note to 1. 180. See also Bagman in Halliweirs Dictionary. 

P. 40, footnote. Neree means kidneys; cf. G. Nitre, 

P. 41, line 1. This explanation is quite wrong. L. 230 means, " it 
was good enough in its ground or texture to bear being dyed in grain," 
i. e. of a fast colour. See Smith's Student's Manual of the Engliuh 
Language, p. 55 ; cf. Collier's Eccl. Hist. i. 612. 

P. 46, note to 1. 425. read " his hose overhung his gaiters 
(hokschynes = Tutskifu), and so got bedaubed with mud." 

P. 46, note to 1. 428. Mete means tights scanty, insufficient^ 



CORRECTIONS. 

P. 47, la$i Um but one. Add ; after " Mcnonrs." 

P. 48, note to I 516. Bead '' niea fadv duru,** &c. ; also " fjri " for 
" thyrl." 

P. 53, 1. 744. The line means — *' Now must each cobbler set his eon 
to school.** The note is wrong. 

P. 54, 1. 782. Cf. ''But, Jak, thou^ Ihi questions semen to thee wyse, 

3et li^tly a lewid inau maye Uf/en hern a water ;'^ 
Reply of Frier Dawo Topias ; PoL Poems^ ii. 43. 

Glossary. Cloutede, patched ; without reference to the cleat; see 
Gloss, to Will, of Paleme. 

Hokschynes, gaiters, 426. It is certainly the Ayrshire hoeskins or 
htishionSf Ross, hoggen; another form of hoskins^ the dimin. of hose. 
The hoeshitii are of various sorts ; some are made of old stockiugs 
with the feet cut ofL For the change of ^9 and sk^ cC axe with ask. 

Under " Lene,'' strike out the references to II. 366, 753. 

Insert — Leue, in phr, god lene = may God grant, 366, 753. Cf. 
G. erlauben / see my article in Notes and Queries, 4 S. ii. 126. 

Strike out **Menemong;** and insert — Mong-com, mixed com, 786. 
See Muncom in HaUiwell. Cf. A.S. mengan, to mix. 

*^ Mete " means scanty, insuflScient ; see the note on p. xx ; and 
compare the following quotation, sent me by Mr Wedgwood — 

" There *8 do room at my side, Margaret^ 
My coffin *% made bo meet." 

Add — Stare]), sparkle, shine, 553. 

For " Trefle '* read " Trofle," as it seems the better spelling. 

Tymen, think (them) fit, 742. See Beteem in Wedgwood. 

Add — ^Wayten, look out, watch, 469. 

P. 73. The poem, with the burden " London," &c., is printed in 
Reliq. Antiq. i. 205. In 1. 30 of God spede the Plough, "a styk of a 
bough " means a tally ; see note to Piers Plowman, iv. 48 (Clar. Press 
Series). 
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Ros, AiTD Curteis Crist • Jis begynnyiige spede, c>»»*«* m* ny 

_, j»ii. A 1-r-r OTOM ipeed this 

For pe faderes nrendchipe * fat fourmede Heuene, bcginninfi 
And Jom^ Je speciall spirit • Jat sprong of hem tweyne, 
And alle in on godhed * endles dwelle]> ! 4 

A and all myn Ab.c • after haue y lemed, ' ^^ "y P«t«r. 

And [patred] in my pater-noeter • iche poynt after ojor, ^▼•p *«* i know 

not yot xux Crsoda 

And after all, myn Av^^mane * almost to pe ende ; 7 
But all my kare is to comen • for y can noh3t my Crede. 
"Whan y schal schewen myn schrift • schent mote y 

worjjen, 
Jje prest "wil me punyche * & penatmce enioyne ; 
be Lengjje of a Lenten • flech moot y leue ' ^^ *>*▼• to 

After ]>at Estur ys yeomen * and fat is liard fare ; '; 12 EMtoriaoome. 
And "Wedenes-day iche wyke • wij-outen flech-mete. 
And also Je«u hymnself • to the Jewes he seyde, 
*' He Jat leeuej noi^t on me • he lesef J)e blisse." 
barf or leme be hyleue • leuest me were, 16 Th«wtow»nrti 

"^ r J > leum my Creed, 

And if any worldly wi^t • wille me coube, if any tnionum 

will teaeh mt. 

Oper lewed or lered • J)at lyuej J)erafter, 
And fulliche folweth pe feyj • and feynej) non ofer ; 
pat no worldliche wele • wilnej no tyme, 20 

But lyuej) in louynge of God • and his lawe holdej), 
And for no getynge of good • neuer his God greue)), 

8. spiHt^ sprite B. 17. And if] Yf B; Gif C. 

6. lpatred]jtAtre9 AC; part^# B; 19. AyH fey^ A; Faithe B; feith 

tee ncte^ amdfocftncie to I, 451. C; qf. I, 95. 

8. For y, A has )» by mUtake, here 20. wilnelf^tyme] willeth at no 

and inl,9'f BC hare L tyme {over an erattire) B« 



THE AUTHOR MEETS A MINORITE. 



I qoMtton manj 
01011, bat tiuiy 
ouindt tall me. 



Firtt I asked the 
Friars, who said 
the lock of belief 
laj locked Ui their 
bands. 



Miiromnss, ob 
es^TB Fbbbbs. 
I asked a Minorite 
flrst, 



telling him that I 
thonght a Garmel- 
tteoonldteaohme. 



The Minorite 
thought me mad» 
and said, 

*' Carmelites are 
mere Jugglers, 
and Jesters by 
nature. 



But follow[e]J) him Je full wey • as he J)e folke taughte. 
But to many maner of men • Jjis matter is asked, 24 
Bo)>e to lered and to lewed • ]jat seyn fat ]jey leueden 
Hollich on Je grete god • and hodden alle his hestes ; 
But by a fraynyng for- Jan • failej) Jer manye. 27 

For first y fraynede Je freres • and ]jey me fulle tolden, 
J)at all J)e finite of J)e fayjj • was in here foure ordres, 
And J)e cofres of cristendam • & J)e keye bojjen, 
And J)e lok [of beleve * lyeth] loken in her hondes. 
])anne [wende] y to wyten • & wij) a whi3t y mette, 32 
A Menoure in a morow-tide * & to J)is man I saide, 
** Sire, for grete god[e]s loue • J)e grai]) J)ou me telle, 
Of what myddelerde man • myjte y best leme 
My Crede 1 For I can it nou3t • my kare is J)e more ; 36 
& )er£oT6, for Cristes loue ! • J)i councell y praie. 
A Carm me ha]) y-couenaunt • J)e Crede me to teche ; 
But for J)ou knowest Cannes well • pi counsaile y 

aske." 
J)is Menour loked on me • and law3yng he seyde, 40 
" Leue Cristen man • y leue pat ])0U madde ! 
Whouj schulde fei techen fe God • pat con not hemseluel 
Jjei ben but jugulers • and iapers, of kynde, 
Lorels and Lechures • & lemmans holden ; 44 

Neyjjer in order ne out • but vn-ne]je lybbe]), 
And byiape]) pe folke • wi]) gestes of Rome ! 
It is but a faynt folk • i-founded vp-on iapes, 



23. followe})^ follow)? A j Followith 
B ; folweth C. 

25. ]>cy'] A has \>e\> hy mistake^ here 
and in 1. 28 ; BC have they, leueden"] 
leveden B ; liueden C. 

26. licstei] hesteg (jsic) A; hestys 
B ; hestes C. 

27. fraynyng] fraynyng A ; frayn- 
yng BC. 

28. freres] Friers B. )>ey me fulle] 
them full B (wA^rd them is over an 
era.sv/re'), 

30. ho\>en'] befen A ; bethen (?) B ; 
botheu C. 



31. [of— lyeth] From,'^\ ofbyleue 
lieth C ; an lene his A {corruptly^. 

32. [wende] wendB; wennede Cj 
wittede A. wyten] wytten C. 

33. Menoure] Minoure C. 

34. godes] gods A; godesBC. grai\>] 
graith C ; tniith (<wer graith erased) B. 

38. Crede] SoinK'R; Chas nede.* 

40. Menour] mynowr B ; Minour C. 

41. ]>at— madde] that thou maid B ; 
that thou madde C ; see 1. 280. 

42. schulde] miswritten schude in A. 

43. jugulers] yugulere A ; iugulera 0. 
46. gestes] testes B. 



THB MDTOBITB DBCRIBB THB AUOU8TIKB8L 3 

))ei make]) hem Maries men * (ho ^i men tellen), 48 

And liej) on our Ladie • many a longe tale. i^^Ja^Sm 

And JHxt wicked folke • wymmen bi-traief, •-^ 

And bigile]) hem of her good * wi^ glaueiynge wordeSp 

And ferwip holden her hous * in harlotes werkes. 52 

And, so saue me God ! • I hold it gret synne '• to •cwa rfaio 

To ^yuen hem any good ' swiche glotones to fynde, tkiag. 

To maynteyne swiche ' maner men * ^t mychel good C us* *'MPtoto.'*j 

destniyej. 
Jet seyn they in here sutilte • to sottes in town<^, 66 
]^ei comen out of Carmeli * Crist for to foUowen, 
& feyne]) hem with holynes * )Kzt yuele hem biseme^. 



Jjei lyuen more in lecherie • and lieth in her tales Th«y Hwino«« !■ 

tedMiy tluui to 

]^an suen any god liife ; * but [lurken] in her selles, 60 ip»dUfe; which 

[And] wynnen werldliche gud * & wasten it in 8}'iine. do,tfUM7kii*w <^^^ 

And 3if \>ei cou)>en her crede * o})er on Crist leueden, 

pel weren nou^t so bardie • swich harlotri vsen. 

Sikerli y can nou^t fynden * who hem lirst foimded, 64 Ho om «mid«d 

But ^e foles foundeden hem>self * freres of the I^e, umj ftmadtd ' 

And maken hem mendynauns * & marre J^e puple. 

!But what glut of ]70 gomes * may any good kachen, Krtnrtiatton 

He will kepen it hym-self * & cofren it faste, 68 kteptaUtohia. 

And ^ei^ his felawes fayle good * for him he may 

steruen. 
Her money may bi-quest * & testament maken, PeopUnuijiHir* 

And no obedience here * but don as [hem] luste. tiM&doMUiij 

[And] ry3t as Robertes men • raken aboute, ' 72 

At feircs & at ful ales * & fyllen fe cuppe, Thtjr loaf abooi 

And prechejj all of pardon • to plesen the puple. 

48. go] and so BO. werdliche 0. 

49. lie\>'] leyth B ; lexeth C. 62. jif} Yef B; ghif C. 

53. gret] great B ; greate C. 65. foundeden] Foundon B. 

57. followen] folwen C. 68. hymeelf] hem self 0. 

59. lytien] ley vin B. tales] tallys 69. ]^ei2] though B ; tboigh C. 

B. 71. no] none BO. Ihem] hym ABC 

60. iuen] schewin B, [^lurken 0] (wrongly), lutte] list B. 

lyrken A ; lurkyn B. 72. I And] to in BC; A has try^t sa 

61. [And] But ABO. werldUchel 8c ryjt; see I. 215. 

1 ♦ 
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4 LUXUBT OF THE CARMELITES. 

Her pacience is all pased * & put out to ferme, 

And pride is in her pouerte * pat litell is to preisen. 76 

And at fe lulling of oure Ladye * J^e wjmmen to lyken, 

Th^rwtcTMtat And miracles of mydwyves'&maken wymmen to wenen 
pat pe lace of oure ladie smok * li^tef liem of children. 
pei ne prechen noujt of Powel * ne penaunce for synne, 
But all of mercy & mensk * pat Marie maie helpen. 81 

Th^'foUow altar Wif steme staues and stronge • fey ouer lond stiakeb 

woman , whom , 

thqroditiMir ]}ider as her lemmans ligge]> ' and lurke]; in townes, 

(Grey grete-hedede queues • wij) gold by Je eijen), 84 

And seyn, fat here sustren ])ei ben * fat soioume]) 
aboute ; 

And J)us about Jey gon • & godes folke by-traiej). 
St Paul prMudMd It is J>e puplc J)at Powel • preched of in his tyme ; 
theM; Phil. iu. He soyde of swich folk * pat so aboute wente, 88 

* Wepyng, y wame jow • of walkers aboute ; 

It hep enemyes of pe cros * pat crist opon ])olede. 

Swiche slomerers in slepe * Blau])e is her ende, 
\ And glotony is her God • wij) g[l]oppyng of diynk, 92 

And gladnes in glees * & gret ioye y-maked ; 

In pe schendyng of smche • schall mychel folk law3e.* 
So don't believe J)erfore, freud, for ])i feyj • fond to don betere, 
boTtot ttLmgoi'' ^^® noujt on ]jo losels * but let hem iovp pasen, 96 

For Jei ben fak in her fei]) • & fele mo oJ)ere." 
"Put can you not " Alas ! frere," quap I J»o • "my purpos is i-failed, 

tdl me of any (me xt • i» _j. j. i j. -l x 

wbooanteaohme -^ow IS my couufort a-cast ! * caustou no bote, 

m V f iwm3 P " ,1,1, 

' where y my3te meten wif a man • pat mj^te me 

[wissen] 100 

For to conne my Crede * Crist for to folwen 1 " 

80. Powet] Pawle B. 91. slflmerers] slomrera C. »lau]>e'\ 

81. merd — menth'] mary and melk Blauth B^; slaughte C. her] ther B. 
(!) B. 92. gloppyng"] goppyng A j golping 

84. ei'^en'] eighen 0. B ; gloppynge C. 

85. 8tistren'\ sustem C. 94. mychel folJi] many B. 
87. Parcel C] Powell A ; Powle B. 95. fond^ Found B. 

89. yfw] you BC. 99, cotmfort'] comfort BO. 

90. open] vpon BO. polede'] 100. [wissenl wyssen ; willen A 
tho lede C. (hy mistake for wiflen); whiHen B. 
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PRAI8I8 or TBS MIHORITm 

'^ /Iebtbtkb, felawe," qusif fe fireie ' ** wi^aten anj 

^ feUe. 
Of all men opon mold * we Menmes most schewe^ 
pe pure Apoetell[e]8 life * wi^ penance on er^ 104 
And snen hem in saunctite * & snf&en well haide. 
We hannten none tanemes * ne hobelen abonten ; 
At marketts & m jiaclea * we medle^ tb nevere ; 
We hondlen no money * but menelich faren^ 108 

And haren hunger at [the] meate * at ich a mel onea. 
We haaen forsaken the worlde * & in wo lybbe^. 
In penannce & pouerte * & preche)» ye pnple, w»iif t la 

By ensample of onre life * soules to helpen; 112 foraUoorkqr 

And in pouertie praien * for all oure parteneis wtajthiat. 

pat 3yue^ Ts any good * god to honouien, 
Ojwr bell o)>er booke * or breed to onr fode, 
Opei catell oJ>er do^ * to coveren wi^ onr bonea^ 116 
Money or money-worthe ; * here mede is in heven. 
For we bnlde]) a bnrwj ♦ a brod and a large^ f*w»bdid» 

IttffVv SOB WBCm 

A Ghirche and A Chapaile * with chambers a-lofte, wttiiwUMio«aui4 

bighwalliw 

Wip wide windowes y-wror^t • & wallea well heye^ 120 

pat mote bene portreid and paynt * & pnlched ful dene^ 

Wi)> gaie glittering glas * glowing as pe sonne. 

And my:2testou amenden vs * wib money of byn owne, Otjjiiwm 

Jpou chuldest cnely bifore Crist * in compas of gold 124 jooihauto 

In fe wide windowe westwarde * wel ni3e in the myddell, {|!^ wiaoa^ 

And seynt Fraunces him-self • schall folden the in his SUl?''^"* 

cope, 
And presente the to the trynitie ' and praie for thy 

synnes; 

103. opoTi] Tpon C. Mennres] 117. or] other BO. 

menniers B ; Minorites 0. 119. Chapaile] ohapitra B {<wer an 

104. ApotteUes] Apostells A ; erature) ; chapitle 0. 

aposteles C ; apostyll^^ B. 121. paynt] payntyd B ; paint 0. 

106. none] no C. 123. owne] owen C. 

107. inedeleY] medeley *C. 124. ehuldegt enely] cbooldeBt 

108. menelich] moneiich *0. knely C ; shouldest knely B. 

109. \the BC] J>er A {wrongly), 126. windowe] wyndowes B j wlnd- 

110. lyhheiK] resembles lyy veth in A. ow G. 
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6 THB AUTHOB BIDS THE MINOBITE FABEWELU 

Tour oMM shaU ))i name Bcliall noblich ben wryten * & wroujt for the 

bt rtad UMTt for ^^ck 

•Ttr. noneSy 128 

And, in remembrance of pe * j-rade f&r for euer. 
And, bro])er, be ])oa nou3t aferd ; ' [bytbenk in] thyn 
berte, 

NcTtrmindyoor ,)}0U3 bou conne noujt pi Crede * kare bou no more. 

CrMd; I n n 

•MiijiMoUyoa." I Bchal asoilen ])e, syre * & setten it on my soule, 132 
And ])ou maie maken piB good * ])enk ]>ou non oj>ei.^ 



u 



QiRE," y saide, " in certaine • y schal gon & asaye;"- 



I promised to try -^^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ bonde ' & asoilede me 

and find him pIptip 

toftKto."**' ***** ' And J)eir y parted him fro • wi])-outen any peine, 136 
In couenant pat y come a^en * Crist he me be-tau^te. 
J)anne saide y to my-self • " here semej) litel trewjje ! 
Th«n I thooffht of First to blamen his bro]7er * and bacbyten him foule, 
(iia.TiLi-4)j J)eire-as curteis Crist • clereliche saide, 140 

* Whow myjt-tou in thine brojjer eije • a bare mote 

loken. 
And in J)yn owen ei^e • nou^t a bem toten 1 " 
See fyrst on ])i-self * and 8i])en on ano])er. 
And dense clene pi sy3t • and kepe well J)yn ei^e, 144 
r- And for anojjer man?ies ei^e • ordeyne after.' 
and how ha And slso y sey coueitise • catel to fongen, 
new (LiSmSiT J^* ^^^ ^^t clerliche forboden * & clenliche destruede, 
^^^' And saide to his sueres * forsofe on fis wise, 148 

* Nou3t pi nei3bours good • couet yn no tyme.* 
- But charite & chastete • ben chased out clene, 

and that men are But Crist seide, 'by her fruyt * men shall hem ful 

known l^ their i * yi i ^ t 

fruite (Mat. vu. knowen. 151 

**^' Jeanne saide y, " certeyn, sire • J)Ou demest full trewe ! " 

128. noblich'] So in BC ; A really betaught 6C. 

has noblij', a mistake caused by read- 141. mysftou] myght thou BC. 

ing noblich as noblith. thine"] thy C, bro\>er] brothers C. 

130. IbytJienh in] So in C ; A 146. sey] saye B ; see C. 

corruptly has by j^enken. 147. destruede] distrayid B ; des- 

134. gon] So in BC ; A has gone. truede C. 

137. betau^te] A really has betai3te 149. cou^ yn] couetyn A ; coveit 

(^with the i undotted) by mere mistake; not at B ; coueyte in C. 
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SPLENDID OOXYENT OF THS DOXt^ICAXa 

AJTNE ]>oi^t 7 to fnjne pe first * of f'lB foore ordira^ i 
And precede to )>e prechoares ' to proven here wille. 



[Ich] lii3ede to her house * to herken of more ; 

And whan y cam to fat court ' 7 gaped aboute. 156 

Swich. a bild Wd, 7-buld * opon erbe heiito i tea 

Sa7 i nou3t in certeine * si)»^ a longe t7ma ttetreonvMi. 

Y ^emede vpon pat house ' & jeme ^eron loked, 159 

WI10U3 Je pileres weren 7-pe7nt • and pulched ful clene, nhadpfttof^ftiid 

And que7nteli i-coruen * wip curiouse knottes, 

Wi|) wyndowes well 7-wpoujt • wide vp o-lofie. »«• vtadov^ 

And ])anne 7 entrid in • and even-for^ went. 

And all was walled pat wone * ^uj it wid were, 164 

Wi|) postemes in pr7U7tie • to pasen when hem liste ; ^^p****^*^ 

Orchejardes and erberes * euesed well clcne» 



And a cnrioas cros ' craftl7 enta7ledf 

Wi]> tabernacles 7-ti3t * to toten all abouten. 168 

pe pris of a plou^-lond * of pen7e8 so rounde 

To ax)araile ])at p7ler * were pure l7toL 

])anne 7 munto me fotp * pe m7nstre to knowen, tim niMNr wm 

And arwa7tede a woon * wonderlie well 7-beld, 172 ^ 

Wi|) arches on eueriche half * & belliche 7-coryen9 

Wi|) crochetes on comers * wi]) knottes of golde, with moAt/u and 

Wyde w7ndowe8 7-wrou3t • 7-written full )»ikke, 

Schynen wi]? schapen scheldes * to schewen abouto, 176 

Wif merkes of marchauntes • 7-medled b7twene, wkUwindowft 

with o(wt*>of" 

Mo pBn twent7 and two ' twyes y-noumbred. uom, 

j)eT is none heraud pat ha]) * halt swich a rolle, 

Ili3t as a rageman * ha]) rekned hem newe. 180 

Tombes opon tabernacles * tyld opon lofto, nA nUed t<mii» 

of ftlftbftitftr aad 

Housed in himes * harde set abouton, . marbis, 

165. ITch C] With A (fty evident 166. Orcheyirdes] Oroheyardes ; 

mUtake); ytche 6. Orchardf« B. erberes] Erbara B. 

167. opori] vpon C. enesed AC] veyd B. 

158. Say"] Sawe B. 171. mtinte'] mount B. 

159. i^emede'] ^emyd B ; semed •C, 172. a woon] it anon (over an eror 
vpon] apon B ; ^opon 0. stire) B ; of^U 164. ybeld] ybild C. 

160. Whou^] How B; Wbow 0. 181. opon] vpon C. 

162. olofte] aloft B; alofte G. 182. himes] hernia B; homes *C. 
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wbcrtwlagr 
■enlptuntd 
kniflito. with 
lovalyladiM 



with iMd, and 
pftT«dwUh 



wwouTaduid 
■enl^itarM], wUh • 



Th« rtllBotoiy WM 
lik«iiro7mlhaU, 
and gl«Md likt B 
ehuxcb. 



Than Wife ottMr 
ehambetv, and 
chApela,attd 



TBS OLOISTEBSy OHAFTBB-HOUSEi 'AND REFBCTORT. 

Of armede alabauBtie * clad for ^e nones, 

[Made vpon marbel * in many maner wyse, 184 

Enjghteff in her conisanteff * clad for )>e nonesj 

All it semed seyntes * y-sacred opon erfe ; 

And lonely ladies y-wrou^t • leyen by her sydes 

In many gay garmented * fat weren gold-beten. 188 

)X)i9 J>e tax of ten jer • were trewly y-gadered, 

Kolde it nou^t maken fat hons ' half, as y trowe. 

Jeanne kam I to fat cloister * & gaped abouten 191 

Whou) it was pilered and peynt * & portred well clene^ 

All y-hyled vdf leed • lowe to fe stones, 

And y-paued wif peynt til • iche poynte after oJ)er ; 

Wi]> kondites of clene tyn * closed all abonte, 

WiJ> lauoures of latun • louelyche y-greithed. , 196 

I trowe fe gaynage of fe ground * in a gret schire 

Nolde aparaile fat place * oo poynt til other ende. 

psjme was fe chaptire-hous wrou3t * as a greet chirche, 

Coraen and couered * and queyntliche entayled ; 200 ■ 

WiJ) semlich selure • y-set on lofte ; 

As a Parlement-hous • y-peynted aboute, 

peame ferd y into firaytour * and fond fere an o])er, 203 

An halle for an hey^ kinge * an housholde to holden, 

WiJ brode hordes aboute • y-benched wel clene, 

WiJ) windowes of glas • wroujt as a Chirche. 

])anne walkede y ferrer * & went all abouten, 

And sei^ halles full hyje * & houses full noble, 208 

Chambers wi]) chymneyes * & Chapells gaie ; 

And kychens for an hyje kinge * in castells to holden. 



184, 185. Omitted in A; I give 
these lines from B, anly altering y^ 
nonys into fe nones, and Knyt^^ into 
KnyghW. 

184. vpon'] opon C. 

185. her oonisanteSj ther conisante 
0. 

187. leyen'] lyen B. 

188. garmentes] garaemens C. 
192. portred] porteiyd B ; portreyd 

0. 



194. peynt tif] painetyle B (indiS' 
tinotf and with some letter written 
over paine) ; poyiittyl C. 

199. ohaptire] chapter B ; chapitre 
0. 

201. yset] yseet •C; I-sett B. 

200. glas] glase B ; glaas G. 

208. m^] seigh 0; see B. 

209. ehym/neyes] chymeneya G 
chymbneis B. 



MfMft 



TBS FAT DOJfUnCAir FBUB. 

And her dortpur y-d^te * wi^ dores fal stronge ; 

Feimeiy and findtor * with fele mo honaeSy 212 Mmy wiiki 

And all strong ston wall * steme opon hei^ 

Wi)> gaie gariies & grete * ft iche hole y-glaaed ; 

[And o\ere\ honses y-nowe * to herberwe ^ qneeiie. Ttiwa 

^And 5et )»ise bilderes wilne beggen * a bagg-M of b^fUoTi 

wheate 216 J2r7 

- Of a pure pore man * )»at nude one^ paie 
I Half his rente in a jer * and half ben behynde ! 
)>anne turned y ajen * whan y hadde all y-toted^ 
And fond in a fireitonr * a frere on a benche, 220 i^^h 

A greet cherl & a grym * giowen as a tonne^ m a hmii/mik 

Wi^ a face as £Eit * as a full bledder, 
Blowen bretfull of bre^ * & as a bagge honged 22S 
Ou bo]»en his chekes, & his chyn * wi^ a chol lollede. 
As greet as a gos eye * growen all of giece ; i^ 
]>at all wagged his fleche * as a quyk myre. 
His cope \ai biclypped him ' wel clene was it folden, 
'-^ Of double worstede y-dyat • doun to be hele : 228 •^u»wru« 

His kyrtel of clene whijt * clenlyche y-sewed ; 
Hyt was good y-now of ground * greyn for to beren. 
I haylsede \at herdeman * & hendliche y saide^ 
*< Gode syre, for Godes loue * canstou me grai]> tellen 232 
To any worj^ely wy^t • fat [wissen] me couj^e 
Whou y schulde conne my Crede • Crist for to folowe, ' vtv^ Um to 
J^at leuede leUiche him-self * & lyuede f^rafter, eoouitiMii bm 

paX feynede non falshede ' but fully Crist suwede f 236 
For sich a certeyn man * syker wold y trosten, 
y)ai he wolde telle me )»e trew^ * and tume to none 

ober. 
Ajid an Austyn J^is ender dale * egged me faste ; 239 fHar," mu i, 

215. [Arid opere] A has to j>erej hy 225. A$^ So C. (fos effs] gose egg 

fnittake for & o\er^ ; BC hone And B. aXC\ ffall {oter an eramre) B. 

other. Of. footnote to U 72. 288. IwUMm] willen A; wUTen B; 

217. pure] B omU», wiBsen ; tee\, 100. 

221. ehert] chorl C. 285. leuede"] levid B ; lenede *C. 

222. a$fat as] so fat as C, 286. non] no 0. 

224. a ehot] achole B. 287. trosten] tresten B. 
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DOMDnCAKS ABS MADS FOFEB. 



n^^lnTfeiBA?* ^^ ^® wolde techen me wel • he ply3t me his tren]^, 
^^ And aejde me, ' serteyne * ej^en Crist died 

OiiiB oidir was [eaelles] ' & erst y-foimde.' " 
** T^TBST, felawe ! " qvokp he • " fy on his pilche ! 
'H^'""**'^ He is bnt ahortijf • eked wij» doutes ! 244 



He holde]» his oidynaonce * wi]>e hoies and ]>enes, 
And pmchase]^ hem piyoil^es * wi j» pen jes so lounde ; 
It is a pnr paidoneis craft * prone & asaje ! 
Forhane fei fi money * a moneJ» grafter, 248 

Certes, ^ei^ ^n come a^en * he njl pe noajt knowen. 
wwmthtam Bnt, felawe, our foundement ' was first of ]>e oj»ere, 

«« an Ott b«t ^nd we ben founded fulliche * wi|K>uten fayntise ; 

****^ And we ben clerkes y-cnowen * cunnynge in scole, 252 

Proned in procession ' by processe of lawe. 
Of onre ordie per hep * bichopes wel mauye, 
Seyntes on sundry stedes * pat soffireden harde ; 

iF«flntepopM: ^n^ ^e ben proued be prijs • of popes at Eome, 256 

^tgnt." And of gretest degre * as godspelles telle))." 

" A ! syre," quaj» y Jeanne • " povL seyst a gret wonder, 

*ciuM vdtoBoi Si]>en Crist seyd hym-self • to all his disciples, 

Kit. zx. fd^ 27; * WAtch of 3on pat is most ' most scbal he werche, 260 
Afid who is goer byfome ' first schal he seruen.' 

La. z. IS. And seyde, ' he sawe satan * sytten full hey3e 

And ful lowe ben y-leyd ;' • in lyknes he tolde, 
\>at in poaemesse of spyrit * is spedfullest hele, 264 
And hertes of heynesse * harme)) p% soule. 

iiNid«Umfiu«- And j>erfore,*^re, fare well ' here fyude y but pride ; 

^ Y preise nor^t pi preching • but as a pure myte." 

And anger[l]ich y wandrede * pe Austyns to proue, 268 

thi AvavRnra And mette wib a maister of bo men • & meklich y sevde, 

TiMD I found an *' Maister, for pQ moder loue * J>at Marie men kalle]?, 

241. sy^pen] misTPritten sy^en in A, 263. ful lowe] fullowe AB; follow C 
hy mere slip; sythyn B; syghthen C. {hut the words should be separatett), 

242. [eueUes'] From C; yvellis 265. heynesse\ highnes {aUo hey- 
B ; y-uelles {altered to y-ueffes) A. nesse in margin^ B ; heyne *C. 

248. H] thy C ; the B. 267. preching] precbyns ♦C. 

249. nyf] nyll B ; wU C. 268. Migerlich'] angreiche B; anger* 
261. hy/bme] afom B. ich AC ; see note. 



I 



THB AUOUSTIKK DBCBOB THB lCDrOBITI& II 

Enowest ^n oo^t, ]>er ^u comest * a creaftoor on er^ 
I \)ai coude me my Ciede teche ' and trewliche enfoonne, 

Wi^nten flateiynge faie * A noting feynet 273 

)>at folwe]» fnUiche pe feip ' and none other fables, 
Wi]>-outen gabbynge of gloee * as fe godspellcs iellc^ I 
A Menonr bab me boUy by-by:t * to belen my soule. "a mimhi*,* 
For he aeif fat her sekte * is sykeieet on er^, 277 mj msi. 

And ben kepeis of ]>e keye * ^t Cristendome helpe^, *» (Uy kw» 
And purpljiche in pouerte * fe apoetells ^y 8uwe]».** 



" A LAS ! " qn&p pe frier * ** aknost y madde in mynde, ' 

-^ To sen hooj fia Minonres * many men begyleth ! Miwirti«» tana* 
SoJ^liy somme of po gomes * ha^ more good him-selue 
))an ten kny3te8 pat y knowe * of catell in cofers ! 
In fraytoor ]>ei faren best * of all ^ foure orders, 284 
And [ysen] ypociicie * in all fat fej werchen. 
And prechen all of paifitnes ' but loke now, y ye praye, 
Koo^t but pro&e hem inpiyvite * a [peny] for a masse, Oidf^mrom • 
And, but his cnaue be prest * put out myne ei^e, 288 kit nna !• iwdf 
]>0Ti3 he hadde more money hid * ^an maichantef of ^^ 

woUe ! ' 

Loke hou^ j^is loresmen * lordes bytrayen, 
Seyn fat fey folwen folly • Fraunceses rewle, 
pat in cotynge of his cope * is more clof y-folden 292 
ban was in Fraunces froo * whan he hem first made. SMwiwtiwi* 
And ^et, yndcr fat cope * a cote haf he furred, ud yet umj hmw 

Wif foyns, or wif fitchewes ' ofer fyn beuer, bmoith; oai 

And fat is cutted to f e kne • & queyntly y-botend, 296 iJ^ ^^"1;;^ 
Lest any spirituall man * aspie fat gile. 
Fraunces bad his breferen * barfote to wenden ; Th^ ought to fo 

271. creatour] creatare C. vsuneA. 

273. feyne'] fayne B. 286. aU of] of aU B. 

275. gahhyjige] gabyDge G ; gabb- 287. \_peny BC] pany A. 

ing B. godspeUes] gospelltf« B. 288. onaue'] knave B ; name *C. 

276. Menaur] minoicr B ; Minoure presf] Prest *C. 

C. 294. ha]}^ A hoi hafe {hadly); 

279. purliche'] puriche ABC; hit hath BO. 
see I 818. 295. JUehewes] fichewes 0; fiohea 

283. co/ers] cofree C. B. 

285. [vsen] vsun C ; yson B ; 
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PEAI8E8 or THB AUQU8TINB FRIAB8. 



tenfoot, nd th^ 
h«Tftlmokl«d 
•hoM» andhoM 
•lUj oat ihorl. 



LOfdi lOT* flMIB, 

filrtliqrietmio 
hiimbl0,1mtthtj 
anport hjpo* 



W§ wart fimndtd 
flntk and wart 
hannlta in tha 
wUdarMaa, 



tmOkoaafrian 

tnyadadtlia 

towna^ 



and wa fbllowad 
tham,toa]na&d 
tbam. 



AU that balp oar 
hooM wa at oooa 



Do you halp oa, 
and we'll grant 
joa a proyincial 



Nou ban ^ei bucled schon * for bleynynge of ber beles^ 
And bosen in baide weder * y-bamled by ^e ancle, 300 
And splcerie spiad in ber purse * to parten wbere bem 

lust 
Lordes lonetb bem well * for ]»ei so lowe croucben ; 
But knewen men ber cautel * & ber queynt wordes, 
pei wolde worcbypen bem * nonjt but a litel, 304 

pe image of ypocricie * ymped vpon fendes. 
But, sone, jif Jk)u wilte ben syker * secbe ^ou no fertber, 
We filers be ]>e first * and founded ypon treu]>e. 
Paul primuB [heremitd] * put vs bim-selue 308 

Awey into wildemes * ^e werlde to dispisen ; 
And ))ere we leng[e]den full longe • & lyueden full barde, 
For-to all fia freren folke * weren founded in townes. 
And taujten vntruHe ; • and fat we well aspiede, 312 
And for cbefe cbaritie * we cliargeden vs seluen ; 
In amending of f is men * we maden oure celles 
To ben in cyties ynset • to sty3tle pe people, 
Precbing & praying • as profetes scbulden ; 316 

And so we bolden vs pe beued • of all boly cbircbe. 
We baue power of tbe pope • purlicbe assoilen 
All fat belpen our bous • in belpe of ber soules, 
To dispensen bem wip • in dedes of eynne ; 320 

All pat amendetb oure bous * in money oper elles, 
Wip come oper catell • or elopes of beddes, 
Oper bedys or brocbe • or breed for our fode. 
And ^if pou bast any good • & wilt pi-selfe belpen, 324 
Helpe vs bertlicbe perwipe • & bere I vndertake, 
Jjou scbalt ben broper of our bous • & a boke babben 



299. hleynynge] bleynyng B ; blen- 
yngO. 

800. yhamled] y-hamelid B. 

301. sprad] speed B. 

303. knewen] knowen ♦0. her] A 
mrtmgly has heir the second time, 

307. le] beth C ; bethe B. 

308. [heremUa] heremite ABC 
(mrongly)\ see note. 



810. lengeden] 8o in Q\ lengden 
A ; longeden B. lyueden] leueden O, 

316. styrtle] stightlen B ; styghtle 
C. 

317. heued] hedd B {over eraswre) ; 
hetheued ♦C. 

820. hem m\>] with hem B. 

822. o\>er] or witA B. of] to BO. 



THE TWO CARMELITES IN A TAVERN. 13 

(At be next chaptire) ' clereliche ensealed ; letter; niMMU 

joa now." 

And ^anne oure prooinciall * ha^ power to assoilen 328 

AUe snstren & bie^eren * fat hef of our order. 

And fovi^ fou conne nou3t pi Crede ' knele downe here ; 

My soule y sette for fjn • to asoile fe clene, 

In Couenaunt fat J»ou come againe * & katell \s 

bringe." ^ 332 - 

And banne loutede y adoun • & he me leue srauntede, ' '"*•'* ^*'^»» ^ 
And so I partid him firo * <fi; ])e firere left. tofthia. 

Jeanne seid I to mynself • " here is no bote ; ^ 335 
Heer e piide is fe pater-noster ' in preyinge of synne ; \ ' 
Here Crede is coueytise ; • now can y no ferber, u to gototh* 
3et will y fonden forf • & &aynen f e Karmes." 
1<%ANNE totede y into a tau^:ne * & pet y aspyede thxCabmslixm, 

-* Two frere Karmes • wij> a full coppe. - ^. 340 vbuxs. 
peie y auntrede me in * <& ai[8]liche y seide, \ 
" Leue syre, for pe lordes loue • Jat fou on leuest, 
Lere me to som man * my Crede for to leme, nuutM, i Mk«dir 

pat lyuej> in [lei] lijf • and louef no synne, 344 jSlfSiwn «»' 

And glose]) nou3t pe godspell • but halt Godes he[s]tes, ^"•^ 
And neper money ne mede * ne may him noujt letten 
But werchen after Godes worde • wiJK)uten any faile. 
A prechour y-professed • hab pli^t me his trewbe 348 "A Dominieui,'*^ 

I saidf " had 

To techen mo trewlie ; * but woldest ))ou me tellen offond to teach 
For pei ben certayne men • & syker on to trosten, 
Y wolde quyten pe pi mede • as my mi^te were." 
« A TRBPLB," qua)) he, " trewlie 1 'his treup is full 
A HteU! 362 

lie dyned nonit wib Domynike • sibe Crist deide ! 
For wi), fe fZoes of pride • J,e prechours dweUen ; 'J^ZX- 



327. chaptire] chapiter B ; chapitre liche'] aillich B ; aiBliche C ; see note. 

C. 843. Lere"] teache (over eraswre) B. 

329. sugtren — hrejjeren] susteme 344. llel C] Lei A ; leele B. 

and brotherin B. 345. hettes] In A a7id C mitmritten 

336. preyinge"] yreyng B. hetes ; hut B hat hestys. 

338. forY] fourth B. 352. A has trofle, ^ a mere slip. 

341. auwtrede] aventeryd B. au- 
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THK DOMINICANS AT HERTFORD. 



Uvtwllhlofda. 



NoU their foliic*- 
en at Hwtfordt 



lum thaj flatter 
theUnff. 



Where do they 
deal with poor 
men, that have 
nothing to five 
them? 



They are proader 
thaaLncUSMT. 



One who cannot 
Bay his Responds 
expounds the laws. 



pei bene as digue as fe devel * fat droppejy fro heuene. 

Wi]» hertes of heynesse * woa3 halwen j^ei chiiches 356 

And deleip in devynitie * as dogges do]y bones ! 

))ei medleth wif messages * & manages of giete ; 

pej leeuen wij» lordes * yrip lesynges y-nowe ; 

pej bigge^ hem bichopiyches * wij» bagges of 

golde ; 360 

J)ei wilnej> worcbipes — • but waite on her dedes ! 
Herken at Herdforpe • hou pat J>ey wercben, 
And loke whoa pat pei lyyen * & leeue as pou fyndest. 
J^y [ben] counseilours of kinges • Crist wot pe 

sopOy 364 

Whou pey [cnrry] kinges • & her back clawep ! 
God lene hem leden well * in ly vinge of heven. 
And glose hem nou3t for her good ' to greyen hei 

soules ! 367 

Y pray pe, where ben pei pryue • wip any pore wi^tes, 
pat maie not amenden her boos ' ne amenden hem- 

seluen ) 
J^i prechen in proude harte • & preisep her order, 
And werdliche worchype • wiliie> in erfe. 
Leeue it well, lef man * & men ry3t-lokede, 372 

per is more pryue pride • in prechours hertes 
J?an per lefte in Lucyfer • er he were lowe fallen ; 
J?ey ben digne as dich water • pat dogges in baytep. 
Loke a ribaut of hem * pat can nou3t wel reden 376 
His rewle ne his respondes • but be pure rote, 
Als as he were a connynge Gierke * he castep pe lawes, 



S55. as digne] so digne C. 

856. \fei'] the BC. (Obs. the » 
Vaey frequently in B.) 

358. medletK] meddeley B {cf. L 
107); medelethC. 

369. leeuen"] lyven B. . 

360. biggeY] beggen {over erasure) 
B. 

362. Serd/or]>e] Hartflfourde B. 

863. leeue] bcleye (over erasure) B. 

864. [ben C] beyn A ; bene B. 



365. Icvrry] Such is the reading ; 
in A miswritten carry; currey B; 
curreth C. 

366. lene hem] leye hym B ; leue 
hem C. 

372. Leeue^ Ken B (but leave ti 
written at end of I. 371). 

374. er] or C. 

378. caste\>] The MS. seems to have 
hasteth, perhaps for kastep ; kasteth 
B; castethC. 



PBAISES OF THE CARMELITES. 15 

Noxi^t lowli but lordly • & leesinges lyej>. 

For ry3t as Menoures • most ypociicie vsef, 380 J^IJ^IJV" ^ 

Ry3t so ben Prechers proude • purlycbe in herte. Pw^iwrB proud. 

But, Cristen creatonr • we Karmes first comen 

Even in Elyes tyme • first of hem all, ^.1^^^^ 

And lyven by our Lady • & lelly liir seruen 384 dv»of Biy«h, 

In clene comun life • kepen vs out of synne ; 

Nowt proude as prechours bef * but prayen full still JhrthS^S!*" 

For all fe soules and fe lyves • fat we by lybbeth. 

We connen on no queyntyse • (Crist wot fe sofe !) 388 

But bysiejj vs in oure bedes • as vs best holdef. 

And ferfore, leue leel man • leeue fat ich sygge, 

A masse of vs mene men • is of more mede oarmMaw am of 

most worth. 

And passeth all praiers ' of fies proude freers. 392 

And bou wilt lyuen vs any good * y would be here Giv«iMtoino. 

thing, and 70a an 
graunten pardoned; 

To taken all fy penance • in peril of my soule ; 
And ))0U3 Jjou conne nou3t fy crede • clene fe assoile, ^^ »•▼«" ™*n* 
So fat fou mowe amenden our hous * wif money o\er 
elles, 396 

Wif som katell ofer come ' or cuppes of siluer." 
" fpREWELT, firere," quaf y f • " to tellen fe fe sofe, 
•^ \>er is no peny in my palke • to payen for my "ihaTent* 

penny," said I; 
mete j ' ** bat teach me mj 

I haue no good ne no gold • but go fus abouten, "400 do whau caZ" 

And travaile full trewlye • to wynnen withe my fode. 

But woldest Jjou for godes loue • leme me my Crede, 

Y schuld don for fy will • whan I wele hadde." 

** Trewlie," quaf fe frere * " a fol y fe holde ! 404 "Toumintbe a 

J50U woldest not weten f y fote • & woldest fich kacchen ! «iikethe cat that 

Our pardon & oure preiers * so bef fey nou3t parted, ^^ we er ee 

880. Menoure$\ mynors B Min- 895. conne nou^f] cannot B. 

cures C. 896. m4)we] now B. 

388. connen"] cannon B ; couuen 899. palke'] palk B ; pakke ♦C. 

♦C. on] struck through in B. ioYe] 403, \>y tvilf] the will B ; the wil 

Bouthe C. C. 

893. would] woU B. !?«] ye ♦O. 406. parteeP^ parten ♦O. 

894. in] on B. 
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THB AUTHOB MEETS THE POOR PLOUGHMAN. 



^- 



Imwtgoiiovto 
ft houMwUipiHio 



tan "'■ » ^^« Inl 

win. 



IlMpatogataB 
AjnulfiMr my- 



Tva P&oueB- 



Ouie power hatep nou^t so feer - but we some peny 

fongen. 
Fare well,'* quaf pe frere • " for y mot lie])en fonden. 
And hyen to an houswife * ^at ha^ vs beque^n 409 
Ten potinde in hir testament * to tellen ye soj^e. 
Ho diawe^ to fe de^e-warde * but jet I am in drede 
Lest ho tume her testament * & ^erfore I liyje 412 
To hauen hir to our hous ' and benten jif y mijte 
An Anuell for myn owen [yse] * to belpen to cloj>e." 
^* Godys forbode,** qua^ [bis] fellawe ' '^ but bo for]? passe 
Wil bo is in purpose • wif vs to departen ; 416 

God let ber no lenger lyven • for letteres ben manye." 
I^AKKE turned y me for))e * and talked to my-selue 
•* Of f e falsbede of f is folk • wbou feifles they 

[weren]. 
And as y wente be J)e waie • wepynge for sorowe, 420 
[I] ^ seij a sely man me by * opon fe plow bongen. 



[IMS. "AT 
Wandering oo, I 

wirnpioagiunaD, His cote wss of a cloute ' fat cary was y-called, 
His bod was fuU of boles * & bis beer oute, 



torn hood, and 
knobbed ihoefl. 



424 



He WM in mad 
alBUMt up to the 



Wij> bis knopped scbon • clouted full fykke ; 

His ton toteden out * as be j^e londe treddede, 

His bosen ouerbongen bis bokscbynes ' on eueriche a 

side, 
Al beslombred in fen * as he ))e plow f olwede ; 
Twey myteynes, as mete * maad aU of cloutes ; 428 
pQ fyngers weren for-werd • & ful of fen bonged. 
])is whit waselede in ])e [fen] * almost to fe ande, 
Foure roferen hym by-fom • feA feble were [wor))en] ; 



407. 90 feer] soflfer B. 

414. [vse BC] vs A. 

415. [Am BC] ibis A. 

417. letteres] lettes ther (over 
eroiuref and with ther above the line') 

B. 

419. whou] how Bj whow C. 
[weren C] weme A ; werren B. 

421. [J] I propose this reading; 
A has k ; BC And. 

426. hohsehynes] hoohBhynes B 



(where ok is written over an erased k) ; 
hokshjmes C. a] nearly erased in B. 

427. beslombred] beslomered C. 

428. mete] nettes (over erasure^ B ; 
meter ♦C. 

429. forwerd] Forweryd B, 
480. [/en B] fem A ; feen C. 
431. [wor\yen] Such should be the 

reading ; we find worH A ; worthe B; 
worthi C ; no doubt the original had 
wor)>e ■» worJ>e». 



THB PLOUGHMAN BATS THB TKlABB ARS FALSE. 17 

Men my3te leken ich a lyb * so reufull fej weren. 432 

His wijf walked him wif • wij a longe gode, y*;^ ^^— 



a cntted cote * cutted full lieyje, 
Wrapped in a wynwe schete * to weren hira fro 

weders, 
Barfote on ^e bare ijs * ^t fe blod folvede. 436 

And at Jw londes ende laye • a litell ciom-bolley ^^^ ^ 

Aiid heron lay a litell childe • lapped in cloutes, ^^ »»^ **• 

And tweyne of tweie ^eies olde * opon a-no^ syde. 
And aJle ]>ey songen o songe * ^t sorwe was to heren ; 
]>ey crieden alle o cry * a carefoll note. 441 

\>e sely man si^ede sore, A seide * '^chOdien, be^ 

stiUe ! *' 
Jrifl man loked opon me • & leet Je plow stonden, , Ht«*k«4«»w%y 
And seyde, '^ sely man, why sy^est ^u so haide f 444 
i^if ^e lakke lijflode * lene ^e ich will ^ 

jSwickgood as God haj> sent • go we, leue bro^." 
[T saide ^anne, ''naye, sire ' my soiwe is wel more ; 
For y can nou;t my Ciede ' y kare well haide : 448 i toM hin. 
For y can fynden no man * ]»at fully byleae]>, boc ban ny 

To techen me J>e heyje weie • & f crfore I wepe. ^**^ 

For y haue [fended] )>e fibers * of ^e foure orders, 451 
For ]7ere I wende haue wist * but now my wit lakke^ ; 
And all my hope was on hem * & myn herte also : thMgh i bad 

But ^ei ben fiilly fei])les * and ^e fend suej>." would taaoh ma. 

" A ! brojjer," quaj> he f O' • " beware of fo toles ! "B«to» oc 

For Crist seyde himnselfe ' 'of swiche y ^ou wame,' 456 ''aachriatbada 
And false profetes in \q fei]y * he fulliche hem calde, 
* In vestimentia ouium • but onlie wi^inne 
Jjei ben wilde wer-wolues • \ai wiln f e folk robben.' 
be fend founded hem first ' ^ fei^ to destroie, 460 tbam. 

432. re^M] rewfuUe B ; fentfol 451. [/omM] 8ueh is the true 

*C. reading; yet ABO have fondas, thew* 

435. feynwe'] wynow B. ing a mietake in their eemnum 

437. laye'\ lath *C. holW] bole B. original. So also in I. 6. 

439. olde^ elde B. 457. hem] hym B. 

445. ^ ]}e'] yif thou B ; Gif the C. 460. /endr\ fen ♦0. 
447. wet] mycho B. 
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8 DEOGSERACY OF THB FRIABS. 

And by his crafl ^ei comen in ' to combren ^e cUrche, 
r. By ^ coaeiteise of liia craft ' ])e curates to helpon j 

But now ))ey hauen an hold ' fey barmen full many. 
TibOoviKt }}ei don noi^t after Domynick ' but dreccbep fie puple, 
fc Ife folwen noujt Frauncea ■ but falalyche lybben, i65 

And Austynes rewle ' ))ei rekne)) but a fable, 

But purchase]) hem pryuylege ' of popes at Eoma 
r»nt«n- ))ei coueten confeasions ' to kachen some hire, 
ill." And eepultuies also ' some wayten to cacchcn ; 469 

But ojier cures of Criaten ■ Jiei coveten noujt to haue, 

But fere as wynnynge lijf ■ he lokef none ofer," 

liou; schal y nemne fy name ' fat neijboures fe 
kaliej) 1 " 472 

ighman." " Peres," quaf he, " fe pore man ■ f e plowe-man y 
hafte." 

" A \ Peres," q^uaf y (lo ■ " y pray fe, Jiou njc telle 
ud him to More of fise tryflers ■ hou trechurly fei libbejt 1 
1, For ichon of hem haf told me ■ a tale of |)at o)ier, 476 

Of her wicked lijf ■ in werMo fat hy lybbef. 

I trowe fat some wikked wy,t ■ wroujte fis orders 
"hethM their [Jjoruj] fat gleym of fat gest ■ fat Golias is y-calde, 
iiu"orto Ofer ells Satan him-self ' aente hem &o hell 480 

To cumbren men wif her craft ■ Cristendome to 
schenden % " 
>piMihtti[ "Dere brofer," quaf Peres ■ " f e derell is ful queynte; 

To encombren holy Churche ■ he castef ful harde, 
K. And flurichef hia falsnes ■ opon fele wise, 484 

And fer he castef to-forn ' f e folke to destroye. 
iT»™ciiin'i Of fe kynrede of Caym ■ he caste fe freres, 
'hutiea^ And founded hem on Farysens ' feyned for gode ; 

85. A%] Hb*C. 479. [Iwruj] This excellent reading 

58. eittieten] So ii G i eoaetixa &. ; U iv^geated by MS. B; mkieh hat 

iyton B. Sue I. 470. Thoughe, altered to Thorughe i me 

69. lepuUurei] Sa in AB; aepul- find Trowe ye A; Trow ya C ; both 

IS *C. eaoehea'\ kashen B; laO' are corruptuma, due to the line i^ove. 

n O. 484. feUI saly B. 

73. haU«1 hott B. 486. hyarede} fcyodred B. 

76. t>oi] B mnitt. 487. m^ or B. Farytetu] Sarj- 

77. fty] ho BO. teaea 'C. jade} good B ; God 'C. 



THEY ARE LIKE THE PHARISEES. 19 

But fei wij? her fals fai)) • michel folk schendef, 488 

Crist calde hem him-self • kynde ypocrites ; 

How often he cursed hem ' • well can y tellen t' ^®* "^•"••"J 

He seide ones him-self • to bat sory puple, Christ called snch 

■x-rr IT II* 1 If Ai\n n»«n hypocrite* 

* Wo worfe 30U, wy3tes * wel lemed of pe lawe ! 492 {Luk« xL 46, 47). 

Eft he seyde to hem-selfe * * wo mote 30U worpen, 

j)at fe toumhes of profetes • tildef vp hei^e ! 

3oure faderes fordeden hem * & to pe dep hem brou3te.' 

Here y touche pis two • twynnen hem I penke ; 496 J5?*SJII?i^"** 

Who wilneb ben wisere of lawe • ban lewde freres, *hey like to be 

' ' called m«ut0rt. 

And in multitude of men ' ben maysters y-called, 

And wilnep worchips of pe werlde • & sitten wip heye, 

And leuep louynge of God • and lownesse behindel 600 

And in beldinge of tombes * pei trauailep grete they build flu* 

To chargen her chirche-flore • and chaungen it ofte. °* ' 

And pe fader of pe freers * defouled hir soules, Tbeihtherof 

fat was pe dygglnge devel • pat drecchep men ofte. 504 

Jje divill by his dotage • dissauep pe chirche, 

And put in pe prechours • y-paynted wipouten : it wae he who 

bxoufht in tha 

And by his queyntise pey comen in • pe curates to Pnaohan. 

helpen, 
But pat harmede hem harde ' and halp hem full litell ! 
But Austines ordynaunce • was on a good trewpe, 609 ret Aontyn, 
And also Domynikes dedes • weren [deruelich] y-vsed, prands foanded 
And Frauncis founded his folke * fulliche on trewpe, **^"° '™ ' 
Pure parfit prestes ' in penaunce to lybben, 612 

In loue and in lownesse • & lettinge of pride, 
Grounded on pe godspell * as God bad him-selue. 
But now pe glose is so greit * in gladding tales But now the 

491. ones] ons BC. 601. beldinge] bulding B ; beldyng 

493. Jiemselfe] bym-self B. ^ov.'] C ; hut the true reading %» probably 
ye B. teldinge ; cf. 11. 181, 494. 

494. tiUeY] tildith {altered to bild- 603, de/ouled] desouled *C. 

ith) B ; tildeth C. 604. dygginge\ digging B ; dyg- 

496. pw two"] theise tow B. ^7ry^t- gj^g C. 
nen] and twynnen B. 607. \>e'] B omit^. 

498. in] in a B. 610. [deruelioh] derulich {or dem- 

499. f] and to B. wiY heyc] highe Itch) A ; deruelich {or demelich) B ; 
{over erasure') B. dcrnolich *C. See note. 
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THBY FEBSECUTED WTCLIFFE. 



Oosptl b ovtriald 
wUh 



ChriKMid, 
BlMMdMnttht 
pooriatpfril 
(Mat. T. t). 

How nuQj frlan 
anthupoor? 
T17 UMm, and 
Mthowtoudi} 
thtyara. 



WXCLXVFB. 
BBBmBOBTllOV 

ibey penaeutod 
W7CSIIA. 



Christ Mdd, 
Blessed ara tha 
maelE. 



Blamafirlana 
]itt]a,and,ifai^ 
do not eall thaa 
•liar*— 



pat tume^ vp two-folde • vnteyned opon trewjw, 516 

pat fd bene cursed of Crist • y can hem well proue ; 

Wi|H)nten his blissinge • bare bej» fey in her werkes. 

For Crist seyde him-selfe • to swiche as him folwede, 

' Y-blessed mote fei ben • j»at mene ben in soule ;' 520 

And alle pouere in gost • God him-self blisse]?. 

Whon fele freeis feu^f so • f&jn wolde y knowe ! 

Proue hem in proces " & pynch at her ordre, 

And deme hem after fat pej don • & dredles, y leue 

J)ei willn wexen pure wroj» • wonderlicho sone, 525 

And schewen pe a scharp will • in a schort tyme, 

To wilne wilfully WTa])J»e • & werche f eraffcer. 

Wytnesse on Wycliff • fat warned hem wij» trewf e ; 

For he in goodnesse of gost " gray fliche hem warned 

To wayuen her wik[e]dnesse • & werkes of synne. 

Whou sone fis son men • [seweden] his soule, 

And oueral lollede him • wij» heretykes werkes ! 532 

And so of J>e blessinge of God • f ei beref litel mede. 

Afterward anoper • onliche he blissede, 

pe meke of fe [myddel-erde] • fouruj my3t of his fader. 

Fynd foure freres in a flok • fat folwef fat rewle, 536 

paime haue y tynt all my tast ' touche and assaie ! 

Lakke hem a litil wi3t * A here lijf blame, 

But he lepe vp on hei3 * in hardynesse of herte, 

And nemne fe anon nou3t * & fi name lakke 540 

Wif proude wordes apert • fat passeth his rule, 

Bof e wif * f ou leyest, & f ou lext * • in heynesse of sowle. 



517. )?ei bene] many bene B ; they 
benC. 

621. pouere"] power 0. 

522. Whou] how B. 

525. wexen] A apparewtly ha$ 
wexoD, with X and o imperfectly 
formed ; wozon B ; wexon C ; wexen ie 
"better ipelling, wroY] worthe B. 

527. wraY^e] wrath B j wrathe C ; 
in A written so as to resemble wrappe. 

581. Iseweden] So in BO ; lewden 
A (by mistake of I for f). 

535. [myddel-erde] So in C ; 



myddel hertes A; myddell berth B 
(which probably shews the spelUtig of 
the original), 

536. }pat rewle] the rewle B. 

539. hardynesse] herdneaB; harde- 
nesse C. 

540. nem/ne] miswritten memne A ; 
nemne BC. 

541. apert] apart B (with the 
second a written over an eragwre), 

542. leyest — lext] lyeet and the 
lixst B ; leyst and thou lext C. 



TH£T UILB CHIEF SKATS AT FBASTB. 31 

And tame as a tyrant * yat turmente^ him-eelne, 

A lord were lojyere • for to leyne a k[n]aae 544 J^JJUj^^JJlJlJl 

])anne swich a beggere • J>e beste in a toun ! IlilTLTiiir?"*' 

Loke nowe, leue man ' be^ non^t ^ise i-lyke 

Folly to fe Farisens ' in fele of J^ise poynte« f 

Al her bred beldyng * ben belded withe synne, 548 

And in. worchipe of ]>e werlde * her wynnynge ^i 

holden ; 
Jjei schapen her chapolories • & strecche^ hem brode, ''** thtrmn$A 
And laiincejy hei^e her hemmes * wi]y babclyng in stretes ; ian, mnd tpnmA 
]>ei ben- ynsewed wip whijt silk * & semes full queynte, hum*. 
Y-stongen ynp stiches * pat stare^ as siluor. 553 

And but freres ben first y-set " at sopers A at festes, p^ "*■* *• •* 
Jjei wiln ben wonderly wroJ> • ywis, as y trowe ; 
But fey ben at fe lordes horde • louren jKjy willef , 
He mot bygynne pat horde * a beggere, (wi)> sorwe !) 
And first sitten in se * in her synagoges, 5.^8 honour in iiMir 

\>at hep here hey^e helle-hous * of Kaymes kynde ! 
For J70U3 a man in her mynster ' a masse wolde heren, 
His si3t schal so [be] set ' on sundrye werke<s 
pe penounes & pe pomels * & poyntes of scheldes j ^ Th« wma and 
WijMlrawen his deuocion ' & dusken his herte ; dMtroy drvotfoo. 

I likne it to a lym-^erde • to drawen men to hell, 664 
And to worchipe of pe fend • to wraj))>en pe soules. 
And also Crist him-selfe seide • to swiche ypoorites, chriit Mid, Thty 

loTC grMtingi In 

*He loueb in markette^ ben met * wib gretynges of the nuu-kai (Mat. 

«xlU. 7), 

pouere, 
And lowynge of lewed men • in Lent[e]nes tyme.' 5C8 
For Jjei han of bichopes y-bou3t • wij» her propre siluer, 

643. tume'} tumnen C. 661, lanneej;>'} lannoetk C. 

644. lojfer] lether B. leyne] beyne 652. 4*] B omit8» 
B (rcith b over an erasure), 657. \>at\ tbe B. 

646. heY] beth BC : ink apparent^ 669. helle-hoiti] hell« houndes (!) 

ly written he)?. B. 

648. heUing] bilding B. heUeef] 561. {he] SiiinB\ by AC. 

bylded B. 662. pemninei] penonnes 0. 

660. schapen"] sharpen B. ehapo- 668. Lenienes C] Leotuef A ; Len- 

lories'] capolories B. brode] abrode B. tonys B. 
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THEY PERVERT THE SCRIPTURES. 



■od to b« ealled of 
men. Rabbi, 
BabU; 



Bat Man haT« 
forgotten whatber 
or not thalr 
foandart wiahed 
tbem to beooina 
mastart. 



twiiaman orar* 
lays God's words 
wlth^oaaaa. 



Chrlft iaid» Do 
not je premedl- 
Uta(MarkxiU. 

11). 



But Mara madi- 
tata over their 
leganda. 



Aftar banratt 
aoma tha Mara, 



And purchased of penaunce * J)e puple to assoile. 

But money may maken • mesur of fe peyne, 

(After fat his power is to payen) • his penance schal 

faile; 572 

(God lene it he a good help • for hele of pe soules !) 
And also J)is myster men • hen maysters icalled, 
pat pe gentill lesua • generallyche hlamed, 
And pat poynt to his apostells • purly defended. 676 
But freres hauen foi^etten J?is * (and pe fend suwep. 
He pat maystri louede • Lucifer pe olde), 
Wher Fraunceis or Domynik • oper Austen ordeynide 
Any of pis dotardes * doctur to worpe, 580 

^Masters of dyvinitie • her matens to leue, 
And chereliche as a cheueteyne • his chamhre to holden 
Wip chymene & chapell • & chesen whan him liste. 
And serued as a souereine * <& as a lordo sitten. 584 
Swiche a gome godes wordes • grysliche glosep ; 
Y trowe, he touchep noujt pe text'^urtakep it for a 

tale. 
God forhad to his folke • & fuUyche defended 587 

J3ey schulden noujt stodyen bifom • ne sturen her wittes. 
But sodenlie pe [same] word • with her mowp schewe 
J)at weren jeuen hem of God * poru3 gost of him-selue. 
'Now mot a frere studyen • & stumhlen in tales, 
Afid leuen his matynes * & no masse singen, 592 

And loken hem lesynges • pat Hkep pe puple, 
To purchasen him his pursfull * to paye for pe diynke. 
And broper, when hemes ben full * & holly tyme passed, 



672. After ^at] For as B (over an 
erasure), payen] peye so B (with so 
over erasure). 

673. lene] leve B ; leue C. 

674. mygter'] mynster B. 

676. gentilt] genltil (sic) C. 

677. sufpe\)'] The original must 
have had fuwep; A has fu luweth, 
fvith fu struck through ; sewith B ; 
Buweth C. 

679. Wher"} Nor (over erasure) B ; 



Where C. 

680. doctur — worptf] B has doctur 
to worth, which is stru^ih out^ and 
followed by pryde for to suen ; where 
suen is afterwards altered to enseweu. 

683. chesen'] chosen C. 

689. [same] So inBC\k has some. 

690. himselue] hem selue C. 

695. hemes] barnys B. holly] So 
in AB ; holy C. 



THET LOSE CHBIOT'b BLES8IX08^ 23 

Jjanne comen cursed freies • A crouchef full lowe ; 596 ^^ -»» 

A losel, a lymitour • ouer all f e lond lepe^» 

And lolzie, pat he leue non house * ^t somwhat he ne 

lacche ; 
And )>er Jiei gilen hem-self ' A godes worde turnc*^. 
Bagges and beggyng * he had his folk leuen, 
And only seruen him-self * & hijs rewle sechen, 



500 chf fatt«i4 ,mw 

jon lUb (MaL 

And all pat nedly nedej^ * pat schuld hem 110031 lakken. 
Whereto heggen bise men • and hen nou^t so fchle ; why dotb«i» 

BMO biff not 

(Hem faile)) no farrynge * ne clo^ at full), 604 Mnc maSmtA at 

But for a lustfall lijf * in lustes to dwellcn 1 

Wijj-outen any trauaile * vntrewliche [hy] lybbeth. 

Hy hep nou^t maymed men * ne no mete lakke^, 

Y-cloped in curions clo)> * & clenliche amyed. 608 

It is a laweles lijf * as lordynges vsen, Th«y ***• >*k* 

Neyjjer ordeyned in ordir • but onlie libbef . 

Crist bad blissen • bodies on erbe 611 ^"^ "»*^ 

})at wepen for wykkednes * p^/t he byfome wroujte ; — u»* »«^ »«* 

j)at ben fewe of po freres • for pei ben ner dwle 

And put all in pur [clap] * wip pottes on her hedes ; 

Jjanne pie] waryep & wepep • & wichep after heuen, 

And fyep on her falshedes • pat pei bifore deden ; 616 

And perfore of pat blissinge • trewlie, as y trowe, 

J5ei may trussen her part • in a terre pow^e ! 

All po blissed bep • pat bodyliche hungrep ; — 

pat ben pe pore penyles • pat ban ouer-passed 

j)e poynt of her pris lijf * in penaunce of werkes, 



But M%n nevtr 

WMptUltbtJ 

•UbotdMd) 



•mall UMniiif 
wlUbeUMifB 



Christ iaid, 
Bl«aMd artya 
620 that hunger now, 
maanlng raoh aa 
are paat work. 



596. coTneri] In A loosely written^ 
resembling cornen ; comen BC. 
698. he"] ye B. lacche'] latche C. 

600. Badges'] to hagges B (to 
written in t lie margin^, leuen"] lyven 
B. 

601. hijs] So in AB, and no doubt 
in tJieir original; C lias the simpler 
form his. 

604. at] atte C. 

606. \hy] Inserted to shew the 
seTise more clearly ; not in ABC. 



608. Y'clo\fed] Thei clothed ♦0. 
clop] clothes B. 

610. onlie] oneth B; onethe C. 

614. lcla)>] Suggested hy C, mhich 
has clath \ in A. it is written clay ; B 
lias cleye ; see note. 

615. [he BC] ho A. wiohe\i] 
whisshith B. 

618. trvMcn] tnillen B (by mistah- 
ing ifor 1). terre poivie] tree ploughe 
(altered to pogh^) B ; terre powghe 0. 

621. of (2)] and B. 



34 TEST ARE CRUEL AKD BETBNGEPDL. 

And mown noi^t Bwynken ne sweten ■ but ben swyjje 
feble, 

ttmjdwa.^ Ofer maymed at mjBchef ■ or meeelee syke. 

And hen good is a-gon ' k greae^ hem to b^gen. 624 
J^r is DO Irer in fei^ ' ^t fare^ in ^ia wise ; 

muiMiiiHir Batfaemaie beggen his bred 'his bed isygreijmd; 

(HBudiiwv Tnder a pot fae sclial be pot ' in a pryrie chambie, 

))at be Bchal lyueu ne last ' but litell while after 1 628 

miMH •» tba Al-mijti god 8c man ' ]» merciable blessed 

* pat ban meicy on men ' Jiot mlsdon hem here ; — 

But whoeo for^bbed a &ere * y-foouden at ]m etuee, 
Afid bronjte blod of his bodi ' on bak or on side, 632 

tat»bidb>tKr Hym Were as god greuen ■ a greit lorde of rentes. 

>Hu. He schnlde sonner bene schryven ' (schortlie to tellen) 

Jiaaj he kilde a comlye kn^t ' & compased his mother, 
Jjanne a buffet to beden ' a beggere &eie. 636 

riiiiiiiiiiitii )}e cleue hertes Crist ' he curtey[B]liche bUssed, 

pun IB hull jj^ [coueten] no katel ■ but Cristas full blisse, 
]Mt leeue^ fuUiche on God ' & lellyche ^eukej> 
On his lore and his lawe ' & lyue^ open trewjie j — 640 

bat iMui ftiUov Freres ban foi^eten pia ■ & folweji an ofer ; 

J)at fei may henten, fey holden ■ by-himeji it sone. 

Heit bertea ben dene y-bid * in her bije cloistre. 

As kurrea ftom kareyne ' fat is cast in dychea ! 644 

BkntdnntiH AM paifite Crist - ))e pesible blissed, 

■ Mu'i Mai ■• Pot bene suffrant & sobre ' & susteyne at^er ; — 

^^,. * A-say of her sobemesse ' & ]K>a mi}t y-knowen, 

Per is no waspe in fis werlde ■ fot will wiU\illok[e]r 
styngen, 648 

623, nuynAT) mayned 'C. r^ke] eatae lerong in their common «7i- 
lyke "C. ginat). 

631. for-gabbei] So in 'BC; iti A 638. [eoneten G\ couetyne A ; 
rnmMei forgalb^ ooveyten B. blitte] bles B. 

636. mor^erj morttisr B ; mother 613. y-lii^ yhad B, 

648. leilfulUiktiT] wilfoJIokr A ; 
filluller B ; toUoka 'a Ct I. 
37. 



wlikkM 



THET WISH TO BUBV HBBVnOB. 25 

For stappyng on a too * of a styncande freie ! 

For neper souereyn ne soget ' ^i ne safTre^ neuer ; 

All ^ blissing of God ' beoaten ^i walken ; 

For of her Boffisonce, for sofe * men aef but litell ! 602 

AUe )Mzt persecntion * in pure lijf snffien, 

pei ban fe beniaon of god * biiased in er^ ; — 

Y praie, parceyue now * fe pnrsut of a freie. 

In what measure of meknesse * ^iae men dele^. 656 

Bjhold opon Wat Brat ' whoa bisilicbe fei ponaeden 

For be seyde bem fe 8o]w * A jet, syre, ferjyere, 

Hy may no more marren [hym] * but men telle^ 

}>at be is an beretike * and yuele byleue^, 660 

And precbi)^ it in palpit • to blenden fe puple ; "^ '"•^jl?!^ 

)>ei wolden awyrien pat wi}t * for Ins well dedes ; 

And so ^ei cbewen cbaritie * as cbewen scbaf boundes. 

And yei pnrsue)^ pe pouere * A paaaep ponates, 664 

Bo)»e pey wiln A fei wolden * y-wor]yen so grete 

To passen any mans mi^t • to morj^^ren fe soules ; JllSr*"*'^^ 



tiMf 



First to brenne be bodye • in a bale of fijr, 667 "^ i»»inf «»rt 

bant hlB body. 

And 8y]>en pe sely sonle slen * A senden byre to belle ! 

And Crist clerlie forbadde * bis Cristene, A defended AndChiiMMid, 

pel scbiilden noujt after pe face * neuer pe folke lag to um appMr* 



demen ; " — 

^ " Sur," y seide my-self • " ^u semest to blamen. "sir,- Mid i, 

Wby dispisest }>ou fus • J^ise sely pore freres, 672 thoMpoorMjiraP 

None o)»er men so mycbel * monkes ne preistes, 



I 



Cbanons ne Cbartbous * ^at in cbircbe 'senietb 1 

It seme^ ^at ^ise sely men * ban somwbat pe greyed Ravotbojgrtorod 

Oper wif word or ynp werke • A Jcrfore Jou wilnest 

649. stappyng"] stamping B. styn^ hy the sense; ABC hare hem. 

oande'] resembles styntande in A, 661. in"] in the B. 

owing to confusion between o and t ; 663. ohewen'] shewii} B. ehewm] 

stynkande B ; styncand C. ahewen B. sohaf] ahaffen B ; ahaf C. 

651. )>«] thei C. beouten'] bene 669. forbadde'] loosely written as 
outten B. forladde A ; forbad BC. 

652. se}p] say B ; sey C. 671. Swr] But B ; Sire C. 

657, Wat] Water BO. 674. oharthous] charter house B. 

659. Hy] he B. [hym] required 
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THE FBIABS HAVB LBD THB MONKS ASTRAY 



Triftn 

elotbed in wbitc^ 
likt angttU or 
•Idan. 



To schenden o^r [sdiamen] hem * wi]> ]>i sliarpe speche. 
And harmen holliche * & her hous greuen 1 " 
"Nay," Mid 1Mb . " I praie ])e," qua)» Peres • " put fat out of pj mynde ; 
foodofthj •ooLj Certen for sowle hele ' y saie j>3 j>is wordes. 680 

Tht monks aro \ Y preise iioust possessioneis * but pur lytel : 

not moeh bolUr * v ^ 

than tb« flrian, For falshed of freies * h&p f ulliche eucombred 

Manye of )>is maner men * & maid hem to leuen 

bat hftTo be«a lod Here charite & chastete • & [chesenl hem to lustes, 684 
And waxen to werldly • and wayuen ]>e trewjje, 
And leuen pQ loue of her God * and j>e werlde semen. 
But for falshed of freres • y fele in my soule, 
(Seynge J)e synfull lijf) • ])at sorwe]) myn herte 688 
an fctaeiy How f ei ben closed in cloj) * j>at clennest schewej) ; 
For aungells & Arcangells * all Jjei whijt vsej), 
And alle Aldermen ' j>at bene ante tronum. 
i)iae tokens hauen freres taken • but y trowe fat a fewe 
Folwen fuUy fat cloJ) • but falsliche fat vsef. 693 

For whijt in trowfe bytoknef • clennes in soule ; 
3if he haue vnder-nefen whijt • fanne he aboue weref, 

Black, iorrDw for Blak, fat bytoknef • bale for oure synhe, 

oar sin. 

And mournynge for misdede • of hem fat fis vsef, 697 

And serwe for synfull lijf; * so fat clof askef. 

Y trowe per ben noujt ten freres • fat for synne 

wepen, 
For fat lijf is here lust • & f ereyn f ei libben 700 

In fraitour & in fermori • her fostringe is synno ; 
It is her mete at iche a mel * her most sustenaunce. 
Herkne opon Hyldegare • hou homliche he tellef 
How her sustenaunce is synne ; • & syker, as y trowe. 



Whits betokens 
elesnnsss In iooL 



Friars wasp not 
for sin, but feed 
on it. 



Kote how St 
Hildegarde says 



677. offer'] or B. Ischamen] 
fihamen BC ; A ?iere repeats schenden. 
f i] the ♦C. 

678. harmen'] So too in B ; hannen 
♦C. 

681. possessioneri] pocessionprs B ; 
pocessioneres C. 

684. \che8en] miswritten as schosen 
A ; chosen B ; shosen *C ; see 1. 683. 



686. werldly] worldly B ; werly C, 
waytien] waynen *C. 

691 — 693. Written in margin in 
B, and 1. 693 corruptly given, 

694. in] of B. 

700. |7^^»]therl)yBC. |7<?i] thi*C. 

703. opon Hyldegare] open Hilde- 
gare B ; (and over it is njritten of 
Lidgate (\V) as a gloss). 



THET AHK IXKM DBOHtt Of A HITB. 27 

Weien ber confessiones * clenli destrned, 709 tkttrwtmumm 

Hj schnldo noi^t beren hem so bngg * ne [belden] so 

bey^e, 
(For pe fallynge of synne ' eoconie^ po foles) ; 
And higilep fe giete ' wif glanerynge woidea, 708 iWirbigiiitiiM 

Wi]> glosinge of godspells ' ^i gods woide turnc^, 
And pasen all fe pryuylege * pat Petur after \»oiL 
pe power of fe Apostells ' ^ei posen in speche. 
For to sellen pe synnes • for siluer oper mede, 712 ^^'^ 

And porlycbe a pena ' pe puple assoilc)^. 
And a culpa also ' )^at ^ey may kachen 
Money oJ>er money-worthe * & mede to fonge. 
And bene at lone & at bode ' as burgeses vsithe. 716 
\)via pey semen Satanas * & soales bygile^, tad 

Marchantes of malisons ' mansede wreches ! 
Jjei vsen russet also * somme of bis freres, Som* grth»« 

\>at bitoknej; trauaile ' &, trew)^e opon er)>e ; — / 20 whtcn mcwis 

Bote loke wbou Jis lorels • labouren f e erjje. 
But freten pQ fnite pai pe folk * full lellicb biswynke]^ ; 
Wib trauail of trewe men * bei tymbren her houses, Bat th«y botw 

their hooMS wtth 

And of J?er curious clo])e * ber copes ])ei biggen ; 724 tiie Mrniag* ©r 
And [als] bis getynge is greet • he schal ben good ****•"• 

bolden, 
And ry3t as dranes do]^ nou3t ' but di^nke]^ vp ^e At dnmM drink 

. the honaj whkh 

BUny, beet h«v« 

"Wban been wife ber bysynesse • ban broujt it to hepe, •■****'~' 

Ri3t so fare}> freres • wif folke opon erf e ; 728 

J?ey freten vp J?e fuMste-froyt • & falsliche lybbeb, •© Mm% mi op 

the flnt^froltt) 

But alle freres eten nou^t * y-licb good mete, 

But after pai his wynnynge is * is bis well-fare ; 

And after bat be bringeb home * his bed schal ben web one iccord. 

ingtowhatbehu 

gray fed ; 732 got by begging. 

705. clenli] cleerly (over erature) B. abode (I) B. 

706. \helden] 8oin'BQ\ "in A mii- 722. freten"] Ferton B. 
wriUen helden. * 726. {aU BC] all A. 

707. \>o] the C. 728. fare\>] Farith the B. 
716. lon^ ^ at bode] love & at 729. freten] Fretton B. 



BIOOAB^ BUTS BICOm BISHOFB, 

And after ^t hu lycheese is raujt ' he schal ben ledj' 

Bat see ^i-aelf in ^ aijl * vhon somme of hem walke)* 
»«tr Wi^ cluatede xbaa ■ A dofea M feble, 
IB nt Wei nei) ftw^werf ■ & fe wlon offe ; 736 

And his feUwe in a troke • wot]) swiche fiA«ne, 
A-rayd in rede ecpijon ■ {& elles were rea)>e !) 
And aeze copes or aeveD ' in his celle hongejr. 
Jmoj for fftjliog of good ' his fellawe scholde ateiue, 740 
lot (In He wolde noajt leoen him a peny ' his lijf for to holden. 
Y mijt tymen )>o troiflaides ■ to toilen wi|> fe ei)ie, 
Tylyen & trewliche lyren ' & her flech lempren ! 
KoT.] Sow ' mot ich soatere his sone ' setten to scbole, 744 
T And ich a beggers brol ' on pe booke leme^ 

riiui And wor^ to a wrileie ' & wi^ a loide dwell, 
Oper falslf to a frere - )k fend for to semen ! 
So of ^t b^gers brol ' a bychop schal wor^n, 748 
Among ^ peiea of ^ lond ' prese to sitten, 
•«• And lorded sones lowly ' to ^ losel^ aloate, 

Kn}^te8 CTOukeJ) hem to - & crucbe^ full lowe ; 
And his syro a sontere - y-suled in grees, 752 

His teef wij toyhnge of lejier ■ taterdd as a sawe ! 
• iwdi Alaas ! tat lordes of [le londe ' leno]) swiche wrecben, 
ila ' for her lowe wordes ! 
lisbopes ■ her owen btejiren childre, 
lod - & so it best semed, 757 

lures ' ne swiche false freres 
' & her fleche combren ! 
acre ■ to y-clense dichea 760 

)t first - and serued wi)i siluer ! 

and altUeratitm. 

744. tehole} akale B. 

745. Srof) brawie B. 

748. bral] bnwle B. hfehop} 
bushope B ; Abbot *C. 
7GG. letuthj leueth C. 
756. H(ilu>pet} AbboUes *C. 




AHD UV% MOST LUXUBIOU8LT, S9 

A great TwUe-f all of benen * were betere in hie wombe, 

And wi]> ]»e landee of baknn * hie bely for to fiUen, 

pan. peitrichee or ploueie * or pekokee y-roeted, 764 

And oomeren her stomakee * wi^ corione drynkee, 

pat make^ ewiche harlotte^ * hordome yeen. 

And wi^ her vicked woide * wymmen bitraie^ I 

God wold her wonynge * were in wildemeMe, 768 

And £eJs &eree forboden * fe iayre ladis chaombree ! 

For knewe loidee her craft ' trewlie, y trowe, 

pej schnlden noi]^t haonten her hone * so homly on 

ni^tesy 
Ne bedden swiche broils * in so brode schetee, 772 
But Bcheten her heaed in be stre * to scharpen her LoHitkMtMM* 

witter; tan thai tb«lr 

Ke ben kynges confessonrB of custom * ne ^ coitnsell tumw. 

of ^ rewme knowe ! 
For Frannces founded hem nou^t * to faren on \ai wise, 
Ke Domynik dued hem neuer ' swiche drynkers to 

wor}>e, 776 

Ne Helye ne Austen ' swiche lijf neuer vsed, tmt tMBam 

Bnt in pouerte of spirit * spended her tyme. th^ do. 

We haue sene our-self * in a schort tyme, 

Whou freres wolden no flech • among be f olke vsen ; *^»* ••^ ^««>* 
But now be harlotte? * han hid thilke rewle, 781 ch^hftTtMBk 

tint ralo— Dor Uw 

And, for )»e loue of oure lorde * haue leyd hire in lofterovUidt 

water. 
Wenest )>ou ^ wold so fele * swiche warlawes wor]^en, 
C| Ne were wordlyche wele • & her welfare 1 

Jjei schulden deluen & diggen • & dongen Je erje, Tiwy oofhtto dif 

And mene-mong com bred * to' her mete fongen, 786 Mmmonbrasd, 
And wortes flechles wipughte * & water to drinken, witiiontmMt»aiid 
And weichen & wolward gon * as we wrecches vsen ; rooghiy dad." 

762. beneni] beuen ♦C. 782, oure] the B. 

763. randes'] bandes BC. 783. Wenest \>(m] Wenestowe B. 
769. \>e] B omits, 785, diggen] dyken BC. 

771. honUg] holy C. 786. menemong'] mene mogge B. 

773. seheten] ahottin B ; iheten 0. to] and B. 



30 THIS IS THE TRUE CREED. 

An aonter jif per wolde on ' amonge an hoi hundred 
Lyuen so for godes loue • in tyme of a wynter ! " 790 
I "to»6hmii»** " ^^® Peres," qua^ y )>o • " y praie fat fou me tell 
f^r^*^" Whou y male conne my Crede • in Cnsten beleue ? " 

" Leue broJ>er," qua)> he • " hold Jat y se^e, 
I will techen ye pe trewjw * A tellen fe pe sof e." 794 

CREDO. 

Tn cuBSB. T BUB fovL on oure Louerd Grod * pat all ye werlde 

IMitT* on God li «„^„^*«> 

whoEuuitth* -^ wrou3te, 

world} Holy heuen opon hey • holly che he fourmede, 796 

And is almi3ti him-self • ouer all his werkes, 
And wroa)t as his will was ' pe we[r]lde and pe heuen ; 

Mkdon Jora And on gentyl Jesu Crist * engendred of him-seluen, 

Chrittf bli only 

Son, oonooivod of His own onlyche Sonne * Lord ouer all y-knowen, 800 
[)3at] was clenly conseued • clerlye, in trewjje, 
Of )>e hey Holy Gcst • fis is f e holy beleue ; 
bornofthenuidon And of j>e maydeii Marye • man was he bom, 

* 'Wi)>-outen synnf ull sede * fis is fully J?e beleue ; 804 

crownad with WiJ) f om y-crouned, crucified ' & on \>e crois dyede, 
de^n^b^ods '^^ sy)>en his blessed body • was in a ston bonded, 
who deMonded And descended a-doune ' to pe derk helle, 
fetched thence And fet oute our formfaderes • & hy full feyn weren ; 
ll^M^^ ))e fridde daye rediUche • him-seK ros fram deef, 809 

•utett on*t*e "^^ ®^ * ^^^ ^^^ ^® ®^^ ' ^® ®^^3 ^P ^^ heuene, 
Father's right ^nd on his fader rijt hand • redeliche he sittef, 

|)at al-mi3ti god • ouer all ofer whyjtes ; 
whence he shaU ^^j^^ jg hereafter to komen • Crist, all him-seluen, 

oome to Judge the ' ' 

qoick and the To dcmen pe quyke and pe dedo • wif -outen any doute ; 
and In the Holy And in pe \ie\^e holly gost * holly y beleue, 815 

Catholic church; And genorall holy chirche also ' hold p\a in pj mynde ; 
[The communion of sayntea 'for soth I to the sayn; 

789. An aunter'] A Vanter B ; In 804. \>e] thy B. 

A, An aunter yl is miswritten An 810. stei^"] muwritten strb in A ; 

auntei3 if. stigh B ; steigh C. 

796. cpon^ eth on ♦C. 812. why^tes'\ whight ys B. 

798. werlde"] worlde B ; werld C. 817 — 821. In C only; tee noto. 

801. [)>a^] that BC ; It A. These lines are spurums. 



THE PRESENCE OP GOD IN THE SACRAMENT. 31 

And for our great sinnes ' forgiu&nea f<yr to getten, 
And only by Christ • clenlich to he densed ; 
Our bodies again to risen ' right as we been here^ 820 
And the liif euerlasting ' leue ich to habben; Amen,'] 
[And in be fsacrementl also * bat sobfest God on is. And in tiw 

\ . . ^ Pretence In the 

l^ullich his fleche & his Mod) • fat for vs defe folede. — eMrament, 

And J)0U3 J)is flaterynge freres • wyln for her pride, 824 

Disputen of fis deyte • as dotardes schulden, 

Jje more fe matere is moved • fe [masedere hy] worsen. ^^^^ ^^ 

Lat fe losels alone * & leue ])ou * fe trewf e, 
I For Crist seyde it is so • so mot it nede worfe ; 828 [ims.toui 
: Jjcrfore studye f ou * nou3t feron • ne stere )ji wittes, 
[Jt is his blissed body • so bad he vs beleuen. which cannot b* 

explained. 

Jjise maystres of dyvinitie * many, als y trowe, 
Folwen noujt fully Jje feij) • as fele of fe lewede. 832 
Whou3 may mannes wijt • J)oru3 werk [of] him-selue, 
Elnowen Cristes pryuitie * fat all kynde passef ? 
It mot ben a man ' of also mek an herte, it is meek-hearted 

-. .-I. iT-i. TT-it^ /. men that receive 

pat my3te wij? his good ujf • fat Holly Gost fongen ; the Holy Ghost. 

And fanne nedef him nou3t • neuer for to study en j 837 

He mi3te no maistre [ben] kald • (for Crist fat de- 
fended), 

Ne puten [no] pyliou * on his pild pate ; 

But prechen in parfite lijf • & no pride vsen. 840 

But all fat euer I haue seyd • sof it me semef , 

And all fat euer I haue writen • is sof, as I trowe, Aii that i have 

ever written is 

And for amending of f ise men • is most fat I write ; true, as i suppose. 
God wold hy wolden ben war • & werchen f e better ! 

But, for y am a lewed man * paraunter y mi3te i speak not with 

Passen par auenture • & in som poynt erren, 846 »'»'*">'**y' ^'»' ^^ 

822, 823, Not in C ; tee note. 836. \>at Molly'] the holly B ; the 

822. [_8aore7nent B] sacremens A. holy C. 

825. J>w] Godes C. deyte"] diet B. 838. [hen C] bene B ; in A mis- 

826. masedere hy] So in C ; mase- written J^en. 

dere hi B ; A corruptly has mose dere 839. [no BC] on A, 

by. 846. paraunter] paraventure B. 

828 — 830. Not in C. 846. par auenture] paraventur B ; 

831. pise] theise B ; For these 0. par aduenture C. 

833 [of BC] or A. m\jt] wit B. 



OOD AMEND ALL FALSE FBIABS ! 

Miriktn T willnoi^t |iismatei« ■ maiBtrely anowen; 

Bat ;if ich hane myssaid ' mercy ich aake, 648 

& pnie all maner men * pia mateie amende, 
Iche a woid by Imn-self * Jt all, }if it nede^. 
mn* in God of his grete my3t« ■ & his good grace 

idaiiuiuin Sane all frerea - pat faififully l;l>ben, 653 

And aUe ]io }at ben &ls ' fayie hem amende. 
And ;yne hem wyt & good will ' swiche dedes to 

werche 
}}at fti male wynnen ^e lif * ftA enet Bchal lesten i 
Ajoh. 695 

8M. fPyO'T^B; wUtC. 



3.1 



NOTES. 



Line 1. Oros^ the cross. AlludiDg probably to the mark of m croes 
which was sometimes prefixed to the heginnmg of m piece of writinic, 
especially of an alphabet in a primer. See Sole* and Querifs, 3rd S. si. 
352. The alliteration in this line is defective, and it scans badly. 

6. paired. The readings are, patres, AC ; parte* D ; but neither of 
these make sense, whilst the following extract shews that patrtd is the 
right word. 

*^ Ever he patrtd on theyr names faste, 
That he bad them in ordre at the laste.** 

How the Plowman lemed his Paternoster : 

HozUWb Early Pop, Poetry, vol. i. p. 215. 
17. And if =an if, i. e. if. The spelling and for cut is not ancom« 
moD ; it still stands, e. g., in our Bibles, Mat. xxtv. 48, and and -= i/ in 
Lancelot of the Laik, 1. 1024. 
coupe^ teach ; sub. the Creed. 

20. wilnef, desireth ; the writer distinguishes between wille and 
wilne\> ; of. 1. 17. 

25. leueden, believed ; leuen (believe) would suit the context better. 

27. for-j>an, A.S. /or-^n, /or- Jjam, from /or and ]>am (dat. case of the 
demonstrative pronoun se, seb, past) ; for that, with a view to that. The 
sense is, '* But, by questioning them with a view to finding out what 
they know, many are there found to fail." 

28. This interview with the Minorite was doubtless suggested by 
Passus IX of Piers Plowman (Text A). There, William asks two 
Minorites if they know where Do-wel is, whereupon — ** Marl, (quod f e 
Menour) • Among vs he dwelef ," &c. See the Preface. 

29. fours ordres. See Massingberd ; Hist, of Reformation, chap, vii., 
on " The Mendicant Orders ; their rise and history." A few of the most 
useful facts about the four orders of friars are here collected for conveni- 
ence, arranged in the order in which they are more fully spoken of 
further on. They were, 

(1.) The Minorites, Franciscans, or Gray Friars, called in France 
Cordeliers, Called Franciscans, from their founder, St Francis of Assisi ; 

3 



H NOTKX. 

UiooritM (in ItalUo, Frati Miaori, io French, Freru Mineurs), as beiag, 
H he uid, the harableet of tha religious foundations ; Gray Friara, front 
the colour of their habit ; and Cordeliert, from tlie hempen cord with 
which they were girded. For further details, see Moaameala Frandscana, 
which tells OS that they were fond of physical etudies, made tiiuch oae of 
Aristotle, preached pithy sennons, exalted the Virgin, encouraged 
marriages, and were the most popular of the orders, but at last degener- 
ated into a compound of the pedlar or huckster with the mountebank or 
quack doctor. See Mrs Jameson's Legends of the Monastic orders, and 
Uie Life of St Francis io Sir J, Stephen's Ecclesiaatical Biography. They 
arrived in England in A.D. 1224, Friar Bacon was a Franciscan. 

(2.) The Dominicans, Black Friars, FriaiB Preachers, or JacobinR. 
Founded by St Dominick, of Castile ; order confirmed by Pope Ilonoriua 
in A.D. 1216 ; arrived in England about 1221. Habit, a white woollen 
gown, with white girdle ; over this, a white scapular ; over these, a 
black cloak with a hood, whence their name. They were noted for their 
fondness for preaching, their great knowledge of scholastic theology, thai r 
excessive pride, and thesplendour of their buildings. The Black Jfonii 
ware the Benedictines. 

(3.) The Augustine or Austin Friars, so named from St Augustine of 
Hippo. They clothed in black, with a leathern girdle. They were first 
congregated into one body by Pope Alexander IV., under one Lanfranc, 
in 1256. They are distinct from the Augustine Canons. 

(4.) The Cannelites, or While Friars, whose dress was white, over a 
darh-brown tunic. They pretended that their order was of the highest 
antiquity and derived from Hellas, i. e. the prophet Elijah ; that a succes- 
sion of anchorites had lived in Mount Caruicl fix>m his time till the 
thirteenth century ; and that the Virgin was the special protectress of 
their order. Hence they were sometimes called " Maries men," as at I. 
48, with which cf. 1. 384. 

As theprimty of the foundation of the orders is so often discussed in 
the poem, I add that the dates of their first institution are, Auguatines, 
1150 ; Carmelites, 1160 ; Dominicans, 1206 ; Franciscans, 1209. 

31. MS. A. is here obviously corrupt. 

32. The reading vriUede is a mistake made from confusion with 
teylen. Wende (I weened) is the true past tense oTvienen; as in 1. 452. 

41. tKat th/m madde, that thou art mad. Mr Wright printed "tbat 
thou [art] maddo;" but cf, 1. 280, and Chau. Mil. Ta., 1. 373. 

iS. jugulers. See Tyrwhitt's Chaucer; note to Cant. Tales, v. 11453. 
Thej'unjjfeur* or jogetors Qocnlatoree) were originally minstrels who oonid 
perform feats of sleight of hand, &c., but they soon became mere mounte- 
banks, and the name became, as here, a term of contempt. We read of 
"jogulortt dremers, and rafara," (reattera, gpoilen) ; see Apology attributed 
to Wycliffe; (Camden Soc.) p. 96. 

43. uipera, ofkynde, jesters, by nature. Ct 

" Bote lapers and langelers ■ ludas Children." 

Fiers Plowmcm. k.proL 35 (ed. Skeat, 1867), 
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44. Loreh and hseU (used further on) are much the nme word. We 
find in the Glosse of Spenser's Shepbeard*s Calendar (August) the follow* 
ing : ^* Lorreily a loseU ; " which shews that the latter form was the one 
longest used. 

46. gestes^ legends, tales ; see Tyrwhitfs Chaucer ; note to ▼. 13776. 

48. Compare, 

" Horum quidara prssdicant quod sunt ex Maria ; 
Alii tamen asserunt quod sunt ex Helia.** — Pol, Poem*^ i. 262. 

** Tlie Carmelites, sometimes called the brethren of the blessed Virgin, 
were fond of boasting their familiar intercourse with the Virgin Maiy, 
Among other things, they pretended that the Virgin assumed the 
Carmelite habit and profession ; and that she appeared to Simon 
Sturckius, general of their order, in the thirteenth century, and gave him 
a solemn promise, that the souls of those Christians who died with the 
Carmelite scapnlary upon their shoulders, should infallibly eacape dam* 
nation."— TTarton, Hist Eng. Poet ii. 132 ; ed. 1824. 

Hone (Ancient Mysteries, p. 281) reminds us that some of the mont 
absnrd tales told by the Carmelitea have been not very long ago revive<l 
in '^ A Short Treatise of the Antiquity, Privileges, Ac, of the Confraternity 
of our Blessed Lady of Mount Carmel.** (London, 1796, 18mo.) 

54. iofynde ; compare the phrase, iojmd one in meat and drink. 

65. freres of the Pye. These would appear to be not very different 
from the Carmelites ; they were called Pied Friare from their drees being 
a mixture of black and white, like a magpie. 

" With an and an I, fuerunt Pyed Frercs, 
Quomodo mutati sunt, rogo dicat Pers." 

PoL Poems, I 262. 

67. glut= A,S. gluto^ a glutton. 

70. *' People may bequest their money, &c.** A line seem< lost 
between 69 and 70. 

72. ** Rohartes men, or Roberdsmen, were a set of lawless vagabonds, 
notorious for their outrages when Pierce Plowman was written. The 
statute of Edward the Third (an. reg. 5, c. xiv) specifies * divers man- 
slaughters, felonies, and robberies, done by people that be called Ro- 
herdesmeuy Wastours, and drawlatches.' And the statute of Richard the 
Second (an. reg. 7, c. v.) ordains, that the statute of King Edward con- 
cerning Roberdsmen and Drawlacches shall be rigorously observed. Sir 
Edward Coke (Instit. iii. 197) supposes them to have been originally the 
followers of Robert Hood in the reign of Richard the First. See Black- 
stone's Comm. B. iv. ch. 17."— TTarton, Hist. E. P. ii. 133 ; ed. 1824. 

77. lulling — miracles. For some account of the Miracle Plays, see 
Massingberd; Hist. Reformation, p. 124 ; and Hone's Ancient Mysteries. 
J have little doubt that the particular one here alluded to is " Mystery 
VIIL," at p. 67 of Hone, about the Miraculous Birth of Christ and the 
Midwives,the story of which was derived from the Protevangelion, cap. 
xiv,, given in Hone's " Apocryphal Gospels," Compare 
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" To pleyes of miracles^ and manages." 

Chaucer, Wyf of Bathes Prologe; 1. 558. 

79. that the lace, &c. Hetiry, in his Hist, of Britain, i. 459, says — 
" Amongst the ancient Britons, when a birth was attended with any 
difiScuIty, they put certain girdles made for that purpose about the 
women in labour, which they imagined gave them immediate and 
effectual relief. Such girdles were kept with care, till very lately, in 
many families in the Highlands of Scotland.'' — Brandy Pop. Antiq, ii. 
67. This custom seems to have been derived (says Brand) from the 
Druids. See also a ballad in ''The Ballad Book," p. 320. It is easy 
to see how the friars gladly re-adapted this superstition. 

" For in his male he had a pilwebeer. 
Which that, he saide, was oure lady veyV* 

Chaucer, Prol, 1. 695. 

84. gold by the eighen, gold by the eyes. This probably refers to the 
ornaments of golden net-work worn at this time at tlie side of the face, 
thickest just beside the eyes, and which were, in reality, pait of the caul. 
For specimens of them, see Fairholt's Costume in England, pp. 182, 183. 
So too, gretehedede seems to refer to the size of the head-dress. The 
Wyf of Bath's weighed nearly ten pounds. 

89. " Forsoth manye walken, whom I haue seide ofl to you, forsoth 
pow and I wepinge seie, the enemyes of Cristis cross, whos ende deeth, 
or perisching, whos god is the worabe, and glorie in confusioun of hemJ' 
—WycUffe'8 Bible, Philip, iii. 18, 19. 

91. slauthe, sloth. I retain this reading (that of both the MSS.), 
though I have been told that it certainly ought to be alaughte = slaughter, 
because it refers to " whos ende is deeth," quoted in the note above. 
But the author is not very accurate in quotation, and has already intro- 
duced the expression Such slomerers in slepe, to which slauthe answers 
well enough. Sloth and Gluttony are constantly mentioned. together by 
our old writers, as they were the two of the seven deadly sins which 
seemed most akin ; so here, *' their sloth is their end, and their gluttony 
18 their God." 

97. andfele mo othere, and (so are) many others besides. 

100. The error ** willen " in MS. A arose from misreading " wiffeu," 
written with two long esses ; see foot-notes to 11. 233, 531, and 577. 

103. Menures, Minorites. There was some truth in the Minorites' 
assertion. They seem to have kept their vows of poverty much more 
strictly than did the other orders. At first, they settled in the poorer 
Auburbs of crowded towns, among the dregs of the population, and they 
nursed the patients in the leper hospitals. See the most interesting 
preface to " Monumenta Franciscana," by J. S. Brewer. 

107. Compare the account of friars in Pol. Poems, i. 330 ; — 

** At the wrastUng, and at the wake, 

And chiefe chauntours at the uaje (ale) ; 
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' Marhet'beaterSy and medUng make, 

Hoppea and houten with beve and bale,** &c. 
116. to coueren with our hones, to cover our bones with. There are 
several other instances of this curious position of the word with in the 
poem. See 1. 401. 

118. buno^y a borough ; i. e. a large convent. The buildings of the ^ 
Minorites were, at first, of the meanest and most inexpensive kind ; but 
they gradually began to imitate the other orders. 

119. Chapaile, chapel. Perhaps the other reading chapille^ a chap- 
ter-bouse, Lat. capituluniy is better. 

121. paynt, painted; pulched, polished. 

124. cnely, kneel. The infinitive in y is common enough. 

128. The glazing of windows for convents by rich benefactors seems 
to have been a favourite way of buying pardons; see Monumenta 
Franciscana, p. 515 ; " De Vitratione Fenestrarum." Cf. also Piers 
Plowman, A. iii. 48 — 62. 

Warton's note on this line is — "Your figure kneeling to Christ shall 
be painted in the great west window. This was the way of representing 
benefactors in painted glass." — Hist. Eng. Poet. ii. 135 ; ed. 1824. 

141. So in Piers Plowman (ed. Wright, p. 189). 

" Why menestow thi mood for a mote 
In thi brotheres eighe, 
Sithen a beem in thyn owene 
Ablyndeth thiselve ; " 

where menestow should be meuestow = movest thou. 

153. the firsts i. e. the Dominicans, as being the wealthiest, proudest, 
and most learned. In the next line they are called the Preachers. 

157. " It was a singular change when the friars began to dwell in 
palaces and stately houses. . . . Richard Leatherhead, a grey friar from 
London, having been made bishop of Ossory, in a.d. 1318, pulled down 
three churches to get materials for his palace. But the conventual 
buildings, especially of the Black Friars, are described by the author of 
Pierce Plowman's Creed, a poet of Wycliffe*s time, as rivalling the old 
monasteries in magnificence." — Massingherd, Hist. Eng. Reform, p. 119. 
The following remark on this subject is striking. " Swilk maner of 
men bigging (building) thus biggings semen to turn bred into stones ; 
that is to sey, the bred of the pore, that is, almis beggid, into hepis of 
stonis, that is, into stonen howsis costly and superflew, and therfor they 
cemen werrar (vjorse) than the fend, that askid stonis into bred." — Apology 
attributed to WycUffe, p. 49 (Camden Soc). Compare also, 

" Hi domos conficiunt mirae largitatis, 
Politis lapidibus, quibusdam quadratis ; 
Totum tectum tegitur 1 ignis levigatis ; 
Sed transgressum regulas probant ista satis. 
With an and an I, facta vestra tabent, 
Christus cum sic dixerat, * foveas vulpes habent.* " 

Pol. Poems, p. 255, toI. i. 
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158. iSfiy /, Saw I. We generally find »«j or sd^. See 11. 208, 421; 

159. Y^emede^J gazed with attention ; jeme, eagerly, earnestly. 
161. hnottes ; see Glossary. 

165. po8teme8 in pryuyte, " These private posterns are frequently 
alluded to in the reports of the Commissioners for the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries in the reign of Henry YIII. One of them, speaking of the 
abbey of Langden, says, 'Wheras immediately descendyng fro my 
horse, I sent Bartlett your servant, with all my servantes to circumcept 
the abbay and surely to kepe all hake dorrea and stariyng hoilles, and I 
myself went alone to the abbottes logeyng joyning upon the feldes and 
wode, evyn lyke a cony clapper full of startyng hollies.^ — (MS. Cotton. 
Gleop. E. iv. fol. 127.) Another commissioner (MS. Cotton. Cleop. E. iv. 
fol. 35), in a letter concerning the monks of the Charter-house in London, 
says, " These cliarter-howse monkes wolde be called solytary, but to the 
cloyster dore ther be above xxiiij. keys in the handes of xxiiij. persons, 
and hit is lyke my letters, unprofytable tayles and tydinges and sumtyme 
perverse concell commythe and goythe by reason therof. Allso to the 
buttrey dore ther be xij. sundrye keyes in xij. [mens] hands, wherein 
symythe to be small husbandry e.** Quoted from Mr Wright*s notes to the 
" Crede." 

1C6. euesed^ bordered. This verb is formed from the A.S. efese^ the 
modem English eaves^ which (it ought to be remembered) is, strictly, a 
noun in the singular number. 

167. entayledy carved, cut. This word occurs in Spenser, Faerie 
Queene, Bk. ii. c. 3, st. 27, and c. 6, st. 29. 

168. toten^ to spy ; a tote-hyll is a hill to spy from, now shortened to 
Tothill. 

169. " The price of a carucate of land, would not raise such another 
building." Warton's note. 

172. awaytede a woon, beheld a dwelling ; ybuld^ built. 

174. crochetes, crockets (see Glossary). They were so named from 
their resembling bunches or locks of hair, and we find the word used in 
the latter sense in the Complaint of the Ploughman. 

" They kembe her crokeitea with christall." 

FoL Poems, vol. i. p. 312. 

175. ywrittenfull ihiclce, inscribed with many texts or names. 

176. schapen scheldes, " coats of arms of benefactors painted in the 
glass." Warton^s note ; which see, for examples of them. - 

177. merkes of marchauntes, " their symbols, cyphers, or badges, drawn 
or painted in the windows. . . Mixed with the arms of their founders and 
benefactors stand also the marks of tradesmen and merchants, who had 
no arms, but used their marks in a shield like Arms. Instances of this 
sort are very common." — Warton's note, where he also says they may be 
found in Great St Mary^s, Cambridge, in Bristol cathedral, and in churches 
at Lynn. 

180. ragenum. Alluding to the Bagman Rolls, originally '* a collec- 
tion of those deeds by which the nobility and gentry of Scotland were 
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tTTannically constraiDed to frabscribe allegiance to Edward I. of England, 
in 1296, and which were more particularly recorded in four large rolls of 
parchment, consisting of 35 pieces, bound together, and kept in the tower 
of London." — JamieaovCt Scottish Dictionary, See also Nares's Glossary, 
where we find — ^ Bagman, made from rage-man^ stands in Piers Plow* 
man [ed. Wright, v. ii. p. 335] for the devil ; probably, therefore, this 
tyrannical roll was originally stigmatised as the DeviVs roll,** The 
modern rigmarole is a curious corruption of this term. 

181. tyld opon lofle, set up on high. It means that the tombs wore 
raised some three or four feet above the ground. 

182. housed in himeSy enclosed in corners or niches. The old printed 
text has homes, for which Wartou suggested humes, and he guessed 
rightly ; but it is odd that he did not observe that MS. B has hemis, as 
he collated the passage with that MS. ; besides which, the old glossary 
has hymesy shewing that homes is a mere misprint. 

183. In the church of the Grey Friars, near Newgate, were buried, 
in all, 663 persons of quality. Stowe says " there were nine tombs of 
alabaster and marble, in v ironed with strikes of iron, in the choir.*' 
See preface to the '' Chronicle of the Grey Friars of London ; " (Camden 
Soc, 1852) p. xxi. 

184. 185. MS. A omits these lines, obviously owing to the repetition 
of clad for the nones, 

185. " In their cognisances, or surcoats of arms." — Warton, 
188. gold'beten, adorned with beaten gold. 

194. peynt Ul, painted tiles. MS. B has paine, by obvious error for 
painte; the scribe has apparently altered it to pamne, thinking it meant 
paving. The old printed text has poynt til, on which Warton*s note is, 
^^ Point en point is a French phrase for in order, exactly. This explains the 
latter part of the line. Or poynttil may mean tiles in squares or dies, in 
chequer- work. See Skinner in Point, and Du Fresne in Punctdra. 
And then, ich point after other will be one square after another. So late 
as the reign of Henry the Eighth, so magnificent a structure as the 
refectory of Christ-church at Oxford was, at its first building, paved with 
green and yellow tiles. The whole number was 2600, and each hundred 
cost 3«. 6J." But Warton was slightly misled by the old text ; poynte 
merely means bit, piece, as in 1. 198. It is true that poynttil occurs in 
many dictionaries, glossaries, &c., but in every case I find that the only 
quotation given for it is the present line, and I hold it to be a mere mis^ 
print, Peynt = painted is common enough (see 1. 192), but I doubt the 
existence of poynt in the sense of pointed or squared. Indeed, Mr Ellis, 
rejecting Warton 's explanation, proposed to explain poynttil by pantiles, 
v^hich, however, cannot be used for paving, not being ^^. 

" And yit, God wot, unnethe the foundement 
Parformed is, ne of cure pavyment 
Is nought a tyle yit withinne our wones.^' 

Chaucer, Sompnoures Tale, 1. 403. 

197. I trow the produce of the land in a great shire would not furnish 
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that place (bardly) one bit towards* the other end ; a stronger phrase than 
*^ from one end to the other," as Warton explains it. Oo properly = one. 
199. ChapHre-hous. **The chapter-house was magnificently con- 
structed in the style of church-architecture, finely vaulted, and richly 
carved ." — WarUm, 

201. With ** a seemly ceiling, or roof, very lofty." — Warton, 

202. y-peynted^ painted. Before tapestry became fashionable, the 
walls of rooms were painted. For proofs, see Warton's long note. 

203. fraytouTf refectory. 

209. chymneyes, fireplaces. Langlande complains bitterly that the 
rich often despise dining in the hall, and eat by themselves "^ in a privy 
parlour, or in a chamber with a chimney." Piers Plowman : ed. Wright, 
p. 179, vol. i. 

211. dortour, dormitory. 

212. fermery^ infirmary ; fele mo, many more. Chaucer uses 
fermerere for the person who had charge of the infinnary. — Sompnoures 

Tale, 1. 151 ; dortour occurs in the same passage, just 4 lines above. 

216. Compare 

" Yif us a busshel whet, or malt, or reye, 
A Goddes kichil, or a trip of chese. 
Or elles what yow list, we may not chese," &c. 

Sompnoures Tale, 1. 38. 

217. onethe^ with difficulty. 

219. y toted, investigated, espied. 

220. Friars are also accused of fatness in the following : — 

** I have lyued now fourty ^ers 
And fatter men about the neres 
3it sawe I neuer then are thes frers 
In contreys ther thai rayke. 
Meteles, so megre are thai made, and penaunce so puttee ham doun 
That ichone is an Jiora-lade, whan he shal trusse of toun I " ' 

Pol. Poems^ i. 264. 

222. " With a face as fat as a full bladder that is blown quite full of 
breath ; and it hung like a bag on both his cheeks, and his chin lolled 
(or flapped) about with a jowl (or double-chin) that was as great as a 
goose's ^gg, grown all of fat ; so that all his flesh wagged about like a 
quick mire (quagmire)." 

228. The line " with double worsted well ydight " occurs in the Com- 
plaint of the Ploughman ; Pol, Poems, i. 334. 

229. The hirile was the under-garment, which was worn white by the 
Black Friars. The outer hlach garment is here called the cope, and I 
suppose 1. 230 to refer to it ; i. e. the MrtU was of clean white, but the 

1 neresy kidneys ; unless it be put for eres, ears ; or (perhaps) buttocks. To find 
nale, noke, nende^ for ale, oke, ende, where the n is merely added at the hesinning, 
and is no part of the word, is very common. Eayke^ wander about ; cf. 1. 72 of 
the " Crede ; " hors'lade, a horse-load; trusse of toun, pack off out of the town. 
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cope had enoQgh dirt on it for one to grow com io. Tb« kirtU ^^appeart 
to have been a kiud of tunic or tarcoat, and to have reaembled the ban* 
berk or coat of mail ; it seems in some inatancaa to bave been worn 
next the shirt, if not to senre the porpose of it, and was also osed as an 
exterior garment by pages when they waited on the nobility.** — Similf 
Dre88 and HabUsy 349. When Jane Sbore did penance, sbe was ** out 
of all array save her IdrtU only.** — Holinthed, p. 1135 ; ed. 1577. 

233. The mistake ^^willen** in MS. A arose from misreading 
" wiffen." See note to 1. 100. 

242. euelUs, evil-less ; but there seems little force in this epitliet, 
and I feel sure the reading is corrupt. The other readings are no better. 

247. ** It is merely a pardoner's trick ; test and try it ! ** 

252. An allusion to the reputation of the Dominicans for scbolastio 
learning. 

256. "Three popes, John XXI., Innocent V., and Benedict XL, were 
all taken from the order of Black Friars, between a.d. 1276-1303.** 

Masnngberdf Eng. Rrf.^ p. 117. 

263. in lylmes, by way of parable. 

268. The spelling angerUch is the correct one ; compare 

** Tho kings law wol no man deme 
AngerUche without answere.** 

Qmp. o/Fhughm. Pol Poems, i. 323. 
271. creatour, creature. 

274. ** That fully follow the faith, as the gospels tell us, apart from 
fables, and from mystifications of paraphrases and glosses. For the 
meaning of glose, compare 

^ I have to day ben at your chirche at messe, 
And sayd a sermoun after my eimple vfit^ 
Nought al after the text of holy wryU 
For it is hard for yow, as I suppose. 
And therfor wil I teche yow ay the gloee. 
Glosyng is aful glorious thing certayn, , 

For letter sleth, so as we clerkes sayn.** 

Chaucer, Somp. Tale, 1. 80. 

276. hyhyghty promised. 

280. Imadde, I grow mad ; cf. 1. 41. 

282. good, property, here and elsewhere. 

283. catell, wealth. 

285. The spellings vsun, vsune, vson are all bad. 

287. " Do naught but pro£fer them privately a penny for saying a 
mass, and put out my eye if his lad is not ready to take it.** The read- 
ing of the old printed copy, " but his name be Prest^ i.e,ifhis name he 
not Priest, is very absurd. The hnaue or lad is the man who followed 
the begging friars about to carry their earnings. 

" A stourdy harlot (fellow) ay went hem byhynde, 
That was her hostis man, and bar a sak. 
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And what men yaf hem, layd it on his bak.**. 

Stympnoure^s Tale, 1. 46. 

291. ^ As towching onr habite and clothinge, yt is ordeyned that the 
bredditbe of the hode pas not the sholder-boone, and that the lenghte 
therof pas not the coorde behinde; and the lenghte of the habit shalle 
nat pas the lenkithe of hym that werethe yt, and the breddith therof 
bane nat past zri. spannys at the most, nor les thenziiij., but-yf the 
gretnes of the brodre require more after the roynd of the warden, and 
the lenghte of the slevis shall cum over the vtter joynt of the finger and 
no further. And the brethem may haue mantellis of vyle and course 
clothe, not curiusly made or pynched aboute the necke, nat towching 
the graund by a hole spanne." General Statutes of the Gray Friars ; 
Hon. Francisc. p. 575. For pictures of the friars* dresses see Dugdale's 
Monasticon, last edition. 

292. **More cloth is folded in cutting his cope than was in St 
Francis's frock, when he first established the order." 

296. The cote, worn under the cope, was of fur ; but it was cut short 
at the knee, and craftily buttoned close, lest it should be perceived by 
the stricter brethren. 

298. Among the "articles that Pope Clement saithe that the 
Bretheme [Franciscans] be bownde to kepe vnder payne of dedly 
synne," the second is, " that the bretheme shalle were no shone." — Mon, 
Franc, p. 572. At p. 28 of Mon. Franc, there is a story of one Walter 
de Madele, a Franciscan of Oxford, who found a pair of shoes and went 
to matins in them ; he dreamt the next night that he was attacked by 
thieves, and putting out his feet to show tJiat he was a friar, found to his 
confusion that he was shod. Starting up from bed, he throws his shoes 
out of the window. 

299. for bleynynge, to prevent blains on their heels. 

300. yhamled, cut short at the ancle, so that people should not easily 
see that they had hose on ; such was their crafty device. 

301. "And spices scattered loose in their purses (bags), to give 
away where* they liked." Compare 

" And also many a dyuers spyse 
In bagges about thai here. 
Al that for women is plesand, 
Ful redy certes have thai ; 
But lytel gyfe thai the husband, 

That for al shal pay." — PoL Poems, i. 265 
The friars used to bribe the fair wives, to get their good word, thus 
" throwing away a sprat to catch a whale." See Chaucer, Prol. 233 ; 
Somp. Tale, 94—101. 

303. knewen men, if men knew ; cf. 1. 770. The old reading, knowen, 
is clearly wrong. 

304. nought but, only ; cf. prov. Eng. nohhut, 

308. heremita, not heremite, is the true reading ; it is a quotation 
from Piers Plowman (ed. Wright, p. 312) ; 
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" Poal primua heremiia 

Hadde parroked bjnuelre,** Ac. 

For the stoiy of Paul of Thebes who, doring the pertecatioD ooder 
Beciaa, fled to. a desert on the East of the Nile, and there became the 
founder of the anchorites or solitaiy hermits, see Mrs Jameson*s Sacred 
and Legendary Art, vol. II. p. 368. 

311. Forto, nntil. The Carmelites lived as hennits till the Frsncis- 
cans betook themselves to the poor sobarbs of towns ; so says their 
apologist. 

324. The alliteration is very defective ; it is perhaps eked out by a 
very strong emphasis on thou and thUelfe, 

326. ** Thou shalt (at the next meeting of the chapter) hare a letter 
of fraternization granted yon, duly sealed.** Massiogberd says (p. 118) 
— ** Another marvellous way, by which the rich were brought in to share 
all the graces of poverty, without practising its privations, was by eon- 
ventual letters^ or charters of fraternization ; by which the person pre- 
sented with them was entitled to all tlie benefit of the prayers, masseSi 
and meritorious deeds of the order.** Compare 

" Ye sayn me thus, how that I am your brother : 
Ye, certes, (quod the frere), trusteth wel ; 
I toke our dame the letter, under our m/.** 

Somp, Tale, 1. 426. 

328. prouiitekill, one who has the direction of the several conveuts of 
a province, 

336. preyinge of gynne^ sinful praying. 

341. A omits s in auliche; but the reading of B (ailUch) shews that 
the original had aiJTiche, f being again confused with I, as at 1. 100. 

342. on leuest, believest in. 

345. haU^ boldeth ; so we find rit for rideth,y^n/ for findeth, &o. 
347. letten hut werchen, prevent him from working. 

350. For thei hen, whether they he ; on to trosten^ to trust in. 

351. ^*I would requite thee with thy reward, according to my 
power.** 

355. " They are as disdainful as Lucifer, that (for his pride) falls from 
heaven." Perhaps we should read droppede, 

356. " With their hearts (full) of haughtiness, (see) how they hallow 
churches, and deal in divinity as dogs treat bones.'* 

358. " He had i-made many a fair mariage." Chaucer^ Prol, 1. 212. 

360. In the Complaint of the Ploughman, it is said of the Pope that 

"' He maketh bishops for earthly Ihanhe^ 

And no thing at all for Christ[e]8 sake.** 

Pol, Poems, vol. i. p. 315. 

The context shews that earthly thanhe means a hrihe, 

361. "They wish for honours : — only look at their deeds (and you'll 
see proofs of it).*' 

362. I have no doubt, from the context, that these goings-on of the 
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friars at Hertford mean that they cajoled Richard II. and big relatives 
into granting them money. There was no house of the Black Friars at 
Hertford itaelf (there was one of Black Monks), but the allusion is doubt- 
less to their famous convent at King's Langley, in Hertfordshire, the richest 
(says Dugdale) in all England. Richard II. made no less than three grants 
to it, and it received large sums from Edmund de Langley (who was bom 
in that town), and from Edmund's first wife. ''And 'tis said that this 
great Lady, having been somewhat wanton in her younger years, became 
an hearty Penitent^ and departed this life anno 1394. 17 R. II. and was 
buried in this church " (the church of the Black Friars' convent); Ckauncy's 
Hert/ordsh,, p. 545. Edmund de Langley was also buried here, and so 
was the king himself. The custom was, to bequeath one's body to a 
convent for burial, and to bequeath a large sum of money to it at the 
same time ; see 11. 408 — 417. It should be noted, too, that Richard often 
held a royal Christmas at Langley ; he did so certainly in 1392, and 
again in 1394 ; see Stow's and Capgrave's Chronicles. This, doubtless, 
gave the Friars excellent opportunities. 

365. See Glossary, s. ▼. ClaweJ). 

366. " God grant they lead them well, in heavenly living, and cajole 
them not for their own advantage, to the peril of their (the kings') souls.'" 

374. hfte^ remained. 

375. digne, disdainful ; hence, repulsive ; but there is not often much 
logical sequence or connection in proverbs of this sort. Yet that this is 
the right explanation is evident from Chaucer ; see the Glossary. 

378. Als as, all so as, i. e. just as if. 

379. leesinges lyeih, lie their lies. 

383. See note to 1. 29. The friar in the Sompnoures Tale seems to 
have been a Carmelite ; see Somp. T. 1. 416. 

387. by lyhbeth, live by. 

388. " We know of no subtlety, Christ knows the truth." 
393. And, if. 

401. to vyynnen withe my f ode, to earn my food with. 

402. leme, teach ; common in prov. English. 

405. Catus amat pisces, sed non vult tingere plantara. 

406. 80 — parted, are not given away in that manner. 

409. Carefully compare the death-bed scene described fully in 
Massingberd's Eng. Ref. pp. 165 — 168 ; and see also Chaucer's Sompnoures 
Tale. 

** Si dives in patria quisquis infirmetur, 
Illuc frater properans et currens mouetur ; 
Et statim cum venerit infirmo loquetur, 
Ut cadaver mortuum fratribus donetur." 

Pol. Poems, vol. i. p. 257. 

414. Anuell; see Glossary. 

415. ** It is God's forbidding but that she die while she is in a mind 
to share her wealth among us ; God let her live no longer, for our letters 
(of confraternity) are so numerous." It was of course inconvenient that 
those who had obtained these letters should live long afterwards. 
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. 421. " I saw a simple man hang upon (bend orer) bit ploogb.** 
I here venture to qaote the whole of the Prologue to the Plooghman** 
Tale, from an early undated edition. It is much to the point, and waa 
omitted by Mr Wright when reprinting the Plowman's Tale itselC 

^ Here endeth the Manciples tale, and here beginneth the Plow* 
maunes Prologue. 

The Plowman plucked vp his plowe 

Whan Midsomer Moone was comen in, 
And saied his bestes shuld eate inowe, 

And lige in the Grasse Tp to the chin. 
Thei been feble bothe Oxe and Cowe, 

Of hem nis left but bone and skinne, 
He shoke of her shore and coulter ofdrowo, 

And honged his hamis on a pinne. 

He toke his tabarde and his staffe eke, 

And on his hedde he set his hat. 
And saied he would sainct Thomas seko, 

On pilgremage he goth forth plat. 
In Bcrippc he bare bothe bread and lekes, 

He was forswonke and all forswat ; 
Men mi^t haue sen through both his chekes, 

And euery waug-toth and where it sat. 

Our hoste behelde well all about, 

And sawe this men was Sunne ibrent, 
He knewe well by his senged snout, 

And by his clothes that were to-rent, 
He was a man wont to walke about. 

He nas not alwaie in cloister ipent ; 
He could not religiousliche lout. 

And therefore was he fully shent. 

Our hoste him axed, ^ what man art thou ? ' 

* Sir * {quod he) * I am an hine ; 
For I am wont to go to the plow, 

And eame my meate er ' that I dine ; 
To swette and swinke I make auowe, 

My wife and children therewith to finde ; 
And serue God and I wist how, 

But we leude men been full blinde. 

For clerkes sale we shullen be fain 

For her liuelod swette and swinke, 
And thei right nought vs glue again, 

Neither to eate ne yet to drinke. 



> Old copy, **yer.** 
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Thei mowe by lawe, as tLei sain, 

Vs cnree and dampne to hel1[e] brinke; 

Thus thei patten tb to pain 

With candles qaeint and belles clinke. 

Thei make vs thralles at her last, 
And sain we mowe not els be saaed ; 

Thei haae the come and we the dust, 

Who speaketh there-again, thei sale he raued. 
[^Four lines losL"] 

9 

' What ? man,' (c\uod oar hoste) * canst thou preache ? 

Come nere and tel vs some holy thing/ 
' Sir,* quod he, * I heard ones teacbe 

A priest in pulpit a good preaching.* 
* Saie one,' quod our hoste, * I thee besechc.' 

* Sir, I am redy at your bidding ; 
I praie you that no man me reproche. 

While that I am my tale telling.' 

Thas endeth the Prologue, and here foloweth the first parte of the tale.** 
425. It means that his shoes were so worn and ill-made that, whilst 

his toes peeped out, his hose overhung them at the sinews of his heel 

(hokschynes), and so got bedaubed with mud. 

428. cu mete^ as middling (or poor) as the shoes were. It is the A.S. 

nuEte^ middling, mean. It being a hard word, the scribe of MS. B erased 

ity and the old printer misprinted it. 

431. wwt/ien, become. The wrong reading worthi may have been 
an error in the old original text, from which texts A, B, and C are all 
derived. In Layamon's " Brut " the past participle of the verb worthen^ 
to become, takes the forms iwuriSen, iwurden, iworiScn, iwor]7e ; and is 
sometimes ased in the exact sense here required, as in — ** for alle ure 
he^ene-scipe hsBne is iwuriJen" — "for all our heathendom is become 
base." — Layamon, vol. 2, p. 279. 

432. reufullf sorry-looking ; a great improvement on the old reading 
rentfull. 

436. Compare — " As two of them [Minorites] were going into a 
neighbouring wood, picking their way along the rugged path over the 
frozen mud and rigid snow, whilst the blood lay in the track of tbeir 
naked feet without their porceiving it," &c. — Mon, Franc, p. 632. 

437. laye ; the old printed text has lath ; this is because the printer 
misread laye as Id^e, 

443. " At heij prime perkyn • lette Jje plouj stonde." — Piers PL A. 
vii. 105. 

445. " If livelihood (i. e. means of living) fail thee, I will lend thee 
such wealth as God hath sent ; come, dear brother." Go we (= come 
along) was a common exclamation ; cf. " go we dyne, gowe," Piers PI. 
A. proL 105. 
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452. ^ For tbere I expected to have koown (it).** 

456. ** Attendite a falsis prophetia, qoi TeDioot ad tos in vesHmaUU 
ovium, intrinsecns aatem sunt lupt rapacea,** Mat. vii. 16 (Volgate). 

459. toerwolveSf lit. man-wolvea, Fr. loupgaroug^ from the Teutooio 
wer^ a man, which was modified into gar in Normao*FreDcb. For a 
full discussion of the etymology, sec Qloeaaiy to Sir F. Madden*! editioo 
of ^^ William and the Werwulf," a re-issue of which I am uow preparing 
for the E. E. T. S. For a full discussion of the very prevalent medieval 
superstitioD, that men could be turned iuto peculiarly ferocious wolve% 
see ^ A Book on Werwolves,** by S. Baring Gould, and Tborpe*s Northern 
Mythology. 

462. CarateSy parish-priests with a cure of souls. Tlie friara were 
continually interfering with and opposing them. 

" unnethe may prostes scculurs 

Gete any service, for thes frers,** &c. 

Pol, Poems, i. 267. 

468. confessions, i. e. the right of hearing confessions, and being paid 
for BO doing. 

469. sepultures, burials. They used to get people to order in their 
wills that they should be buried in a convent-church, and then they 
would be paid for the singing of masses for them. 

471. A« lokethy they look for, look out for. 

477. *^ I trow that some wicked wight wrought these orders through 
the subtlety of the tale called Golias ; or else it was Satan,** &c, A satire 
on the monkish orders, called Apocalypsis Golias, may be found among 
the poems by Walter Mapes, &c., edited by Mr Wright for the Camden 
Society. The idea expressed in 1. 479 is this : — perhaps, after all, that 
satire of Golias was written as an artful contrivance for bringing about 
the disrepute of the monks, and the rise of the mendicant orders. It is 
certain that the friars succeeded at first because the monks had become 
80 dissolute, but it is not likely that this particular poem had much to 
do with it. Gleym = bird-lime, and hence subtlety, craft, guile. It is a 
strong metaphor, but explained by our autlior*s own words in 1. 564 ; 
"I liken it to a limed twig, to draw men to hell.** 

486. Cain*s name was generally spelt Cairn or Caym in Early English : 
whence WyclilTe declared that the letters C, A, I, M meant the Carmelites, 
Augustines, Jacobins, and Minorites, and he delighted in calling the 
convents " Caim's castles," an idea which appears below, at 1. 559. It 
was common to call wicked people Caiu*s children or Judas*s children ; 
see Piers PI. A. proL 35, and x. 149. 

" Nou se the sothe whedre it be swa, 
That frere Carmes come of a K, 
The frer Austynes come of A, 

Frer Jacobynes of I, 
Of M comen the frer Menours 
Thus grounded Caym thes four ordours 
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That fillon the world ful of errours, 

And of ypocrisy ," — Pol, Poems, i. 266. 

487. The Wycliffites were never tired of comparing the friars to 
Pharisees / 11. 487 — 602 and 646 — 584 are entirely devoted to this com- 
parison. This comparison, and the one in 1. 456, are both found in the 
Apology attributed to WyclifiFe. feynedfor gode, feigned to be good men. 
The old printed text has ** Sarysenes, feyncd for God." 

489. kynde ypocrites, natural hypocrites, hypocrites by nature. 

492. wo ux>rthe yoUj wo happen to you ; worthe is the imperative of 
umrthen, to become, to happen. 

498. Cf. note to 1. 674. 

499. Cf. note to 1. 654. 

603. " Her (their) high maister is Beliall."— Po/. Poems, i. 310. 

607. Cf. note to 1. 462. 

610. The old reading demUch, secretly, gives no sense ; deruelich 
means laboriously, industriously. Thus in Allit. Poems (ed. Morris, 
E. £. T. S.), p. 66, 1. 632, Abraham tells his servant to seethe a kid, 
" And he deruely, at his dome, dy^t hyt bylyue ; " and he industriously, 
at his bidding, got it ready soon. 

616. vnteyned, bad spelling for vntyned, unfastened. It occurs in this 
sense in the following : " uses ther duru ontyned, ne weall to-sly ten, ne 
eah-thyrl geopened ; " there was no door unfastened, nor wall rent through, 
nor window opened. MS. C.C.C. 196, p. 43 

618. hare, barren. 

621. pouere in gost, poor in spirit. " Gostly pouert is sum tyme wan 
a thing hath litil of sum spirit ; and thus was Crist most pore, for he had 
lest of the spirit of prid." — Apology attributed to Wycliffe, p. 41 ; cf. 
Sompnoures Tale, 1. 215. 

623. Proue hem, i. e. try the experiment of proving them. 

528. For a brief summary of Wycliflfe's charges against the friars, 
see Massingberd, Eng. Kef., p. 139 ; or consult Lewises or Le Bas' life of 
WyclifiFe ; or, better still, Wycli fife's own Two treatises against the Friars, 
edited by James; 4to, Oxford, 1608. He died Dec. 31, 1384, at Lutter- 
worth. 

532. To lolle properly means, to profess the doctrines of Wycliffe ; 
and " oueral lollede him " = especially accused him of lolling. See the 
poem against the Lollards, in Pol. Poems, ii. 245, where we find 

" And, parde, lolle thei never so longe, 
Yut wol lawe make hem lowte ; " 

and again, ^^ double dethe for suyche hllynge" A toiler means a slug- 
gard, an idle vagabond; see Piers Plowman (ed. Wright), pp. 614y 527. 
In the Complaint of the Ploughman the term is applied, not to the 
WycliffiteSy but to the friars, who are " Icleped loiters and londlese ; " 
PoL Poems, i, 305. At the same time, the term Lollard was freely 
applied to the so-called heretics, and had been used in Germany as early 
as 1309. The latter word was probably formed from Ger. luUen or 
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lallen, to stammer, mumble (Docange gives ** Lollaerd, muimiaior^**) hutr 
the two words toller and Lollard were pnrpouly coDfuaed, to the oo small 
perplexity of modem inquirers. 

536. ^ If yon can find four friars in one conrent that follow that rule, 
why, then, IVe lost all my powers of tasting, touching, and testing.** 

538 — 545. In all former editions, these lines have been rendered merv 
nonsense by the absurd insertion of a full stop at the end of 1. 643. But 
the construction is just the same as in 11. 536-7 ; and the sentence is 
framed in the same ironical strain. It means, ** Only find fault with 
them ever so little, and blame their mode of life, and if he does not leap 
Dp on high in hardness of heart, and at once call yon a tiling of naught, 
and revile your name openly with proud words that transgress his rule, 
both with *thou liest' and again 'thou liest,* in his haughtiness of soul, 
and turn about like a tyrant that torments himself — if he does not do Ud$^ 
why then Til admit that a lord is more loath to give to a knave than to 
each a begging friar as he is, though he be the best in the town.*' In 
other words, *' we know that a lord would rather give to a knave than to 
a friar ; bat, if my words be not true, consider the order of all things as 
inverted, and that a lord is more loath to give to a knave than to a friar.'* 
Such a construction is difficult to explain on paper, but a good reader 
would bring out the force of it easily enough. 

550. chapolories, scapulars. The writer cleverly substitutes the 
fcapulars of the friars for the phylacteries of the Pharisees. The scapular 
(Fr. scapulairej Ital. scapulare) was so called because thrown over the 
shoulders. Compare the words of Jack Upland — *' What betokeneth your 
great hood, your scaplerie^ your knotted girdle, and your wide cope ? " — 
^ol. Poems, ii. 19. This word has been queerly misunderstood ; Richard- 
son thou^t it meant a chapelry^ and inserted this line in his dictionary 
under " Chapel.*' But the spellings scaphry and scapelary are both given 
in the Promptorium Parvulorum, and the alteration into chapolory is less 
remarkable than the spelling of chaff in 1. 663, viz. schqf; and see note 
to 1. 684. 

554. Compare 

" Priestes should for no catell plede, 
But chasten hem in charite ; 
Ne to no battaile should men lede, 
For inhaunsing of her own degree ; 
Nat wilne sittings in high see, 
Ne Boueraignty in house ne hall ; 

All wordly worship defie and flee ; 
For who wiUeth highnes, foule shal fall." 

PloughmarCs Oomplaintf Pol, Poems, i. 306. 
559 See note to 1. 486. 

564. So in Piers Plowman (ed. Wright), p. 170 — ^** For lecherie in 
Kkynge is lyme-yerd of belle." 
569. her propre^ their own. 

571 . " Except money may make measure of (i. e. may moderate) the: 

4 
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pain, according as his power of payment is, — ^his penance shall fail ; and 
Gk>d grant it be a good help (i. e. a heavy payment) for the health of the 
Boals.** 

574. " Now maUter (qaod this lord) I yow biseke. — 
No tnaiaterf sir (quod he) but servitour, 
Though I have had in scole such honour. 
God likith not that Rdby men us calle 
Neyther in market, neyther in your large halle.*' 

Sompnoures Tcde, 1. 484. 

So too in the Comp. of the Ploughman ; Pol. Poems, i. 337. 

677. The sense is carried on from for^etten this to Wher in 1. 579. 
" Friars have forgotten this, viz. whether Francis," &c. 

583. and — liste, and choose when it suits him ; meaning, I suppose, 
that he chooses his own hours for service, &c. 

586. " He touches not the text itself^ but takes it to found his glosses 
on. 

591. Stumlen in tales, flounder about in his legends of the saints, 
instead of preaching God's word. 

593. ** And look out (find out) for themselves lying stories, such as 
please the people." 

697. a lymitour ; see Chaucer, Prol, 1. 209. "It was, of course, how- 
ever, necessary to regulate the system of begging alms. . . . This was 
effected by assigning districts to each convent, within which its 
members were to take their rounds, and generally each individual friar 
had his own limits prescribed ; whence the name that was commonly given 
to them of limitors. When the system was established, the alms of bread, 
bacon, and cheese, logs of wood for their fire, and other ordinary gifts, 
were ready for the friar when he called." Massingherd, -En^. Ref, p. 110. 

603. Wherto^ wherefore, answering to But for in 1. 605. 

608. The old printer, misreading Y as ]?, and supposing ]? to stand for 
J« or Jjet, turned Y^h^ed into Thei clothed. 

610. onUe, singularly, in a way peculiar to themselves, "neither in 
order nor out," as we read in 1. 45 ; cf. also 1. 534. 

613. /or, before. 

614. cld^, cloth. The adjective pur, pure, clean, shews that chth is 
meant ; besides, they would not be put in clay when " near dead," but 
only after death. The mis-reading clay in A is easily explained ; the 
writer simply mistook ]} to mean y, just as, by a common blunder, y® and 
yt occur often in C for the and that. The reading cleye in B is due to 
the same thing, only that here the scribe also changed the spelling at 
his own good pleasure, as he has very unwisely done throughout the MS. 
The announcement in this line that friars, when near dead, were wrapped 
up in white cloth, and had pots put on their heads, is strange and startling, 
and a reference to 1. 627 seems to shew that there existed a system of 
disposing of useless friars by a process not very different from suffoca- 
tion ; but it would be desirable to have more light thrown upon this 
passage from other sources. A request for further explanation was 
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inserted in Notes and Queries, 3rd S. xi. p. 277, bat bas elicited, as yet, 
no reply. 

623. *'0r maimed by accident, or sick lepers.** The old text has 
mayned for maymedj and lyke for sylsef a mistake due to reading the long 
€ (f) as an ;, as in 11. 100, 233, and 341. 

626. ^ Except he beg his bread, his bed is got ready for him ; he 
shall be put under a pot in a secret chamber so that he shall not live or 
last long after." Cf. 11. 614, 732. 

631. *^ But whosoever hath scoffed at a friar,*' &c. 

633. '^ It were as good for him to have displeased a wealthy lord.** 

635. composed his morther, contrived his murder ; the old printed text 
has mother; had the author meant mother, he would have written moder; 
see 1. 2. 

636. ^^ Than if he had bestowed a buffet on a begging friar.** 

641. ihiSf this law; an other, another law. 

642. " That which they catch hold of, they hold tight, [and] soon 
hide it away." 

643. 644. Difficult ; but the meaning seems to be — ** Their hearts 
are fully hid (from the world's wealth) in their high cloisters — quite as 
roach as curs abstain from refuse carrion I " In other words, they no 
more devote their minds to contemplation and abstain from coveting, 
than a dog abstains from carrion. 

648, 649. The reading wilfuller (of MS. B) gives the right sense; the 
readings wilfulhk{e)r and follohe are easily accounted for by remember- 
ing that the old spelling of ml/uller would be wilfulloker, just as Ughtloher 
(== lightlier), sadloker (= sadder), and many other such comparative 
forms, occur continually in old authors, as, e. g. in Piers Plowman. The 
tvil was dropped in the old printed text because the repetition of it looked 
wrong, and the final r, which may have been obscurely written, went with 
it. The sense is ; *' just test their soberness, and you may soon know that 
no wasp in the world will sting more fiercely, [than they will sting you] 
for stepping on the toe of a stinking friar.*' But there is probably a line 
lost between 11, 648 and 649. 

655. pursut of, prosecution (of heretics) by. 

657. Wat is no doubt the right reading ; the reading Water arose 
from adding er, and forgetting to put in the l. Wat is the common form, 
and was a very common name ; cf. Piers Plowman, A. v. 30. Walter 
Brute was a Welsh gentleman, who called into question the doctrines of 
the power of the keys, auricular confession, pardons, &c., and declared 
that pretended miracles ought to be carefully examined into. In parti- 
cular he protested, Oct. 15, 1391, against the condemnation, for heresy, 
of William Swinderby ; on Jan. 19, 1391-2, he confessed to having com- 
municated with the said heretic ; on Friday, Oct. 3, 1393, he appeared 
before the bishop of Hereford, who had prosecuted him unceasingly, for 
final trial, and on the succeeding Monday, Oct. 6, he submitted himself 
to the same, not without having well defended many of his opinions. A 
long account of his defence will be found in Foxe's Acts and Monuments, 
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vol. 3, pp. 131 — 188 (ed. Cattley, 1841). Fuller speaks of Walter Brute 
as one of the ** Worthies of Wales." 

659. I venture to read hym, as the sense requires ; hem must have 
been copied from the line above. Brute haying submitted himself to 
the bishop, the friars partly failed in their object ; but they still tell men, 
says our author, that he is a heretick, and go on preaching against him. 
This use of the present tense helps greatly to fix the date of the poem in 
1394. Compare the account of William Swinderby in Massingberd's 
Eng. Ref. p. 172. 

660. Compare 

" Whoso speketh ayenst her powere. 
It shal be holden heresie." 

Compl. Ploughm,, Pol, Poems, i. 329. 

663. Imitated from Piers Plowman, A. i. 167, 

" Chewen heore charite^ and chiden after more I " 
So here, '* They gobble down their charity as hounds do bran," and 
no more is seen of it. Schaf, chaflF ; prob. put for Iran, with which dogs 
used to be commonly fed. Notes and Queries, 3rd S. xi. 191. 

664. passen pursutes, exceed all other persecutions, i. e. they both 
wish to murder men's souls after burning their bodies, and they would 
do it too I A Wicliffite is threatened with the words, 

^ Thou shalt be brent in balefull fire, 

And all thy sect I shall destrie." — Pol, Poems, i. 341. 

But such a threat was not carried out till a few years later, whea 
William Sautre was burnt in Smithfield, Feb. 26, 1401. 

670, " They nold nat demen after the face." — Compl. Phughm., Pol, 
Poems, i. 325. 

681. . " PossessionereSf i. e. the regular orders of monks, who possessed 
landed property and enjoyed rich revenues. The friars were forbidden 
by their rule to possess property, which they only did under false pre- 
tences ; they depended for support on voluntary offerings." — Cant Tales, 
ed, Wright, p. 82, foot-note, 

^^ Suche aunuels has made thes frers 
So wely and so gay, 
That ther may no possessioners 
Mayntene thair array." — Pol. Poems, i. 267. 

684. I venture to read chesen. The original text probably had 
scJiesen, altered in MS. A to schosen. The strange spelling schesen is 
paralleled by schaf for chaf and chuldest for schuldest in 1. 124. 

691. Aldermen^ an allusion to the twenty-four elders, Rev. iv. 4 ; we 
read " et mittebant coronas suas ante thronum " in ver. 10 (Vulgate). 

695. Alluding to the dress of the Dominicans ; see note to 1. 29. 

703. " I suppose this refers to St Hildegardis, a nun who flourished 
in the middle of the twelfth century, and who was celebrated among the 
Roman Catholics as a prophetess. Her prophecies are not uncommon in 
manuscripts, and they have been printed. Those which relate to the 
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future corruptions in the monkish orders are given in Foxe's Acts and 
Monuments, hook vi., and in other works." — Mr Wright's note to this 
line. St Hildegarde was abhess of St Rupert's mount, near Bingen ; 
bom A.D. 1098, died in 1180. See Neander's Church History, vii. 291-5 
(ed. Torrey). 

705. Cf. note to 1. 468. Innocent III. made confession compulsory, 
once a year at least. 

710. after vsed, (perhaps) used after, i. e. followed after, held to, 
practised accordingly. But it is an awkward expression. 

713. So in Piers Plowman, A. viii. 3, "And purchasede him a 
pardoun A pena et a culpaj*^ Such was the usual phrase. 

716. " And they deal with loans and biddings ; " see Gloss, s. v. hne 
and bode, 

719. Alluaes to the Franciscans ; gray was the original colour of 
their habit, but after a time dark-brown was introduced. " On St 
George's day, 1502, they relinquished the London russet which they had 
for some time worn, and resumed the undyed white-grey which had 
been their original habit.'* — Greyfriar^s Chronicle^ Pref., p. xiv. 

724. higgen may either mean buy, or constntct, 

725. And als, and according as. 

729. furste-froytj first-fruits. Cf. Sompnoures Tale, 1. 577. 

738. scon, better spelt scJion, shoes. The old text has stone ! Sc and 
St are often hardly distinguishable in MSS. 

744. sputere his, put for souteres, cobbler's. 

748. hychop, bishop. The alliteration requires this word, but the 
old printed text has abbot. Such an alteration must have been made by 
the printer of set purpose. Compare 

" For to lords they woll be liche, 

An harlots sonne not worth an hawe ! " 

Pol, Poems, i. 312. 
750. Compare 

'* Lords also mote to them loute," &c. 

Pol, Poems, i. 308. 

758. faytoures, Mr Wright's edition has forytoures, which he sup- 
poses a mistake in the old text. 'Qxxt forytoures is an error of Ms printer, 
for all three of the other editions hscve faytoures, as in the MSS. 

76i. " No one could sit down to meat, high or low, but he must ask 
a friar or two, who when they came would play the host to themselves, 
and carry away bread and meat besides." — qu. in Massingberd, Eng, 
Ref, p. 110. 

763. randes, strips, slices. The old text has bandes. This improves 
the alliteration, but it does not appear that there is any such word. 
See Glossary. 

764. Compare 

" With chaunge of many manner meates, 
With song and solas sitting long," &c. 

Pol, Poems, i. 307. 
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769. ** Fitzralph, in his Apology at Avignon, accused them of * philo- 
•ophising ' in the chambers of the most beautiful maidens ; and Eccleston 
says, that even so early as his time, Friar Walter of Reigate confessed 
that these familiarities were one of the ways by which the foul fiend 
vexed the order." — Maasingherd, Eng. ^e/"., p. 110. Cf. Piers Plow- 
man (ed, Wright), p. 445. And the following — 

" Iche man that here shal lede his life, 
That has a faire doghter or a wyfe, 
6e-war that no frer ham shryfe, 

Nauther loud nor stille." — PoL PoemSj i. 265. 

771. homly, familiarly. Mr Wright has holy, 
111, Helye, Elias. 

782. " have laid it in water," i. e. drowned it, sunk it. Hire is used 
because rewle is feminine. 

784. Ne were. If it were not for. 

785. Compare 

" Had they been out of religion, 

They must have hanged at the plowe, 
Threshing and diking fro toune to toune 
With sorrie meat, and not halfe ynowe." 

Pol. Poeins, i. 335. 

808. When Christ descended into hell, he fetched out Adam and the 
patriarchs, and led them with him to heaven. This was called the 
Harrowing of Hell ; the story is given in the apocryphal gospel of 
Nicodemus, and is repeated at great length in Piers Plowman. 

810. stei^, ascended. 

816. generally i.e. Catholic, universal. So in p. 1 of the Apology 
attributed to WycliflFe, we find the ^^ general /eith,"^ meaning the Catholic 
faith. 

817 — 821. These five lines are certainly spurious. They are in neither 
of the MSS., and are found only in the old printed copy. The reason for 
inserting them was a wish to conceal the fact that five lines had been 
suppressed which are found in both the MSS. ; viz., 11. 822, 823, and 
828 — 830, and which are now printed for the first time. The reason 
for suppressing them was that they appear to contain the doctrine 
of transubstantiation, and as the object of printing the book at all was to 
attack the Komish party, it would never have done to retain these lines. 
Hence 11. 817 — 821 were forged ; but the forger of them, though he has 
given us five lines which imitate the author's style very ingeniously, did 
not truly understand the laws of alliterative verse, and formed 11. 817— 
819 on a wrong principle, putting two of the rime-letters into the second 
half of the line, and only one into the ^rs^ half, whereas the usual practice 
is the contrary to this. True, lines of this type do occur, as e. g. at 1. 
26, but they are very rare, and only admissible as a variation. To allow 
three such lines to follow each other is against all ordinary usage. But 
this is not the only difficulty. There is really w) place where 11. 817 — 
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821 can properly come in. To intert them where I h*Te done ioTolrec 
the absurdity of putting Amen in the middle of * eentence; whilat to 
insert them any where else only make« matters still woite. Again, the 
suppression of the genuine lines rendered U. 824 — 827 and 11. 831 — 839 
meaningless, and I will venture to say that no one has hitherto been able 
to make out to what they can possibly refer. But the mystery is now 
cleared up ; they discuss the doctrine of irantub$iantiatum, 

822. ^ And I believe in the sacremeut too, that the very God is in 
both flesh and blood fully, who suffered death for us." Sacrtmen$ (MSL 
A) should be sacrement, as in MS. B. On^ upon, in ; A.8. on. Cf. the 
phrases leiiesi on^ believest in, L 342 ; letie on, believe in, 1. 795. The 
word in in 1. 815 is exactly equivalent to the word on in 1. 799. 

825. deyte, divinity, divine presence. MS. B has diet. Supposing 
the author of the Crede to have written the Complaint of the Plough- 
man, we find his views expressed thus : — 

*^ On our Lords body I doe not He, 
I say sooth through true rede, 
His flesh and blood through his misterie 
Is there, in the forme of brede : 

How it is there it needeth not strive. 

Whether it be subget or accident, 
But as Christ was when he was on-live, 

So is he there verament** — PoL Poem$^ i. 341. 

Such was the position of tlie Wycliffites. They denied the extreme 
form of the doctrine as declared by the friars, maintaining that whilst 
Christ was bodily present, the bread never ceased to remain bread; how 
this could be was a thing, they said, not to be explained. See Wycliffe*s 
" Wicket." 

847. The Complaint of the Ploughman ends in a very similar 
manner ; the author even introduces the same word avow ^ guarantee* 
hold to. 

^ Witeth the pellican and not me. 
For hereof I will not avow ; 
In high ne in low, ne in no degree. 
But as a fable take it ye mowe. 
To holy church I will me bow 
£ch man to amend Mm Christ send space ; 

And for my writing me allow 
He that is almighty for his grace.** 

Pol Poems^ i. 346. 
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lAbbrwiationt. Prompt. Panr. ss Promptorium Parvulorttin (Camden Society) ; 
Cot. » Gotgraye's French Dictionary (1660); Glos. of Arch. = Glossary of 
Architecture ; Piere PI. » Piers Plowman (E. E. T. S., 1867) ; 0. Fr. = Roque- 
fort's Glossary of Old French; O.N. » Old Korse ; &c.] 



A-cast, cast off, cast away, 99. 

Aferd, afraid, 130. 

After >at, according as, 731, 732, 733, 

A-gon, gone, spent, 624. 

Aisiiche, timorously, 341. Cf. A3le3= 

A3les, fearless ; Gawayn, 1. 2335 ; 

Aghlich = fearful, do. 1. 136. A.S. 

eaeslice. 
Alaoaustre, alabaster, 183. 
Aldermen, elders, 691. See Rey. 4. 4. 
Aloote, bow down, 750. 
Als as, just as if {contr./rom all-so-as), 

378. 
And, if, 393. And if (= an if), if, 17. 
Angerlich, angrily, 268. 
Anuell, a mass to be said annually ; 

here, the money that pays for such 

a mass, 414. 
Apert, open, plain ; (or it may be an 

adv., openly, plainly), 541. 
A say, test; asay of, make trial of, 

647. 
Asa^e, try (it), 247. 
Assaie, power of testing, discrimina- 
tion, 537. 
Aunter, adventure. An aunter 3if = 

it is an adventure if, it is a chance 

if; 789. 
Auntrede, adventured; auntrede me, 

adventured myself, 341. 
Auowen, avouch, warrant, 847. "Jd- 

vouer, to advow, avouch, approve, 

allow of, warrant, authorize, &c." 

Cotgrave. 



Awaytede, perceived, beheld, 172. 

0. Fr. agaiter, 
Awyrien, curse, 662, A.S. awyrian. 
A^en, again, 137, 

Babelyng, babbling, 551. 

Bacbyten, to backbite, 139. 

Bale, woe, 696. A.S. bealu. 

Bale, a pile, 667. " Bdbl (1) a funeral 
pile ; (2) a burning." Bosworth. 

Baly, belly, 763. 

Bay te)?, bait, feed ; in bayte)>, feed in, 
rummage in forfood, 375. Chaucer. 

Bedden, to provide with a bed, 772. 

Beden, to oner, bestow on, 636. 

Bedes, prayers, 389. 

Bedys, beads, 323. 

Been, bees, 727. A.S. beOf pi. beon, 

Belded, builded, built, 548. 

Belden, build, 706. 

Beldinge, Beldyng, building, 501, 548. 

Beleve, belief, 31. 

Belliche, beautifully, 173. 

Benen, beans, 762. 

Benison, blessing, 654. 

Beouten, without, 651. A.S. butan. 

Bemes, bams, 595. 

Beslombred (or Beslomered), beslob- 
bered, bedaubed, 427. 

Betau^te, commended ; crist he me b., 
he commended me to Christ, 137. 
A.S. hetckcan, 

BeK are, 254, 546 ; be ye (imp.\ 442. 

Beuer, beaver, 295. 
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Bidjpped, embraced, coTered, 237. 

BifisetK baj, 360. A.S. biegan. 

SiU^ baildiilr, 157. 

Biswynke)', uJx>iir for, get by labour, 
722. A.S. betwinean. 

Bledder, bladder, 222. 

Bleynyiifiie, blaimnff, 299. 

Blisselr, Dlesseth, 52 1. 

Bode, an. offer, proffer, bid, 716. See 
Bode in Jamieson. " Ye maj yet 
war bodes or Beltan,** ye may get 
worse offers ere fieltane-day (Mar 
1) ; Ramsay's Scotch Pro7. p. 83. 
Hence, to oe at lone and bode » to 
deal with lendings and biddings, 
to lend and bid. 

Bote, boot, remedy, 99, 335. A.8. 
b6L 

Bragg, boastingly, 706. 

Brenne, bom, 667. 

Bretfull, quite full, 223. A.8. brerd, 
a brim. 

Broche, a brooch or jewel, 323. 
** Broche/yxtMe.** Prompt. Panr. 

Brol, child, brat, 745, 748. " |>e leeste 
bam (another reading, brol) of his 
bled," &c. Piers PL A. iii. 198. 

Buldeh build, 118. 

Burw^, a castle or birge edifice ; here, 
a convent, 118. 

But, except, 554, 626. 

Byfome, before, formerly, 612. 

Byhimel^, hide up in a comer, conceal, 
642. See Himes. 

Byhy^t, promised, 276. 

Byiape)), bejape, deceive, 46, 

Byleue, bebef, the Creed, 16. 
Bysvnesse, busy toil, industry, 727. 
Bythenk, reflect, 130. 

Bytokneh betokens, 694, 696. 

Can, (I) know, 8. 

Canstou, knowest thou, 99. 

Carefull, full of care, miserable, 441. 

Gary, the name of a very coarse ma- 
terial, 422. Cf. " i-clo))ed in a 
cauri-mauri." Piers PI. A. v. 62. 

Caste, planned, contrived, 486. 

Caste)', casts, i. e. contrives, plans ; 
castel^ to-fom »= plans beforehand, 
485. See caste in Prompt. Parv. 

Catell, goods, property, wealth, 116, 
146, 283, O. Fr. eateU. Low 



Cautel, trickery, cunning, SOS. O. 

Fr. easUeUe; see Romuu of Par* 

Umty, 1. 6563.. 
Celle, cell, 739, *« Applied lometimet 

to the small sleeptng-rooins of tb« 

monastic cttabliahments." Gloss. 

of Arch. 
Chanons, canons, 674. 
Chapaile, chapel, 119. 
Chapolories, scajpnlars, 660. "Sea- 

plorye (scapelary, aa^pelar) Sea- 

pmlare" Prompt Parv. And see 

Tairholt's costume in England, p. 

595. Explained by Mr Wright to 

mean ebapelaries, which I ao not 

understand. 
Chaptire, i. e. meeting of the chapter, 

327. 
Chaptire-hous, chapter-house, 199. 
Chereliche, expensively, sumptuously, 

582. Pr. eker. 
Chesen, choose, 583 ; chesen hem to 

lustes, choose lusts, 684. 
Cheuetyne, chieftain, lord, 682. 
Childre, children, 756. 
Choi, jowl ; the part extending from 

ear to ear beneath the chin, 224. 

A.S. eeola, 
Chymene, chimney, 683. " This term 

was not originally restricted to the 

shaft, but included the fire-place.** 

Gloss, of Arch. 
Chymneyes, chimnies, 209. 
Clawel?, stroke down, smooth down, 

365. ** Flateur, a flatterer, glozer, 

fawner, soother, foister, smoother ; 

a clawback, sycophant, Pickthanke." 

Cotgrave. 
Cloutede, patched, esp. used of 

strengthening a shoe with an iron 

plate, called in Norfolk a cleat or 

clout, 424. 
Cloutes, clouts, patches, 244, 428 ; 

rags, tattered clothes, 438. 
Cnaue, knave, lad, servant-man, 288. 
Cnely, kneel {infin,), 124. 
Cofren, to fasten up in a coffer or box, 

68. 
Cofres, coffers, boxes, 30. 
Combren, 461, ] to cumber, encum- 
Comeren, 765, ) ber ; to gorge, 765. 
Compased, went about, contrived, 

635. 
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Ck>nisante8, badges of distinotion, 185. 

Conne, know, leam, 101, 131, 234, 
330, 395, 792 ; oonnen on, are ac- 
quainted with, 388. A.S. cunnan. 

Cope, Ck>pe8; 126, 227, 292, 294, 724, 
739. 

Coraen, earred, 200. 

Cotjnge, cutting, 292. 

Counfort, comfort, 99. 

CouK could, 233. 

Cou^e, to make to know, to teach, 

tell, 17. A.S. eyiSan, 
Gou^en, knew, 62. A.S. cunnant pt. t. 

ie euie. 
Crochettes, crockets, 174. " Crocketsj 

projecting leaves, flowers, &c., used 

in Uothic architecture to decorate 

the angles of spires, canopies,'* &c. 

Gloss, of Arch. Du. kro&e, a curl. 
Grois, cross, 805. 
CromboUe, crumbowl, prob. a large 

wooden bowl for broken scraps, 

&c., 437. 
Cros, the cross, 1. See note. 
Crouke)', bend, bend down, 751. 
Cruche)', crouch, 751. 
Curates, secular clergy who have curg 

of souls, 507. 
Curious, dainty, 765, 
Curry, rub down, stroke, 365. See 

Curry in Wedgwood's Etym. Diet. 
Curteis, courteous, gracious, 1, 140, 

&o, 0. Fr. courtois. 
Curt^sliche, courteously, graciously, 

637. 
Gutted, cut short, 296, 434. Gf. 

Burns's "cutty sark" in Tarn 0' 

Shanter, 



Defended, forbade, 676, 687, 669. 

Deme, judge, 524. 

Demen, to judge, 670, 814. A.S. 

deman, 
Demest, Judgest, 152. 
Departen, to share goods ; wi)? ys to 

departen, to share her goods among 

us, 416. 
Deruelich, laboriously, industriously, 

510. A.8. deorfaUy derfan, to 

labour. See note. 
Destruede, destroyed, i. e. put aside, 

147. 
Destruyefy, destroy, 55. 



Deyte, deitj, 825. 

Digne, dignified, haughty, disdainful 
(Chaucer), 355 ; disdainful, and 
hence repelling, repubive, 375. 
" Sche was as deyne as water in a 
dich, 



As ful of hokir and of bissemare 
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i. e. of frowardness and abusire 
speech. Chaucer, Reeves Tale, 
44. 
Dissaue)', deceiveth, 505. 
Dortour, dormitory, 211. 
Dotardes, dotards, 825. 
Dranes, drones, 726. A.S. drdn. 
Dredles, doubtless, 524. 
Drecche)?, {pi.) vex, grieve, oppress, 
464; {sin^.) vexes, troubles, 604. 
A.S. dreccan, 
Dued, endowed, endued with gifts, 

776. Fr. douer. 
Dygginge, digging, contriving, 604. 

Egged, urged, 239. A.S. eggian^ to 

incite. 
Ei^e, eye, 141, 142, 145, 288 ; pi. 

ei^en, eyne, eyes, 84. 
Eked, eked out, 244. 
EUes, else, otherwise, 738. 
Encombren, encumber, 483. 
Ender, in phr. this ender daie = this 

day past, yesterday, lately, 239. 

Stratmann cites the German ender 

= Lat. pritiSy and O.N. endr=s 

Lat. olim. Cf. Gower, C.A. i. 45. 
Enfourme, inform, 272, 
Entayled, sculptured, carved, 167j 

200. 0. Fr. entailler, 
Er, ere, 374. 
Erberes, gardens, 166. 0. Fr. herbier. 

Lat. herbarium. [Distinct from 

harbour, A.S. AerebergaJ] 
Erst, first, 242. 
EueUes, evilless, without guilt, 242. 

[Prob. corrupt.] 
Euesed, surrounded by clipped bor- 
ders, 166. A.S. e/esian, to clip like 

the eaves of a house. 
Even-for|>, straightway, directly oa- 

wards, 163. 
Eye, an egg, 225. Ger. ei. 

Face, appearance, 670. 
Falsheae, Falshed, falsehood, false- 
ness, 419, 682, 687. 
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Falshedes, falsehoods, 616. 

Earen, fare, go on, 775. 

!Fare>, fare ; farejr wil^, act with re- 
spect to, 728. 

Pajntise, deceit, feigning, pretence, 
251. 

Taytoures, traitors, deceivers, 758. 
O. Fr. faiturier^ a conjuror, from 
'LaX, factor. 

Fele, many, 547, 832; whou fele, 
how many, 522 ; so fele, so many 
men, 783; fele wise, many ways, 
484. 

Pen, muck, mire, 427, 429, 430. A.8. 
fenn. 

Fend, fiend, 454, 460, 565, 677, 747; 
pi, fendes, fiends, 305. 

Fer, far, 485. 

Ferd, fared ; i. e. went, 203. 

SoX m> ^''^'- ^^- 

/ermerere, in Chaucer. 

Ferrer, farther, 207. 

Fet, fetched, 808. 

Feyne, feign, 273. 

Feyh faith, 19, 95. 

Fitchewes, fitchets, i. e. fitchets* fur, 
295. Kfitehet is a kind of polecat. 
'Fr.JUsau, 0. Du. vUsche, Called 
in Shropshire Kfitchuk, See King 
Lear, A. iv. sc. 6, 1. 124. 

Flurichefy, flourishes, varies capri- 
ciously, 484. [The idea is taken 
from making flourishes in illumin- 
ated drawings ; cf. " Floryschyn' 
bokys. Floro" Prompt. Parv.] 

Fond, attempt, endeavour, try, 95. 
K.^,fandian. 

Fonded, tried, tested, 451. 

Ponden, go, proceed, 338, 408. See 
Lancelot of the Laik. 

Fonge, Fongen, to take, receive, get, 
catch, 146, 715 ; receive, take, get, 
407, 786, 836. A.S./(m». Ger. 
fangen, M(Bso-6foth.y2i^7». 

For, tised in the sense <f whether, if, 
350 ; before, 613 ; against, 299. 

Forbode, 415. Godys forbode = it 
is God's prohibition, God forbids. 
" Forbedynge, or forbode, or fore- 
fendynge. Frohibicio, Inhibicio" 
Prompt. Parv. 

Forboden, forbidden, 147, 769. A.S. 



forbodan, p.p. of \h.for6e6daM. 

For-deden, aid to death, slew, mur- 
dered, 495. From the yh. far-do, 

For-gabbed, scoffed at, 631.^. A.S. 
gahban^ 8 wed. beaabba, 

Formfaderes, forefathers, 808. Cf. 
A.8. forma, former, early. 

Forso|>e, for a truth, 148. 

Forto, until, 311. 

For^an, for that (cause), on that ao« 
count, 27. A.S./or|>tf«. 

For-werd, worn out, 429, 736. A.8. 
fonoered, 

Foundement, foundation, 250. 

Fovns, martens, i. e. martens* fur, 
295. "Fouinne, the Foine, wood* 
martin, or beech-martin.'* Cotgr. 

Fraitur, 212, la^v^^.^„^ 

Fraitour,701,;;^^'^^^'^- 

Frayne, to question, 153. 

Fraynede, questioned, asked, 28. 

Fraynen, question, inquire of, 338. 
jL.S.freffnan. GtT.fragen, 

Fraynyng, a questioning, mquiir, 27. 

Fraytour, a refectorv, lit. a friar's 
room, 203, 284. Also spelt Frai- 
tur, Fraitour, Freitour. 

Freitour, 220. See Fraytour. 

Freren, of friars, 311. 

Freten, devour, 722, 729. A.S. 
fretan* 

Furrynge, furs, 604. 

Furste-froyt, first-fruits, 729. 

Fye)> on, cry shame on, 616. 

Gabbynge, lying, deceit, 275. ** Gab- 
bynge, or lesynge. Mendacium** 
Prompt, Parv. 

Craped, stared, 156, 191. Ger. gaffen, 

Garites, garrets, 214. See Qaryte in 
Prompt. Parv. 

Gaynaffc, profit, 197. 

General, universal, catholic, 816. 

Generallyche, universally, altogether, 
575. 

Gest, story, history, poem, 479. Lat. 
gestum. See note to Chaucer, 1. 
13775 ; ed. Tvrwhitt. 

Gestes, stories, legends, 46. 

Gilen, beguile, 599. 

Gladding, pleasing:, amusing, 515. 

Glauerynge, deceiving, deceitful, flat- 
tering, 51, 708. N. Prov. Eng. 
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glaiver, to talk fooliahly; Welsh 

ala/ru, to flatter. 
Glees, 8onjg;s, 93. 
Glejm, bird-lime; hence, subtlety, 

craft, 479. Cf. L 564. "Glcjme. 

Iamm*, gluten** Prompt, rarv. 

Cf. Ens. elammyfjaroY. £ng. clem. 

See Wedgwood's Etym. Diet. 
Gloppyn^, ed. a swallowing greedily, 

a gulping down, 93. ** Gloffare, or 

devowrare." Prompt. Parv. 
Glose, sA, a gloss, a paraphrasing, a 

substitution of glosses for the text, 

275,515. /S?<f Prompt. Parv. 
Glose, vb. mislead, deceive, 367. 
Glosefy, glosseth, explains away by 

glosses, 345, 585. 
Glosinge, paraphrasing, 709. 
Glut, a elutton, 67. A.S. gluto. 
Godspell, gospel, 345 ; pi. Godspelles, 

Godspefls, 257, 275, 709. 
Goldbeten, adorned with beaten gold, 

188. 
Gome, a man, 585 ; pi. Gomes, men, 

67, 282. A.S. guma, Lat. homo. 
Good, goods, property, wealth, 22, 

51, 54, 67, &c. 
Gos, a goose ; gos eye, a goose's egg, 

225. 
Gost, spint, 521, 529 ; the Spirit, 

590. 
Grai\>, the plain truth, the truth, 34. 

See Gray|>ely = truly, Allit, Poems, 

C. 240; ed. Morris, E. E. T. S. 

From O.N. greitha, to make ready, 

explain. 
Graith, adv^ readily, 232. [It seems 

put for CTaith way = ready or direct 

road ; Piers PI. A. i. 181.] 
Grayl'cd, prepared, 732. See Grai)'. 
Gray))liche, readily, truly, 529. See 

Graith. 
Grete, adv» greatly, 501. 
Greyn, grain, 230. 
Grysliche, terribly, horribly, very 

wickedly, 585. A.S. grUhe, 

Halp, helped, 508. 
Halt, holdeth, 345. 
Halwen, hallow, 356. 
Han, have, 569. 

Harlotes, men of lewd life, ribalds, 
riotous men, 52 (where it is the 



gen, pl\ 766, 781. [Harlot is a 
term generally applied to men ; cf. 
Chaucer, Prol. 1. 647.] 

Harlotri, riotous conduct, evil mode 
of life, 63. 

Haylsede, saluted, 231. A.S. healeian. 

He, she, 703. A.S. heo. See Ho. 

He, they, 471. A.S. hi, hie, 

Heer, hair, 423. 

Hei^e, adv. on high, 494, 551. 

Hele, health, salvation, 264, 573. 

Hem, dat. pi, to them, 58, 71, &c. ; 
ace, pi, them, 79, 96, &c. 

Hemselue, themselves, 42. 

Hendliche, politely, lit, handily, 231. 
A.S. gehende, 

Henten, get, lay hands on, catch hold 
of, seize, 413, 642. A.S. hentan. 

Her, Here, their, 29, 31, 684, &c, 
A.S. hira. 

Heraud, herald, 179. 

Herberwe, to harbour, i. e. to lodge, 
215. 

Herdeman, a shepherd, pastor, 231. 

Heremita, hermit, 308. 

Hertliche, heartily, 325. 

Hestes, commandments, 26, 345. 

He|>en, hence, 408. 

Heued, head, 317 ; (pi, P) heads (?), 
773. A.S. heafod, pi. heafdu, 

Hey3, high, 204. 

Heynesse, highness, haughtiness, 265, 
356, 542. 

Hire, her, it, 782. Used with refer- 
ence to rewle, but A.S. regol, a rule, 
seems to be masc. 

Himes, comers, 182. A.S. hime, 

Hisede, hied, hastened, 155. 

Ho, she, 411, 412, 415. A.S. neo. 

Hobelen, go about clumsily, wander 
or ♦; loaf " about, 106. [It does 
not imply lameness, but awkward- 
ness ; see Piers PL A. i. 113.] 

Hod, hood, 423. 

Hokschynes, the sinews just above the 
heels, 426. A.S. hoh, the heel, 
sinu (pi. sina\ a sinew. [It should 
perhaps be spelt hoksynes.'] 

Holly, holy, 595, 836 ; holly tyme, 
holiday time, time after harvest, 
595. 

Hollich, HoUiche, HoUyche, Holly, 
wholly, 26, 276, 678, 796, 815. 
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Homlj^ Homliche, in a homely waj, 
plainly, 703 ; comfortably, 771. 

Hondlen, handle, 108. 

Honged, hung, 429. 

Hongen, hang, bend over {infin.), 421. 

Honge)', hang, 739. 

Hordome, whoredom, 766. 

Huny, honey, 726. A.S. hnnu^. 

Hyen, 409, > , . , . 

Hy3e, 412, | ^^®' '^^^"• 

Hyre, her, it ; said of the soul, 668. 
[A.S. sauntl is/em.'] 

Hy3e, high, 208, 210. SeeKei^, 

The words beginning teith I- are here 

collected ; see also under Y. 
I-called, called, 574. 
I-coruen, cut, carved, 161. 
I-failed ; is i-failed, hath failed, 98. 
I-founded, founded, 47. 
I-lyke, like, 546. A.S. geltc* 

lapers, jesters, mockers, 43. 
lapes, mockeries, deceits, tricks, 47. 
Ich, 1, 155. 
Ich a, Iche a, each, 109, 432, 702, 

850. 
Ichon, each one, 476. 
Ijs, ice, 436. A.S. ts, 
lagulers, tricksters, 43. See note to 

Chaucer, 1. 11453 ; ed. Tyrwhitt. 

Kareyne, carrion, 644. 

Xnopped, full of knobs or bunches, 
424. See knobbe and knobbed in 
Prompt. Parv. ; in the editor's note 
we find " A knoppe of a scho, bulla,** 

Elnottes, knots, 161. **Knot, a boss, a 
round bunch of leaves, &o. The 
term is also used in reference to the 
foliage on the capitals of pillars." 
Gloss, of Arch. 

Kundites, conduits, 195. 

Kychens, kitchens, 210. 

Kynde, adf. natural, 489 ; kynde 
ypocrites, hypocrites by nature. 

Kynde, sb. nature, 834 ; of kynde, by 
nature, 43 ; natural occupation, 
760. 

Kynrede, kindred, 486. 

Kyrtel, kirtle, 229. A.S. cyrtel. 

Lacche, get, catch, acquire, 598. 
A.S. laccan. 



Lakke, defame, 540; blame, find fault, 

538. "Somwhat laiken hym 

woldeshe." Rom.oftheKose,284. 

Du. laken, 
LatuB, latoun or latten, a name ffiven 

to a mixed metid much resemoliug 

brass, 196. See note to Latom in 

Prompt. Panr. 
Lanncely, branch oat with, fling abroad, 

651. Fr. lancer, to fling. 
Lauoures, lavers, 196. '^A cbtem 

or trough to wash in." Gloss, of 

Arch. [Often of a large size.] 
Law^, biugh, 94. 
Lechures, lechers, 44. 
Leed, lead, 193. 
Leel, leal, faithful, 390. 
Leesinges, lies ; leesinges lye>, they 

lie their lies, 379. CT. Lesynges. 
Leeue, believe, 363, 372, 390. 
Leeuen, live, 359. 

LeeueK believeth, 15 ; believe, 639. 
Lef, dear, 372. Of. Leue. 
Lefte, remained, 374. 
Lei, leal, true, 344. Of. Leel. 
Lellich, Lelliche, Lelly, Lellyche, 

leaUy, truly, faithfuUy, 235, 384, 

639, 722. 
Lemmans, mistresses, 83; lemmans 

holden=keep mistresses, 44. A.S. 

leo/, dear, man, a person (male or 

female). 
Lene, Lenen, lend, grant, give, 366, 

445, 573, 741. A.S. Ictnan, to lend, 

give. 
Lengeden, continued long, dwelt, 

310. 
Lenten, Lent, 11 ; gen. Lentenes, 568. 
Lere me, teach me the way to, com* 

mend me to^ 343. 
Lered, learned, 18, 25. 
Leme, teach, 402. 
Lesel', loseth, 15. 
Lesten, last, 855. 
Lesynges, leasings, lies, 593. 
Letten, let, hinder, 346. 
Leue, dear, 390. Cf. Lef. 
Leue, believe, 524. Cf. Leeue. 
Leuede, believed, 235 ; pL Leueden, 

believed, 25, 62. [/» 1. 25 a 

belter reading would be leeue)> ; cf. 

1. 15.1 
Leuest, liefest ; leuest me were, would 

be most as I wish, 16. 
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Leuest, believest, 342. 

Leae>, believe, 639, 754. 

Lewed, Lewede, unlearned, lay, com- 
mon, IS, 25, 568, 832. 

Lejen, lay (pt. t. of to lie), 187. 

Leyest, Lext, liest, 54'1. [There is 
no difference of meaning between 
the two forms, and it was usual to 
repeat the words in this phrase : of. 
'* Til thow lixt and thou lixt lopen 
out at ones." Piers PI. ed. Wright, 
p. 86,] 

Leyne, to lend to, bestow money on 
(without expecting it back), 544. 
See Lene. 

Libben, live, 700. 

Libbeh live, 475, 610. 

Liggel^, lie, 83. A.S. liggan, 

Liste; hem liste = it pleased them, 
165. Cf. 1. 71. 

Loken, look out, find out, choose, 
593. 

Lollede, lolled about, wagged about, 
224. " And lyk a lej^eme pors 
lullede his chekes.'* Piers PI. A. 
V. 110. 

Lollede, called him loiter, spoke of 
him as lolling, 532. See the note. 

Lone, a loan, a lending, 716. See 
Bode. 

Lordynges, lords, 609. 

Lore, teaching, 640. 

Lorels, abandoned wretches, good- 
for-nothing fellows, 44, 721, 755. 
Prom A.S. leoran^leosan^ to lose. 
Cf. Losels. 

Loresmen, teachers, 290. 

Losels, Losells, abandoned wretches, 
worthless fellows, 96, 597, 750, 
827. A.S. leosany to lose. Cf. 
Lorels. 

LoJ^ere, more loath, less willing, 544. 

Louerd, Lord, 795. 

Louren, look sourly, look displeased, 
556. Du. louren; cf. Sc. gloicre, 

Loutede, stooped, knelt, 333. A.S. 
hlutan, 

Lowynge, humbling, 568. "Lowyn 
or mekyn. Humilio" Prompt. 
Parv. 

Lulling, sb. a lulling, a singing such 
as hushes one to sleep, 7/. " Lul- 
Ivnge of yonge chylder. Nenacio" 
Prompt, rarv. 



Lust, pleasure, 700. A.S. lust. 
Lust, Luste, it pleases, (with dat.) 71 y 

301. A.S. lystan. 
Lybben, to live, 512. A.S. It/bban. 
Lybbeh live, 45, 110, 477. 
Lyken, please, 17, 

Lyknes, a likeness, i.e. a parable, 263. 
Lymitour, a limitor, a friar who begs 

within a limited district, 597. 
Lym-3erde, a limed twig, such as birds 

are caught with, 564. Cf. Gleym. 
Lyuede, uved, 235 ; pi. Lyueden, 

310. 

Madde, art made, 41 ; am mad, 280. 
[Observe its use as a neuter verb, 
without to beJ] 

Maistrely, like a master or doctor, 
847. 

Malisons, curses, 718. 

Mansede, wicked, sinful, 718. A.S. 
man, a crime. 

Masedere, more in a maze, more con- 
fused, 826. 

Maystri, mastery, dominion, 578. 

Mede, reward, 533, 712, 715. 

Mel, meal, 109. 

Mendynauns, mendicants, beggars, 
66. 

Menelich, meanly, 108 . 

Menemong, of a common and mixed 
sort, 786. Cf. A.S. mengan, to 
mix. 

Mensk, grace, favour, (J,it. humanity), 
81. From A.S. mennisc, human. 

Merciable, merciful, 629. 

Merkes, marks, badges, tokens, 177. 

Meseles, lepers, 623. O.Er. me^el ; 
Lat. miser, misellus. 

Mete, either (1) meet ; as mete, as 
suitable (viz. for such cold weather), 
428 ; or (2) more probably, mid- 
dling, poor; see note. Cf. the A.S. 
phrase "micle and msete", great 
and small; Guthlac, 1. 24; ed. Grein. 

Misdon hem, commit trespass, trans- 
gress, 630. 

Money-worJ?e, money's worth, 715. 

Mone}>, month, 248. 

Mor|jer, sb. murder, 635. 

Morl^eren, vb» to murder, 666. 

Mot, Mote, 121, 520, 557, 591. It is 
difficult to give the exact force ; it 
more nearly answers to our modem 
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pbiBse mwsi needs than to may or 
must; it is the iuS. ic motf of 
which ie moste^ I musU is the past 
tense, 

Mnnte, vb. refl, mounted, went, 171. 

Mychel, mickle, much, 55, 94, 673. 

Mjddel-erde, the middle-earth, L e. 
the earth, the world, 535 ; gen, 
myddel-erde, of the world, in the 
world, 35. A S. middanroeard* 

Myracles, mirade-phiys, 107. 

Mjschef, mishap, accident \ at mys- 
chef, by accident, 623. 

Myster, kind, sort, 574. See Halli- 
well. Lit. a trade, occupation, O. 
Fr. mestier^ Lat. ministerium, 

Myteynes, mittens, 428. 

My^testoQ, My^ton, mightest thou, 
123, 141. [Of these, the former 
follows the A.S. indicative^ the 
latter the subjunctive mood.] 

Ne, nor, 628 ; ne — ne, neither — nor, 

80. A.S. ne, 
Nemne, name, call, 472; nemne |>e 

nou^t, call thee a thing of naught, 

640: 
Noblich, nobly, 128. 
Nolde (= ne wolde), would not, 190, 

198. 
Nones, in phr. for the nones, i. e. for 

the nonce, for the once, for the 

occasion, 183, 185. Corrupted from 

A.S^or ^n anes. [See Ormulum, 

ed. white, v. ii. p. 642.] 
Nyl (= ne wyl), will not, 249. 

O, one, one and the same, 440, 441. 

See Oo. 
On, one, 789. 
On, upon, in, 342, 795, 799, 822. 

A.S. on. 
Ones, once, 491. A.S. dnes. 
Onel?e, scarcely, 217. 
Onliche, Onlie, singularly, specially, 

in a singular and special way, 534 ; 

in a way of their own, 610. Cf. 

A.S. dbnltc. 
Oo, a, one; oo poynt, one bit, one 

jot, 198. 
Opon, upon, 90, 103, &c. 
Orchetardes, orchards, or rather, 

gardens, 166. A.S. umri-geard. 



Ol^er, either, 676 ; or, 62, 480, 718, 
7^7, 7b7. A.aaft«<f. 

Palke, a poke, pouch, or bag, 399. 

8c. pol£. See PoU in Jamieson. 
Faraunter, peradrentore, 845. See 1* 

846. 
Parten, to impart, giTe awaj, 301. 
Pasen, Passen, to surpass, 666 ; to 

go beyond, surpass, 710, 711 ; go 

too far, 846. 
Passe|y, surpasseth, 834 ; paMe)» pur- 

antes, surpass all persecutions (by 

others), 664. 
Patred, repeated constantly, said over 

and over again, 6. See note. 
PaTut, painted, 121. 
Pekokes, peacocks, 764. 
Penounes, pennons, small banners ,562. 

*' Penone, lytylle banere." Prompt. 

Panr. 
Pertriches, partridges, 76 L 
Peynt, painted, 192 ; peynt til, painted 

tiles, 194. This is better than povnt 

til B pointed tiles, square tiles. See 

note* 
Pilche, a fur garment, or garment of 

skin with the hair on, 243. Lat. 

pelliSf peliicea. 
Pild, bald, 839. See P^^/fyfl? in Prompt. 

Parv. ; and cf. " Feerd priest " in 

Shakesp. 1. Henry Yl. Ac. 1. sc. 3, 

1.30. 
Plouers, plovers, 764. 
Ply3t, plighted, 240. 
Pomels, pommels, 562. " Pomel, a 

knob, knot, or boss ; the term is 

used in reference to a finial, or 

ornament on the top to a conical 

or a dome- shaped roof of a turret," 

&c. Gloss, of Arch. 
Portred, portrayed, adorned, 192. 
Possessioners, possessioners, 681, See 

note. 
Pouere, poor, 521, 567. 
Pouerte, poverty, 113. 
Powghe, pouch, or box, 618. See 

Terre. 
Poynt, Poynte, piece, part, 6 ; piece, 

bit, 194 ; 00 poynt = one tit, a 

single jot, 198. 
Poyntes, points, 562. [In an heraldic 

sense.] 
Prese, press, press forward, 749. 
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Frest, read/, 288. O. Fr. pretit Fr. 

Pris, chief, excellent; her pris lijf, 
i. e. the best part of their Ufe, 621. 

Prijs, chief, 256. [It seems here to be 
an adjective, as in L 621.] 

Propre, own, 569. 

Proue, vb, test, 247. Proue and 
asaye » test and try it. 

Pryuitie, secret working, 834. 

Polched, polished, 121, 160. "Pul- 
chon. Folio ; " Prompt. Parv. 

Pulpit, 661. 

Pnple, people, 66, 74, 87, 713, &c. 

Pure Utel, very little, 170; pure myte, 
a mere mite, 267. 

Purliche, purely, 279; hence, com- 
pletely, altoffether, 318, 381, 713. 

Purse, h&g, 30i. 

Pursut, persecution ; pursut of = 
persecution by, 655. 

Piu:sue}», persecute, 664. 

Pylion, a sort of cap used by priests, 
esp. by cardinals, 839. Ital. and 
Span. pileOf Lat. pileut, 

Quenes, women, queans, 84. A.S. 
cwSn, 

Queynt, Queynte, cunning, sly, 303, 
482 ; cunnmgly contrived, curious, 
552. 

Queyntise, Queyntyse, sleight, cun- 
ning, craft, 388, 507. " Queyntyse, 
or sleythe. Astucia" Prompt, 
Pary. 

Queynteli, curiously, 161. 

Quyk, in phr. quyk myre — moving 
mire, quagmire, 226. [Lit. a live 
mire.] 

Quyten, quit, requite with, 351. 

Rageman, a catalo^e, a list, 180. 
See Rahman Roll m Jamieson. 

Raken, wander, rove about, 72. O.N. 
reika, to ramble. 

Randes, strips, slices, 763. " To cut 
me into rands and sirloins." Beau- 
mont & Fletcher. Wildgoose Chase, 
Ac. V, sc. 2. " Giste de bosuf, a 
rand of beef, a long and fleshy 
peece, cut out from between the 
flanke and buttock." Cotgr. 

Rau^t, reached, obtained, 733. 

H^«.|J5;j readily. .peedU,. 



Respondes, responds, 377. 

Reufull, miserable, in pitiful condi- 
tion, 432. 

Reuthe, pity, 738. 

Rewle, rule (of an order), 377, 536. 

Rewme, realm, 774. 

Ribaut, ribald, worthless fellow, 376. 

Ro^eren, rothers, heifers, 431. A.S. 
hry^Ur, 

Rychesse (,sing,)^ riches, 733. 

Ryat-lokede, righteous, just, 372. 
Apparently corrupted from A.S« 
rihilic; cf. note to 1. 684, 

Say, saw, 158. 

Schaf, chaff, 663. 

Schenden, ruin, disgrace, blame, 481, 

677. A.S. scendan, 
8chende|>, ruin, 488. 
Schendyng, sb. reproof, disgrace, dia- 

fraceful end, 94 
ent, blamed, reproved, 9. 
Scheten, shut, shut up, enclose, 773. 
Schon, shoon, shoes, 299, 424, 735, 

738. 
Se, a seat, 558. 
Segge, say, 793. 
Sei3, saw, 208, 421. 
Selies, cells, 60. See Cell. 
Selure, a decorated ceiling, 201. Lat. 

calatura. See note to " Ceelyn 

with syllure. Celo" in Pronapt. 

Parv. 
Sely, poor, simple, 442, 444, 668, 

672, 675. A.S. so^liff, happy, 

blessed. 
Semliche, seemly, comely, 201. 
Sepultures, burials, buryings, 469. 
Se^, see, 652. 
Sexe, six, 739. 

Seweden, followed, pursued, 531. 
Sey, saw, 146. [Prob. an error for 

se = see.] 
Seyn, say, 25, 56, 85. 
Sikerli, wr a certainty, with certainty, 

64. " Sykyr, (or serteyne)," 

Prompt. Parv. 
Si|>e, Si)7en, Si)»K since, 158, 363 ; 

seeing that, 259. A.S. sr^^a^ 
Si3ede, sighed, 442. 
Slau^e, sloth, 91. Another reading 

is siavffhte, destruction. 
Slen, to slay, 668, 
Slomerers, slumberers, 9L 
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Soget, sabjeci, 650. 

Sorwe>, sorroweth, 688. 

So)), trae, 841, 842. 

SoK sooth, truth, 364, 388, 658, 

794. ' 
So^fast, true, Tery, 822* 
Soutere, cobbler, 744, 752. Lat. 

sutar, 
Sowle hele, health of the soul, 680. 
SpedfuUest, readiest, 264. 
Spicerie, spicerj, spices, 301. 
Sprad, spread, scattered loosely, 301. 
Stappyng, stepping, 649. 
Stei^, ascendea, 810. A.S. ittgan, pt* t. 

ic stdh, 
Stere, stir, 829. 
Sterue, Steruen, die, 69, 740. A.S. 

steor/aH, 
Stodyen, study, 588. 
Ston, rock, 806, 810. 
Strake>, roam, wander wide, (Jit. 

stretch), 82. 
Stre, straw, 773. 
Stues, stews, 631. 
Stumblen, stumble about, 591. 
Sturen, stir, 588. 
Stynkande, stinking, 649. 
Styjtle, to set in order, direct, 315. 

A.S. stihtan, 
Snen, follow, 60, 105. O.Fr. suir. 
Sueres, followers, 148. 
SueK follow, 454. 
Suffraunce, patience, 652. " Bele ver- 

tue est suffraunce." • Piers Plowm. 

ed. Whitaker; p. 225. 
Suffrant, patienl^ d46. 
Suffre)', endure, 650. 
Sustren, sisters, 85, 329. 
Suweh follow, 577. See Sue>. 
Swiche, such, 519. 
SwyJ»e, very, 622. 
Sygge, say, 390. 
Syker, safe, secure, 306, 350; adv, 

surely, certainly, 237, 704 ; tuperl, 

Sykerest, surest, securest, best, 

277. 
Synagoges, synagogues, 558. 
Sy|>en, since, 241; afterwards, 668, 

806. 

Tabernacles, ceUs for reconnoitring, 

168. 
Tatered, jagged, 753. 



Tempren, temper, subdue, mortify, 
743. 

Terre, in- phr. terre pow^, 618. Mr 
Wright says, " a torn sack or 
poke (P)" The old glossary to the 
edition of 1553 suggests "tar box;" 
and I think it is right ; only, strictly 
speaking, a pottle is a pouch. Terre 
is the usual old spelling of tar ; see 
Prompt. Parv. ; and in Halliwell, 
8. ▼. Tarbox, we find — "a box 

* used by shepherds for canjins tar, 
used for anointing sores in sheep, 
marking them, &c. Tarre bovste » 
tar box, occurs in Chester Plays, L 
125." 

pei^ though, 69. 

pcre as, there where, 471. 

pis, Hes, these, 290, 392. 

po, those, 96, 619, 853. A.S. pa. 

polede, suffered, 90, 823. A.S. 
polian, 

Tildeth, set up, 494. See Tyld. 

To-fom, before, beforehand, 485. 

Tonne, tun, 221.' 

Too, toe, 649. 

Toten, to see clearly, perceiye, 142 ; 
to look out, spy round, 168 ; pt, t. 
Totede, looked, 339 ; pL Toteden, 
in phr. toteden out = peeped out, 
425. "Totehylle, Specula.'' Prompt. 
Parv. Totyng-place is a watch- 
tower ; WycUffe's Bible ; Isaiah 
xxi. 5. 

Touche, the sense of touch, 537* 

Trechurly, treacherously, 475. 

Treddede, trod, walked over, 425. 

Trefle, trifle, 352. TSo in the old 
printed text ; but MS. A has the 
spelling trq/le. 0. Fr. trujlct a trifle ; 
truHcTy to mock, cheat.] 

Troiilardes, triflers, cheats, 742. Cf. 
I. 475. . 

Trosten, vh. trust, 237 ; on to trosten, 
to trust in, 350. 

Trussen, pack up, 618. 

Tweie, Twey, Tweyne, two, 428, 439. 

Twyes, twice, 178. 

Twyniien, to count as twins, to con- 
sider alike, 496. 

Tyld, set up like a tent, set up, raised, 
181. A.8. teldian, to spread a tilt 
or tent. 
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Tyljen, to tm, 743. A.S.tiUwu 
Tymbren, buiid, 723. A.S. 
T^fmeii, tame, L e. sabdoe, compel, 

74i. A.S. ijrmtaMf iemUu, to tame, 

sabdne, j<^ 
Tjn, tin, 195. 
l^nt, lost, 537. O.N. //m. 

Yndeme^en, nndenieath, 695. 
Ymie|>e, scaroelj, with difficultj, 45. 

A.S. MM-^tAe, See One|>e. 
Ynteyned, imfastened, not grounded, 

516. A.S. ijMan ; see note. [It 

should rather have been spelt 

Vntjned-] 
Ysen, Qse, 63. 
Yseh use, 690, 693, 697. 

Wac^ged, wagged about, 226. 
Waite, pay heed, look, 361. O.Fr. 

gailer. See Awaytede. 
'War, wary ; ben war, beware, 844. 
Warlawes, deceivers, 783. Sc. warloy 

A.8. wdbrloga, a word-breaker, liar. 

Frob. dittinet from Sc warlawe, a 

warlock ; see warlo^ warlawe in 

Jamieson. 
Waryefy, cursetb, 615. A.S. w^trgian. 
Waseled, bemired himself, 430. from 

O.E. waiut teose^ A. 8. loos, ooze, 

mud. 
Waspe, wasp, 648. 
Wayuen, to waive, give up, cast aside, 

530, 685. O.Fr. gnesver, to a- 

bandon ; cf. gnerpiry Ger. werfen. 

See Guesver in Cotgrave and Bx>qu&- 

fort. 
Wele, weal, wealth, 20, 403, 784. 
Wende, weened, expected, 32, 452. 
Werche, Werchen, vb. work, 260, 

285, 527, 788. 
Werdliche, 371, worldly. [JFerld is 

often spelt werd in 0. English.] 
Werwolues, werwolves, 459. 
Wexen, wax, become, 525. 

Whou, Whow, Whoui, how, 42, 141, 

192, 234, 365. 
Wh^es, wiffhts, 812. 
Wiche^ wiBueth, 615. 
Wijt, wit, 833, 854. 
Wij^t, a wight, man, 233 ; see Wijt. 



Wil, while, 416. 

Wilne, will (pi. of wil), 216. 

Wilnest, desirest, 676. 

WilneK ting, desireth, 20 ; pL desire, 
covet, 361, 371, 497, 499. A.S. 
wilnian. 

Wissen, to make to know, to teach, 
100, 233. A.S. wissian. 

Wist, known, 452. 

Wi}», with ; to coneren wi|> our bones 
s= to cover our bones with, 116 ; 
toilen wil^ = bestow toil on, 74!2. 

Wi^ , a wight, man, 17. 

Wi3t, a whit ; a litil wi^t = a little 
whit, ever so little, 538. 

Wlon, hems, hemmed borders (?), 736. 
A.S. iclo, a fringe, hem, border ; 
whence perhaps wlon is formed as 
a plural, like schon and been. Or 
else we may adopt the reading 
wolne (MS. JB) = wool, nap ; only 
yxflne would more properly be an 
adj. = woollen. 

Wolward, 788. « JTolwarde, without 
any lynnen next ones body, sans 
ehemgte." Palsgrave. To go 
woolward was a common way of 
doing penance, viz. with the wool 
towards one's skin. 

Wombe, belly, 762. 

Wone, dwellmff-place, 164. 

Wonynge, dwelling, 768. 

Woon, a dwelling-place ; hence, a 
building, 172. 

Wordlyche, worldly, 784. See Werd- 
liche. 

Wortes, worts, 787 ; wortes flechles 
wroughte, vegetables cooked with- 
out meat. 

WorJ»e, WorJ?en, become, be, be made, 
748, 826, 828 ; to become, to be, 
9, 580, 776 ; pp. become, 431 (see 
note) ; to happen, in phr. wo mote 
jou worl^en, may wo happen to 
you, evil be to you, 493. A.S. 
weor^an, 

Wor|» to, become, 746. See Wor|>e. 

Wor^ely, worthy, estimable, 233. 
A.S, wur^Uc. 

Wou^ how, 356. See Whou. 

Wynwe-schete, a sheet used in win- 
nowing com, 435. 

Wyten, to know, 32. A.S. witan. 
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The following are the past participUe, 

^e,, beginning with Y- ; tee also 

under tl 
Y-benched, furnished wita benches 

or seats, 205. 
Y-beld, buUt, 172. /Sfe^Y-buld. 
Y-blessed, blessed, 520. 
Y-botend, buttoned, 296. 
Y-bou^t, bought, 569. 
Y-buld, built, 157. SeeY-he\d. 
Y-clense {inf.), to cleanse, 760. 
Y-clo>ed, clothed, 608. 
Y-corven, carved, 173. 
Y-couenaunt, covenanted, 38. 
Y-crouned, crowned, 805. 
Y-di^te, Y-dj|t, fitted up, provided, 

211 ; prepared, made, 228. A.S. 

dihtan, to arrange. 
T-founde, founded, 242. 
Y-founden, found, 631. 
Y-gadered, gathered, 189. 
Y-grei^ed, prepared, fitted, 196 ; made 

ready, 626. See Grai|>. 
Y-hamied, cut off short, docked, 300. 

" Algate a foot is hameled of 

thi sorwe." Chaucer ; TroiL & 

Cress, ii. 138. A.S. hamelian. 
Y-hid, hid, 643. 

Y-hyled, covered, 193. A.. 8. helan, 
Y-knowen, Y-cnowen, known, 252, 

800 ; know (««/•), 647. 
Y-leyd, laid, 263. 
Y-lich, alike (ad;.), 730. 
Y-maked, made, 93. 
Y-medled, placed in the middle, placed 

alternately (with other things, i.e. 



with the shields), 177. 
Y-noombred, Dambered, 178. 
Y-pajnted, painted, 506. 
Y-paued, paved, 194. 
Y-peyni, Y-peynted« painted, 160, 

202. 
Y-rade, read, 129. 
Y-rosted, roasted, 764. 
Y-sacred, consecrated, sanctified, 186. 
Y-set, set, 201, 315, 761. 
Y-sewed, sewn, 229. 
Y-stongen, pierced, pricked through 

{lit. stun^), 553. 
Y-suled, soiled, sullied, 752. Fr, 

8ouiller, Dan. sole. 
Y-ti^t, firmly fastened, fixed, set, 168. 

Lit. tied, from A. 8. tigan. Spenser 

uses tight for tied. 
Y-toted, inspected, 219. See Toten. 
Y-vsed, used, 610. 

Y-wis, certainly, 555. Of. QcT.gewiss, 
Y-worJ»en, become, 665 ; see Worsen, 
Y-wrou^t, wrought, 162. 

Ymped, jgrafted, 305. ** Impyd or 
graffe<^ Insertus** Prompt. Parv. 
Yuele, adv. evilly, 660 ; ill, 58. 

jemede, looked carefullv ; ^emede opon 
= closely regarded, 159. A.S. 
^man, to pay beed to. 

^erne, diligently, 159. 

jif, if, 62, &e. 

^uen, to give, 54. 

3yue|», give, 114. 
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Aosten, St Aufastine, 679, 177, 
Aiutjn, an Augustine friar, 239; 

Austjns, 268. 
Austynes, St Augustine's, 466, 509. 
Aue-marie, 7. 

Brut, Wat ; Walter Brute, 657. 

Carm, Carmelite, 38, 39 ; see Earmes. 
Carmeli, Mt Carmel, 57. 
Caym, Cain, 486 ; tee Kaymes. 
Cbarthous, Carthusians, 674. 
Crede, 8, 36, 38, 101, 131, 234, 272, 

343, 448, 792. 
Credo ; the first word of the Creed, 

795. 
Crist, 1, 37, 57, 62, &c. 
Cristen, Christian, 41, 382, 792; 

Christians, 470, 669. 
Christendam, 30, 278, 481. 

Domynike, St Dominick, 353, 464, 
510, 579, 776. 

Elves, Elias', Elijah's, 383. 

Farysens, Pharisees, 487, 547 
Four orders, 29, 153, 284, 451. 
Fraunces, seynt, 126, 291, 293, 298, 
465, 511, 579, 775. 

Golias, 479. 

Helye, Elijah, 777. 
Herdforthe, Hertford, 362. 
Holy Gost, 802, 815, 836. 
Hyldegare, St Hildegarde, 703. 

Jesu, 14, 675, 799. 



Jewes, 14. 

Earmes, Carmelites, 338, 340, 383. 
Eaymes, Cain's, 559. 

Lady ; Our Lady, 77, 79, 384. 
Lenten, Lent, 11, 568. 
Lucifer, 374, 578. 

Marie, 270, 803. 
Maries-men, 48. 

Menoure, Minorite, 33, 40, 276. 
Menures, Minorites, 103, 381. 
Minoures, Minorites, 281. 



Farlement-hous, 

Paternoster, 6, 336. 

Paul (the hermit), 308. 

Peres (the ploweman), 473, 482, 679« 
791. 

Petur,' St Peter, 710. 

Popes, 256, 467. 

Powel, Paul, 80, 87. 

Prechours, friars Preachers, Domini- 
cans, 154, 348, 364, 373, 381, 386. 
506. 

Pye, freres of the, 65. 

Robertes-men, Roberds-men or vaga- 

bonds, 72. 
Rome, 46, 256, 467. 

Satan, 480 ; Satanas, 717. 

Trynitee, 127. 

Wedenesday, 13. 
Wydiff, 628. 
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{Lamdawne MS. 762 ; /<rf. 6 a.) 

A PBOOESSK OB AH KZOBTATION TO nKDBX THB 
OHABOIB or THS TBUB HUBB0NDT8. 



As I me walked o\xer feldis wide * , 
When men began to Ere and to Sowe, 
I "behelde hnsbondjs howe faste thej hide^ 
With their hestis and plowes all on A rowe; 
I stode and behelde the hestis well drawe 
To ere the londe that was so tongh ; 
Than to an hnsbond I sed this sawe^ 
" I pray to God, spede wele the plough." 



All wtnlofw 
tlMflaldiiB 
ploaching tLm», I 
mm hoBfaaiidmMi 
at wortc, ukd mUL 
"OodipMdtte 
plough I" 
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The husbondys helde yp harte and hande. 
And said, ^' that is nedefiill for to praye ; 
For aU ^he yere we labour with the [lande], 
With many a comberous clot of [claye],' 
To mayntayn this worlde yf that we maye^ 
By downe and by dale and many a slough ; 
Therfore it is nedefall for to saye, 
* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.* 



13 



16 



^ This line is omitted in its right place ; bnt is written perpen- 
dicularly on the inner margin of the leaf, with a goide-line to shew 
its position. 

' The comer of the leaf is torn away. 



Onaoftlwm 
MUirartd— ** It is 
DMdAil to nj aoi 
w« hkf luurd 
work of it.** 
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TtepwMBfaCi And 80 sliulde of right the parson praye, 

tht tltiht~ihitif 

That hath the tithe shefe of the londe ; 
W9hMfU>wr For our sarvauntyB we Moste nedis pave, 

our Mrraiita, Ufd *' sr j y 

tiM dmk and Qr ellys ful Still the plough maye stonde. 20 

■omething. Than cometh the clerk anon at hande, 

To haue A shef of come there it groweth ; 

And the sexten somwhate in his hande ; 

* I praye to Grod, Spede wele the plough.* 24 

Tteung^e The kyngis puruiours also they come, 

ponrfjon want 

wtaMaudrnMO, To haue whete and otys at the kyngis nede ; 

And over that hefe and Mutton, 

And butter and pulleyn, so god me spede I 28 

and w« must give An d to the kvnfids courte we moste it lede, 

lt.uidbepidd •' ° 

with a beattng. And our payment shalbe a styk of A bough ; 
And yet we moste speke faire for drede — 

* I praye to Gk)d, spede wele the plough.* 32 

Weiiavatopaj Xo pave the Fiffcene ayenst our ease,* 

theflAeenth,aad ^ '^ "^ 

our lord'i rent j Beside the lordys" rente of our londe ; 

Thus be we shepe shome, we may not chese, 

And yet it is full lytell vnderstonde, 36 

aiaobaOiib and ^han bayllys and bedellw woll putto their hande 
In enquestis to doo vs sorowe Inough, 
But yf we quite right wele the londe — 
[* I] * praye to God, spede wele the plough.' 40 

PrUouen come PThan comelth prisoners and sheweth their nede, 

and b^ of as, ■- -* 

[What gret] sorowe in prison theye drye ; 
[* To buye the kyngi]s pardon we most take hede * — 
[Foi. 6 a.] For man and beste they woll take money. 44 

and th«n come the Than cometh the clerke^ of saint lohn Frary, 

derki of St J<Am. ..,..1.11. • •• i. 

And rede m their bokis mennyis namyis inougn. 
And all they live by husbondrye — 

* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.* 48 

1 MS. " eases." * The corner of the leaf is torn away. 
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Then comme the graje Fieres and make theire mone, 
And call for money our sonlis to save ; 
Then co77tme the white Freies and begyfl to grone, 
Whete or harley they woll fayne hane ; 52 

Then commeth the fireres Angostynes A begynneth to 

crave 
Come or chese, for they haue not Inough ; 
Then commeth the blak freres which wolde fayne haue— 

* I praye to God, spede wele t[h]e plough.' 56 

And yet, amongest other, we may not forgete 

The poore obs^ruauntes that been so holy : '"^^*!?^*'** 

^ *' ' poor ObMmoto 

They muste amongts vs haue come or mete, to bt paid «» 

prmnhlny* 

They teche vs alwaye to fie from foly, 60 

And line in vertue full dcvowtely, 
Preching dayly Sermondys inough 
With good Examples full graciously — 

* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.' 64 

Than cometh the Sompner to haue som rente, '*•" "*"• *^\ 

"^ ' ■ummoiMr, and 

And ellis he woll teche vs A newe lore, 

Saying, we haue lefte behynde vnproved som testament. 

And so he woll make vs lese moche more. 68 

Then commeth the grenewex which greveth vs sore, JlhiS^JriT^ 

With ronnyng in reragis it doth vs sorowe Inough, •**"• 

And After, we knowe nother why ne where-fore — 

* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.' 72 

Then commeth prestis that goth to rome md "lerksS?*"^ 

For to haue silver to singe at JScala cell ; Oxford; 

Than commeth clerkys of Oxford and* make their mone, [Foi. e&o 
To her scole hire they most haue money. 76 andtipsuveiand 

mlnstreli. 

Then commeth the tipped-staves for the Marshalse, 
And saye they haue prisoners mo than Inough ; 
Then commeth the mynstrellw to make vs gle — 
' I praye to God, spede wele the plough.' 80 
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Wt bam toft to 
ptgr tlM knrjrtrftir 
I 



mdtoglTvto 
charterid baggan' 

•DdWMpInf 



At london Also yf we woll plete, 

We shal not be spared, good chepe nor dere ; 

Our man of la we may not be forgete, 

But he moste haue money every quarte[re ;] 84 

And somme comme b^ging wtt^ the kyngis charter. 

And saye, bisshoppis haue graunted ther-to pardon 

Inough; 
And wymen commeth weping on the same Maner — 
* I praye to God, spede wele the plough.* " 88 



ItlMDktdbiin, 
and pnj«d Qod 
toipMdtiift 
plough, wad all 
ploilgliiiMn* 



And than I thanked this good husbond, 

And prayed God the plough to spede, 

And All tho that laboreth with the londe, 

And them that helpeth them wiiJi worde or dede. 

God ' give them grace such life to lede, 

That in their concience maye be mery Inough, 

And heven blisse to be their mede, 

And ever I praye, " God * spede the plough." 



>2 
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»•! MS. Gog. 
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NOTES. 



The MS. (Lansdowne, 762) from which this poem is taken is a sort of 
album or coUcction of scraps, not all in the same handwriting. There is 
little doubt but that this copy of " God speed the Plough," belongs to the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, for in the same hand there is a table of Kings 
of England, with verses about them, which ends with saying that Henry 
the Seventh was buried at Westminster. At the same time, Mr Hamilton 
thinks the handwriting to be not very late, but to belong to the early 
part of Henry the Eighth's reign. The poem itself does not seem to 
be much earlier ; and the complaints of the exactions made by the King's 
purveyors, bailiffs, beadles, the summoner and the " grenewex," seem par- 
ticularly suitable to the reign of Henry the Seventh. As a conjectural date, 
A.D. 1500 may not be very far from the truth. Another poem, written 
much in the style of " Speed the Plough," has for its burden the line, 
*' London, thowe arte the flowre of cities all ; " (foL 8). 

1, Even without the "guide-line," we can tell by the structure of ithe 
stanza that the line written in the margin is really 1. 1, The 2ud, 4tb, 5lh, 
and 7th lines of each stanza rime together throughout. 

22. Groweth. This seems a strange rime to plough. Perhaps it should 
be growe = grew. 

28. Wright, in his Provincial Dictionary, quotes the following: — 

" A false theefe 

That came, like a false foxe, my pullain to kill and misclieefe.'' 

Gammer Gurton, Old PL ii. 63. 

43. The words within square brackets are conjectural, and were suggested 
by the fact recorded in Piers Plowman, that getting pardon for a bribe even 
from a King is not altogether a thing unknown ; see Piers PL Text A. Pass. 
111. U. 16—20, and IV. U. 120—125 (ed. Skeat, 1867). 

45. Frary, friary, fraternity ; there was one such in Clerkenwell. 

49, See note to the " Crede," 1. 29. On foL 9 ^ of this very LansdoM ne 
MS. we find the following. " Pratres London. Wliitefreres in fletestrete, 
Carmelitarum. Blak freres within ludgate, pr^dicatorum vel Jacob ; Greye 
freres within newgate, Minor«;». Augusteyn freres by saint Antonyes, 
Augustinenci2^»». Crowched freres, Pratres sancte Crucis." 

4. 

6 



74 KOTES TO "god 8PBDB THB PLOUGH." 

67. This line is too long. The word " bekynde " is superfluous. 
7^. Scala cell. Compare — 

*' In ^at place a chapelle ys, 
Scala cely called hit ys, 
' Laddere of heueu * men clepe)' hit." 
Tlie StacyoM of Rome, iu Political, Religious, and Love Poenis, 

p. 118 (E. E. T. S.) 

On which Mr Kossetti has the note, ** The chapel Scala cceli stands near the 
foregoing church of St Anastatius. It was built over the cemetery of St 
Zeno, and has undergone restorations from 1582 onwards. It derives its 
name from a vision of St Bernard's, who, while celebrating a funereal mass, 
saw the souls for whom he was praying going up to heaven by a ladder." 

We should compare with this poem the feeling expressed in the Spanish 
proverb— "Zo que no lleva ChrUto, lleva elfisco "; that which Christ (i.e. the 
clergy) takes not, the exchequer carries away. Lines 75, 7^ remind us of 
Chaucer's clerk of Oxenford, who 

" busily gan for the soules pray 
Of hem that gaf him wherewith to scolay." 

85. These chartered beggars remind us of Edie Ochiltree, the King's 
Bedesman, with his blue gown and pewter badge, in Sir Walter Scott's novel 
of the Antiquary ; see vol, I. ch. iv. 

It should be noted that the word plough is made to rime with tough^ 
slough, growelh (growe f), bough, &nd inough (8 times). The probable pro- 
nunciation seems to be the same as now-a-days, slough and bough being still 
admissible rimes. In the Trinity MS. of " Piers Plowman ^ (classmark 
B. 3. 14) there is a picture of two "husbondys*' with a plough and two 
" bestis," with a motto written above, which runs — " God spede Jjc plouj & 
send us korne I-now " — where I-now represents the old pronunciation of 
inough. In the MS. of the same poem in Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, 
the same motto occurs, but without the picture. 
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Bayllys, bailiffB, 37. 

BedeUis, beadles, 37. 

Chepe, in phr. good chepe = at a 
^ood market, at a low price, 82. 

Chese, choose, 35. 

Drye, suffer, endure, 42. Sc. 
dree. A.S. dredgan. 

lEnquestis, inquiries, searches, 38. 

Ere, to plough, 2, 6. A.S. erian, 
Lat. arare. See Isaiah xxx. 24 ; 
1 Sam. viii. 12. 

Fiftene, fifteenth, a tax amounting 
to a fifteenth of one's property, 
33. 

Prary, fraternity, 35. ^^ Frary 
clerk, a member of a clericsd 
brotherhood." Wright's Prov. 
Diet. 

Freres, graye (Franciscans), 49 ; 
white (Carmelites), 61 ; Augus- 
tynes, 53 ; blak (Dominicans), 
55. 

Grenewex, 69. Greenwax was 
used for estreats delivered to 
the sherifiB out of the king's 
exchequer. These estreats were 
under the seal of that court, 
majdie in greenwax. >8fee Blount's 
Law Dictionary. 

Hide, hied, hastened, 3. 



Husbond, husbandman, 7, 89 ; pL 
husbondys, 3, 9. 

John, saint^ 45. 

Lese, lose, 68. 

London, 81. 

Marshalse, 77. 

Obseruauntis, friars observants, 
58. " Observants, a branch of 
the Franciscan order, otherwise 
called BecoUects" Imperial 
Diet 

Oxford, 75. 

Plete, plead, 81. 

Pulleyn, poultry, 28. Cf. Put- 
layle in Chaucer. 

Quite, quit ; L e. pay rent for in 
full so as to be quit^ 39. 

Eeragis, arrears, 70. 

Eome, 73. 

Scala celi, the name of a chapel 
in Eome, 74. 

Sermondys, sermons, 62. 

Sexten, sexton, 23. 

Sompner, a summoner, 65. 

There, where, 22. 

Tipped-staves, tipstaves, con- 
stables, 77. So called from 
their bearing a staff tipped with 
metaL 

Vnderstonde, understood, 36. 
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TJie Publications for 1869 are : — 
VII. EABLY ENGLISH PBONUNCIATION, with especial Beference to Shakspere and 

Chaucer, by A. J. Ellis, F.B.S. Part II. 10». 
VIIL QUEBNB ELIZABBTHES ACHADBMY, A BOOK OF PBECEDENCE, &c. Edited 

by F. J. Furnivall, Esq., with Essays on early Italian and German Books of Courtesy, 

by W. M. Rossetti, Esq., and B. Oswald, Esq. 18*. 

IX. AWDELEY'S FBATERNITYB OF VACABONDES, BARMAN'S CAVEAT, etc. Edited 

by E. ViLES, Esq., and F. J. Furnivall, Esq. 78. 6d. 

The Publications for 1870 are: — 

X. ANDREW BOORDE'S INTRODUCTION OF KNOWLEDGE, 1547, and DYETARY OF 

HELTH, 1542; with BARNES IN THE DEFENCE OF THE BERDE, 1542-3. Edited, 
with a Life of BOORDE, and an account of his Works, by F. J. Furnivall, M.A. 18«. 

XI. BARBOUR'S BRUCE, Part I. Edited from the MSS. and early printed editions, by the 
Rev. W. W. Skeat, M.A. 12*. 

TJie Publications for 1871 are : — 
XIL ENGLAND IN HENRY VIIL 'S TIME: a Dialogue between Cardinal Pole and Lupset, 
mainly on the Condition of England, written by Thomas Starkey, Chaplain to Henry VIII. 
Ed. by J. M. Cowpbr, Esq. Pt II. 12s. (Pt I, Starkep's Life & Letters^ is in preparation.) 

XIII. A SUPPLICACYON OP THE BEGGERS, by Simon Fish, 1528-9 a.d., ed. by F. J. 
Furnivall, M.A. ; with A SUPPLICATION TO OUR MOSTE SOUERAIGNE LORDE ; 
A SUPPLICATION OF THE POORE COMMONS; and THE DECAYE OF ENGLAND 
BY THE GREAT MULTITUDE OF SHEEP, ed. by J. M. Cowpbr, Esq. 6*. 

XIV. EARLY ENGLISH PRONUNCIATION, with especial reference to Shakspere and Chau- 
cer, by A. J. Ellis, Esq., F.R.S. Part III. 10«. 

Tlie Publications for 1872 are : — 

XV. ROBERT CROWLEY'S THIRTY-ONE EPIGRAMS, VOYCE OF THE LAST TRUMPET, 
WAY TO WEALTH, &c., 1550-1 a.d., edited by J, M. Cowper, Esq. 12». 

XVI. CHAUCER'S TREATISE ON THE ASTROLABE. Edited fi-om the MSS. by the Rev. 
W^. W. Skbat M.A. 6*. 

XVII. THis COMPLAYNT OF SCOTLANDE, 1549 a.d., with an Appendix of four contemporary 
English Tracts (1642-48), edited by J. A. H. Murray, Esq. Part I. 10«. 

The publications of The Early English Text Society are divided into Pour 
Classes. I. Arthur and other Romances. II. Works illustrating our Dialects 
and the History of our Language, including a Series of re-editions of our early 
Dictionaries. III. Biblical Translations and Religious Treatises. IV. Mis- 
cellaneous. (The Ext7'a Series, which commenced in 1867, is intended for 
re-editions.) 
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The Subscription is £1 Is, a year [and £1 l**. (Large Paper, £2 1 2^. 6d. ) 
additional for the Extra Series], due in advance on the 1st of January,' 
and should be paid either to the Society's Account at the Head Ofl&ce of 
the Union Bank, Princes Street, London, E.G., or by post-office order 
(made payable at the Chief Office, London) to the Hon. Secretary, 
George Joachim, Esq., St Andrew House, Change Alley, London, E.C. 
(United-States Subscribers, who wish their Texts posted to them, must 
pay for postage 5^?. a year extra for the Original Series, and 38. a year for 
the Extra. Series.) The Society's Texts are also sold separately at the 
prices put after them in the Lists. 

The Publications for 1873 nillprohdbly he: — 

OLD-ENGLISH HOMILIBS. Series U., edited from the unique HS. in Trinity GoU. Cambridge, 
by the Eev. R. Morbis, LL.D. 

VISION OP PIEES PLOWMAN, Text 0, edited by the Rev. W. W. Skbat. M.A. [/n the Press, 

THE GBST HISTORIALB OF THE DESTRUCTION OP TROY, translated ftom GuiDO DB 
CoLONNA, edited from the unique MS. in the Hunterian Museum, Glasgow, by the late Rev. 
G. A. Panion and D. Ddkaldson^ Esq. Part II. INearly aU printed. 

The Publications for 1874 will probably be : — 

THE LAY POLK'S MASS-BOOK, edited from the MSS. by the Rev. T. P. SiiiMOirs, Canon 
of York. [/« the Press, 

PALLADIUS ON HUSBONDRIB, englisht (ab. 1420 a.sO. edited fh}m the unique MS. in Ool- 
chester Castle, by the Rev. Eabtoit Lodge, M.A. Part II. [/» tfte Press. 

MERLIN, Part lY., containing Preface, Index, and Glossary. Edited by H. B. Wheatlet, £aq. 

ANGLO-8AXOX HOMILIES, edited fh>m the Marquis of Lothian's Blickling MS. of the 10th 
century, by the Rev. Rxchajkd Mosrib, LL.D. [/» the Press, 

SIR GENERIDES, a Romance, ab. 1430 A.D., edited from the unique MS. in Trinity Coll. 
Cambridge, by W. Aldiu W&ight, Esq., M.A.. Trin. Coll. Cambr. Part L [/» the Press. 

THE EARLY ENGLISH VERSION OP THE " CURSOR MUNDI " ; in four Texts, from MS. 
Cotton, Vesp. A. iii, in the British Museum ; Pairfax MS. 14 in the Bodleian ; the Gottingen 
MS. theol. 107 : MS. R. 8. 8 in Trinitv CoUe^. Cambridge; edited by the Riev. R. Mosbis, 
LL.D. Part I, with 2 photo-lithographic facsuniles by Cooke &, Fothenngham. lln the Press. 



EXTRA SERIES. 

The Publicatiom for 1873 will probably be: — 

XVIIL THE COMPLAYNT OP SCOTLANDE, 1549 A.D., with an Appendix of four contempo- 
rary Engliish Tracts (1542-48), edited by J. A. H. Mukbay, Esq. Part IL 8«. 

XIX. OURE LADYES MYROURE, 1530, edited by the Rev. J. H. Blxjht, M.A. lAt Press. 

The Publications for 1874 7vill probably be: — 

LONELICH'S SAINT GRAAL, edited by P. J. PuRHlVAlX, Esq., M.A. Part L \.M Press. 

BARBOUR'S BRTJCE, Part II., edited from the MSS. and early printed editions by the Rev. W. 
W. SkEat, M.A. lAt Press. 

HENRY BRINKLOWS COMPLAYNT to the Parliament Howse of Ingland, about 1536 aj). ; 
and his Lamentaciou of a Christian against the Citie of London, a J). 1542; edited by J. M. 
CowPEB, Esq., and P. J. Pubnivall, Esq. 



llReprinting JFuntr. 
Additional Subscribers' names are wanted for the Texts of 1865 and 1866. 



A few copies are left bf No .^17," Extracts from' Piers Plowman, Is.; No. 20, 
Hampole's Treatises, 2s. ; No. 23, Ayenbite, 10«, 6d. 

The Society's Report, with Lists of Texts to be published in future years, 
etc., etc., can be had on application to the Hon. Secretary, Geobge 
Joachim, Esq., St Andrew House, Change Alley, E.G. 

LONDON : N. TEUBNER & CO., 57 & 59, LUDGATB HILL 

BEELIN : ASHER & CO., UNTER DEN LINDEN, 11. 
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